
CD 

03 

CD 

C/5 

CD 

CD 

CD 

Interfaith Resources: The Latest 
in Books, Tapes, and Places to Go 

Guest Editorial 
by Ned Rosenbaum, PhD 

I n the beginning Mary and I went 
media-hopping together, twice to 
Sally Jessy Raphael's show in the 

late 80s, twice w i t h Msgr. Har tman 
or Rabbi Gelman of the God Squad. 
In between we d id local and Phila
delphia T V and more radio inter
views than I can count. We d id one— 
a half hour show emanating from 
California—on exactly seven 
minutes notice. 

Recently, however, I found myself 
"driving Ms. Mary" to the Louisville 
airport for a spot on NBC's Today 
Show. She was interviewed by A n n 
Curry on the subject o f grandparents 
whose grandchildren are raised in 
a faith other than theirs. Curry's 
parents are Buddhist (mother) and 
Presbyterian (father); she herself was 
raised Catholic. 

Dovetail has become the go-to 
agency when national newspeople 
want information about the highly 
ramified subject o f intermarriage. 
I th ink we can all take pride in 
recognizing how far the organiza
t ion has come in just ten years. 

Interfaith resources as a category 
emphatically includes people: those 
whose books we read, those who 
minister to us as clergy or counse
lors, and those we meet. I t can even 
include people we don't meet—for 
a while, at least. 

I met Rabbi Samuel Silver (see 
review, p. 11) at the 2000 Dovetail 
Conference, but that was about 
twenty years after I first knew of 
h i m and fifty years after I should 
have met h im. 

I n the 50s, Sam Silver was assistant 
rabbi at Nor th Shore Congregation 

Israel, Glencoe, 111., the only Reform 
congregation on the Nor th Shore o f 
Chicago when I was growing up 
there. M y mother wanted to enroll 
me i n their Sunday school, but they 
wouldn' t take me even as a tu i t ion -
paying student unless my folks 
joined. M y father disliked the then-
head rabbi, and would not become 
a member o f the congregation, so I 
didn't get to go to the Sunday school. 
A n d I didn't meet Sam Silver. 

Instead o f going to Jewish religious 
school, I went to Presbyterian 
Sunday school for six years. (It 
didn't seem so strange at the time.) 
I left dur ing my senior year o f high 
school, not wishing to remain wi th 
classmates who were on their way 
to becoming adult members o f the 
congregation. I wasn't actively 
Jewish, but I certainly wasn't Chris
tian. 

Partly because o f my indeterminate 
religious state, I had no problem 
marrying a Roman Catholic in 1963. 
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Wlien I published a short article in 
Christian Century called "Marriage 
in a Two-Faith Household" in 1980, 
Sam wrote me a nice letter that 
ended w i t h the question "Who are 
you?" I wrote back, but no regular 
correspondence ensued. Eighteen 
years passed. 

We (Dovetail) gave Sam our first 
annual Fr. Dan Montalbano Award 
at the Carlisle, Penna. conference in 
1998, but he was booked solid and 
too busy to attend in person. I met 
h i m , finally, at the 2000 Conference 
in Louisville. 

Sam was then 87, a big man wi th 
heavy-lidded eyes and deep lines 
in a large face—what I imagine a 
friendly Romanian t ro l l might look 
like. He is slowing down a li t t le, but 
the eyes still flash w i t h wi t and 
intelligence. I could tell that i n his 
younger days he would have been 
the k ind o f rabbi, and father figure, 
I would have adored—as I had my 
Presbyterian Sunday school teacher, 
Ray Owen. What then? 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 
of communication for interfaith couples, their 
parents, and their children. No matter what 
their specific choices regarding faith for their 
home and children, the more interfaith 
famihes can share their ideas, experiences, 
resources, and support, the more they can 
make peace in their homes and communities. 
Jewish and Christian perspectives can dovetail. 

Believing that there are no definitive answers to 
the questions facing interfaith families, Dovetail 
strives to be open to all ideas and opinions. 
Editorial content attempts to balance and respect 
the perspectives of both Jewish and Christian 
partners in interfaith marriages, as well 
as the diverse perspectives of parents and 
children of interfaith couples. Inclusion 
in Dovetail does not imply endorsement. 
Dovetail accepts a thoughtful and constructive 
discussion of all related issues in the Letters to 
the Editor section, and reserves the right to reply 

Given such a powerful example, 
I would have set myself to becoming 
a rabbi; certainly I would have 
become recognizably Jewish at 
a much earlier age than I did , and 
that Jewishness might well have 
precluded my meeting the woman 
I am now married to. O n such small 
things do the larger things depend. 

1 believe that Judaism is the leaven
ing agent wi thout which Western 
civilization would fall flat like 
a matzoh. To exclude interfaith 
children w i t h legitimate claims to 
Judaism is to hasten the day when 
it does. 

The moral o f this story is this: the 
more the various Jewish communi 
ties can do to accommodate the 
eager young seekers of Jewish 
knowledge, whether offspring o f 
recalcitrants like my father or o f 
mixed marriages—even the k ind in 
which children are being educated in 
both faiths—the more chance there 
w i l l be that (some of) these kids w i l l 
make the choice that I made: for 
Judaism, w i t h my Christian wife. ^ 

Dovetail (ISSN 1062-7359) is published 
bimonthly (6 times per year) by: The Dovetail 
Institute for Interfaith Family Resources, 
775 Simon Greenwell Ln., Boston, KY 40107; 
tel 800-530-1596; fax 502-549-3543; 
Email di-ifr@bardstown.com. 

A one-year subscription is available for 
$29.95 from the above address. International 
subscriptions are $35.00. Single issues are 
available for $4.50 each. (Michigan residents 
please add 6% sales tax on back issue orders.) 

Dovetail welcomes article submissions 
(query or completed manuscript), letters 
to the editor, and comments or suggestions. 
Send to M . H. Rosenbaum, Editor, at the 
above address. 

Copyright ©2001 by 
The Dovetail Institute for 

Interfaith Family Resources. 
All rights reserved. 
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Where Can I Get Help? 
Joan Hawxhurst Jan Kaplan, 
David Kaplan 
J o a n Hawxhurst: 

•

founded Dovetail the journal 
in 1992, and started publishing 
books a couple o f years later. 

From there, w i th the addit ion and 
synergy o f some wonderful people, 
we've grown to be where we are 
today. 

When I th ink o f resources, the first 
thing that pops into my mind , o f 
course-because I do publish b o o k s -
is the books that are available, but 
that's only one of the many kinds o f 
things that people need as they start 
a journey. There are videos and tapes 
and all kinds o f pieces o f advice and 
pieces o f paper.... [But] the real 
resources come from w i t h i n you, 
and that's the first place for an 
interfaith couple to start their 
search for what they need. 

Some people find that important 
resources can be found at their local 
religious institutions. There are in 
fact places where the local temple 
is a good place to start, in terms o f 
finding people and resources. The 
same thing wi th churches—on 
occasion, there is a church that is 
very welcoming and open and 
supportive of interfaith families. 
So those are good places to look. 

When Steve and I got engaged at 
the end o f 1989,1 was working as 
a free-lance writer and editor, and so 
my first reaction was, "We're doing 
something that's really different here, 
so I 'd better go to the library. I 'd 
better find out what other people are 
doing and saying about this." A n d I 
got there and was so disappointed to 
find that the resources that existed 
were few and far between, and most 
o f them had a pretty clear slant 
towards "You have to raise your 

kids Jewish," or "You have to pick one 
faith." Then, just t ry ing to look for 
children's books or things that would 
be appropriate for our family meant 
another shock to me, when I found 
out that those things just didn't exist. 

Basic Books 
So I just happened to be at a good 
place in my professional life to j u m p 
off into the void and start providing 
resources. I put together an advisory 
board o f people like Lee Gruzen, who 
wrote Raising Your Jewisii/Ciiristian 
Cliild, which I still highly recom
mend, even though it's fifteen years 
old. It's one of the most helpful, 
supportive books for people who 
are just starting out. So I always tell 
people they should read Raising Your 
Jewisii/Ciiristian Ciiild,* and the 
U A H C press's If I'm Jewisli and 
You're Ciiristian, Wiiat Are tite Kids? 

lalways suggest that people read 
those two books, because they 
represent opposite ends o f the 
spectrum. They w i l l make you angry, 
they w i l l make you cry, and they w i l l 
make you say, "Aha!" Then you can 
get a framework for what you want 
to do. Lee's book is very supportive; 
she raised her children, who are now 
in college, i n both faiths. Andrea 
King's book, which is published by a 
Jewish press, makes up hypothetical 
families and explains, t rying to be 
subtle, about how the kids who are 
raised in one faith are really much 
better off. So by reading that book 
you get a sense of what you're up 
against when you make a decision, 
what certain groups are going to tell 
you about your decision, and so on. 

The other book that really helped 
me, at the very beginning when I was 
t ry ing to figure out what to do wi th 

Transcript excerpt from the Dovetail 

Institute's 2000 Conference in 

Louisville, Ky. For information 

on purchasing the full text of this 

transcript, or for details on the 

2002 Conference, call 800-530-1596 

or visit www.dovetaiHnstitute.org. 

Joan C. Hawxhurst is president of 

Dovetail Publishing, Inc.; founding 

editor, Dovetail: A Journal by and 

for Jewish/Christian Families; and 

author/editor of books including the 

award-winning Bubbe and Gram: 

My Two Grandmothers; Interfaith 

Wedding Ceremonies: Samples and 

Sources; and The Interfaith Family 

Guidebook. 

David M. Kaplan and Jan K. Kaplan 

are the parents of three young 

children: Lucy, 4; Sam, 2; and Delia, 

18 months. They are also the 

founders of a growing interfaith 

friends group in Memphis, Tenn. 

Also participating were Debi Tenner, 

Alicia Torre, and David and Patty 

Kovacs. See p. 10 for information on 

the Kovacses' work with interfaith 

religious curricula. 

"^Available in a new, revised edition 
from Dovetail; call 800-530-1596 or 
visit www.dovetailinstitute.org to 
order. 
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my kids, was Between Two Worlds, 
which is out o f pr int , unfortunately, 
but not impossible to find at librar
ies. Also, 1 th ink Amazon still lists it, 
so they must have a source some
where. It's by Leslie Goodman-
Malamuth and Robin Margolis, 
who in the 80s started a group called 
Pareveh, which means "neither mi lk 
nor meat," and that was their way of 
describing how they felt as adult 
children o f interfaith marriage, 
having grown up feeling neither fully 
Christian nor fully Jewish. "Ha l f and 
half," "both"—there were lots o f 
interesting ways that the people they 
interviewed described how they felt. 
The scary thing about Leslie and 
Robin's book to me was how many 
people said, " I feel adrift as an adult 
because I don't have a solid founda
tion." So to me it was helpful to say, 
Okay, these are adult children, let's 
work backwards to what I need to do 
wi th my children now to help them 
avoid feeling that way. 

Dovetail 's Mission 
So from the very beginning, what 
Dovetail has been about is helping 
people get to whatever place they 
need to be to start bui lding a solid 
foundation for their kids, whatever 
that foundation is, i f it's one faith, 
i f it's two faiths, i f it's Unitarianism, 
whatever works for an individual 
family. I th ink that's really, really 
different for different families, and 1 
would never presume to say that my 
way is right and your way is wrong, 
because there are just lots o f different 
ways to do i t . What we've always 
been about is t rying to provide 
resources that offer options and 
insights and experiences from 
other couples. 

Since 1992, the journal Dovetail has 
been having couples and experts and 
clergy and academics offer advice 
and opinions, and we always say to 
our readers, "Take what works for 
you from this." 1 th ink that's a big 
part o f being in an interfaith 
family—you have to plow through 
lots of opinions, and some things 
you're going to love, and some things 
you're going to hate, and some things 
w i l l work for you, and some things 
w i l l not. 

Especial ly for Kids 
To get specifically to children, i n the 
early 1990s there were lots o f books 
on Christianity for kids, and lots o f 
books on Judaism for kids, but 
sometimes kids from interfaith 
marriages couldn't quite feel con
nected wi th the children or the 
stories in these books, because the 
stories left out half o f who they were. 
So we decided to take the plunge and 
t ry to publish a book that would be 
appropriate, specifically designed for 
kids who were in interfaith families. 
W i t h Bubbe & Gram: My Two 
Grandmothers,* tried to create a 
book that would be appropriate for 
kids who were being raised as Jews in 
an interfaith family, or as Christians, 
or w i t h two faiths, even w i t h noth
ing, just to serve as an introduct ion 
to how families can get started 
talking about these issues. So when 
you read through it , you can't tell 
how this child is being raised. You 
can tell what her grandmothers are 
teaching her, but we tried to make it 
something that would work for 
everyone. And that may lose some 
people, and it may gain some people. 

^Available from Dovetail; 
call 800-530-1596 or visit 
www.dovetailinstitute.org to order. 
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A children's book that came out 
before Bubbe & Gram was called 
Hanukkah and Christmas at My 
House, by Susan Enid Gertz, who 
was then herself a young interfaith 
mother; it came out in 1990. I t is 
now out o f pr int also,"^ because she 
has found, unfortunately, that 
although people are ordering it , 
there just isn't enough critical mass. 

So the dilemma is, to provide more 
resources, we need more critical 
mass, and I have a sense that, in the 
next couple o f years, we may see that 
start to happen. I had a very interest
ing conversation wi th [another 
conference presenter] about possi
bilities o f imprints w i th bigger 
publishing companies, so you all may 
see, by the t ime your daughter can 
read to herself, a lot more things out 
there. We may also find that we need 
to find cheaper, smaller-scale ways o f 
publishing things. [Ed. note: See p. 6 
for one such idea.] 

That to me is where we are in terms 
of providing pr int resources for 
interfaith families. 

J a n Kaplan: 
1 have spent a lot o f t ime at the 
libraries and bookstores, Hterally on 
the floor w i th the whole children's 
religion section spread out around 
me, reading through them. I've 
found that, for young children, there 
are a lot o f board books o f pr imari ly 
Old Testament stories, and we use 
those a lot. We might occasionally 
get one discussion point in w i th our 
almost-4-year-old, after reading a 
story, but after that she has moved on 
to something else. So we're at a point 
now where that's pr imar i ly what 
we're doing. We're reading those 
stories, we're talking about them 

a little bit , and we feel like we're 
doing what the children are prepared 
to handle. 

We have found a couple o f board 
books that have audiotapes w i t h 
music. M y son particularly (he's 
almost 2) is attached to those. A l l o f 
those things I found by sitting on the 
floor at Borders and going through 
what's there. 

David Kaplan: 
Again, we're doing very simple 
things: we're t rying to introduce 
holidays, and we have started doing 
Shabbat—getting a challah, l ight ing 
the candles, saying the blessings. 

W i t h these Seders we've had for 
the last four years w i th our group, 
because of the number of small 
children, and also because o f the 
number o f non-Jewish guests we've 
had at our Seders, I found A 
Children's Hagaddah. For me, we've 
had the most meaningful Seders 
we've ever had using that, because 
everybody was able to follow, and 
we did the whole thing, instead o f 
picking and choosing. 

Jan d id some craft projects for all the 
kids at our last seder. They all made 
their own kiddush cups out o f plastic 
cups and jewels, and they really 
bought into i t . 

J a n Kaplan: 
That's an idea that came out o f 
Family Life magazine. There are a lot 
o f magazines that aren't religiously 
oriented that have that k ind o f 
information. 

David Kaplan: 
Whatever your choice is, you don't 
have to say, "We can't teach them 

[W]hat Dovetail has been 

about is helping people 

get to whatever place 

they need to be to start 

building a solid founda

tion for their kids, what 

ever that foundation is . . . . 

What w e ' v e a lways been 

about is trying to provide 

resources that offer 

options and insights and 

experiences from other 

couples. 

*FJowever, i t may still be obtained 
from Dovetail; call 800-530-1596 
or visit www.dovetailinstitute.org 
to order. 
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to Dovetail, please call 
800-530-1586. To order by mail, 
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Dovetail Institute for Interfaith 
Family Resources. This includes 
a year's subscription to Dovetail, 
a 10% discount on conference 
fees and tape or transcript costs, 
and automatic inclusion on the 
mailing list for free brochures 
on interfaith topics. This sum 
also includes a S30 tax-
deductible donation to this non
profit organization, and will help 
us continue in our work of non-
judgmental research and 
education in Jewish/Christian 
marriage. 

Thank you for your support. 

anything without the interfaith label 
on it ." I th ink you have to check it 
out and use it as you w i l l , at this age. 
Once the children get to an age 
where they can discuss more, we 
hope to get a lot o f help from David 
and Patty's work,* and utilize those 
in a more formal setting. But for 
now, I ' m learning more about just 
l iv ing it and not overwhelming them. 

J a n Kaplan: 
We have learned not to push any
thing that they're not interested in at 
the moment. We say, "Okay, we'll just 
t ry again in a few days, or in a 
month." Some of the books we have 
they've never gotten interested in , 
but some of them, they're not 
interested for a while, and then 
suddenly there's something that 
catches their eye and there you are. 
We've really tr ied to be respectful 
of our kids where they are, and to 
follow their lead about what they're 
interested in . 

David Kaplan: 
Do you remember when you were 
4 years old? Do you remember going 
to synagogue? I ' m sure you probably 
didn't have much fun. I know 1 
didn't. A n d so I got turned off to 
religion when I was 14 or 15 years 
old, because I was overwhelmed. I 
went through a lot o f education, 
f rom the standard Hebrew school; 

* See p. 10. 

then I actually went to a Hebrew 
academy for my regular school, and 
that was not a good idea. I really 
rejected a lot o f stuff I don't want to 
give my kids nothing, by any means, 
but I want to be careful to make sure 
that they're enjoying i t . 

J a n Kaplan: 
I t h ink that this is an age where the 
more important thing for us has 
been to focus on the everyday rituals, 
so we have talked a lot about praying 
at the dinner table, and how we pray. 
"This is the way that Daddy prayed 
when he was growing up, and this 
is the way M o m m a prayed." M y 
daughter went to preschool last year 
for the first time, and she came home 
wi th her own prayer, which they said 
over lunch. So we've had sort o f a 
round robin of, "Who's going to pray 
tonight? A n d which prayer are we 
going to say?" That has been impor
tant for us. Having Shabbas dinner 
has been important for us. The 
candles make it really magical for 
the kids, because at this age, they're 
really enchanted by that. So for us, 
we have focused a little more on our 
everyday life and how to include 
different things in that. 1 don't 
know that there's a resource for that; 
I th ink that's one o f those things 
where the resource is you, and 
what you feel is important . ^ 

Call for Children's Authors 
For our line o f notebook publications, we invite readers to submit 
manuscripts for Stories for Interfaith Children. It w i l l contain 
previously unpubUshed short stories and children's books; the 
authors w i l l retain the copyrights for possible future independent 
publication. 

For details of manuscript submission, contact 
Joan Hawxhurst at 800-530-1596 or Hawxhurst@aol.com. 
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How To Be a Jewish Parent 
by Anita Diamant (Review) 
by J o a n C. Hawxhurst 

One o f my favorite experiences 
witJiin my interfaith family is 

the cycle o f Jewish rituals that brings 
order and routine to our busy 
schedule. M y two young children are 
thri l led each Friday that "tonight is 
Shabbat!" M y 7-year-old can recite 
the blessings over the candles and 
challah, and my 3-year-old looks 
forward to his job o f blowing out the 
match. As their Christian mom, 1 am 
moved regularly to tears at their 
appreciation o f the Jewish elements 
in their lives. 

So, while I ' m not a Jewish parent 
myself—maybe because I ' m not— 
I looked forward to the oppor tuni ty 
to read and review Anita Diamant's 
latest book, How to Be a Jewish 
Parent. After all, I greatly enjoyed 
her recent novel. The Red Tent 
(1997), and I was familiar w i t h her 
books on Jewish weddings and baby 
namings, having pored over them at 
those points in our family's life cycle 
{The New Jewish Wedding, 1986; The 
New Jewish Baby Boole, 1994). 

For this new book, Diamant has 
joined forces w i t h a clinical social 
worker and family therapist, Karen 
Kushner, who also happens to be the 
wife o f Rabbi Lawrence Kushner and 
mother o f three adult children. W i t h 
Kushner's obvious expert help, 
Diamant has created a modern 
and useful guide to Jewish parenting 
through the ages and developmental 
stages from b i r th to adulthood. Each 
chapter includes clearly separated 
strategies for babies, toddlers and 
preschoolers, school-age children, 
and adolescents. 

As a typically busy and harried 
parent, 1 have been looking for 
simple ways to remember the 
holiness o f my daily life wi th 

young children, so I loved Diamant's 
suggestion for using the Sh'hechi-
yanu (the Hebrew blessing o f thanks
giving for beginnings) to mark the 
many milestone moments we parents 
experience wi th our children. When 
"your 5-year-old reads the word 
'mi lk ' for the first time, or when 
your teenager thanks you for making 
breakfast," simply saying that one 
Hebrew word is a manageable way 
o f remembering both the signifi
cance o f the moment and the 
presence o f God in it . The sensitivity 
to the needs and limits o f modern 
parents that is reflected in this simple 
suggestion is apparent throughout 
the book. Diamant tackles w i t h 
honesty and flexibility the questions 
of, "How much time can our family 
give to Shabbat?" and "How hard do 
we push our teenager to go to Jewish 
summer camp?" She also devotes 
entire chapters to special-needs and 
adoptive Jewish families. 

M y main criticism of the book is its 
unwillingness to address openly the 
audience for which it seems wri t ten. 
The explanations o f Jewish precepts 
are sometimes so basic, the sugges
tions so simple, that anyone wi th 
a modicum of Jewish education— 
anyone raised as a practicing Jew— 
would be able to skip over large 
sections. It seems clear to me that 
Diamant's audience is not so much 
Jewish parents as parents who are 
not themselves Jewish by b i r th , but 
who want to encourage and support 
Jewish practices in their family. In 
other words, partners in interfaith 
and conversionary marriages. 

Yet the author's text and resource 
lists are oddly empty of direct 
references to interfaith families. In 
her page-and-a-half on intermar
riage, she talks briefly about ways 

to answer children's questions, and 
then suggests getting professional 
help i f "your two faiths become an 
area o f persistent tension and 
conflict." She refers readers only to 
the Reform movement's outreach 
program, and names only books 
wri t ten in the 1980s. And in the 
several pages devoted to "Christ
mas and Hanukkah," the dilemma 
experienced by interfaith families is 
relegated to a footnote: "Intermar
ried families that celebrate both 
holidays may be disappointed by 
this discussion, but the decisions and 
choices in dual-practice families are 
beyond the scope o f this book." Fair 
enough, but I wonder i f she was 
constrained by her publisher, or 
i f she simply chose to ignore the 
complex reality i n which much of 
her audience lives. Either way, it was 
a great disappointment (and, I 
admit, a selfish one—she doesn't 
refer to either o f my own books for 
interfaith families!) to find so few 
references to the extensive new 
literature for dual-faith families, 
when Diamant must know that 
a great number o f her readers 
w i l l need this information. 

That being said. How to Be a Jewish 
Parent is a great resource for inter
faith parents who want to practice 
authentic Jewish traditions in their 
homes. Put it on your bookshelf 
next to The Interfaith Family Guide-
booii (wink!) and a good reference 
from your Christian denomination, 
and you' l l be prepared for the 
inevitable "stumpers" that w i l l come 
your way as your children—and their 
questions—grow and mature, p 

How to Be a Jewish Parent: A 
Practical Handbook for Family 
Life, by Anita Diamant w i th Karen 
Kushner (New York: Schocken 
Books, 2000). 
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Far Above Rubies by Cynthia P. 
Gallagher (CyclopsMedia.Com, 
2001). 

^0 
00' 

Rev. Donna Schaperis an 

intermarried United Ctiurch of 

Cfirist minister in Coral Gables, 

Florida. Her most recent book 

/s Raising Interfaith Children: 

Spiritual Orphans or Spiritual 

Heirs? (NY: Crossroad, 1999). 

Far Above Rubies 
by Cynthia Gallagher (Review) 

Cynthia Gallagher doesn't t ry to 
turn the tragedy of the Dutch 

Holocaust into romance or comedy, 
but she does create a gripping 
fictionalized account, based on the 
experiences o f her aunt. She tells the 
story o f "Xante Soof," or Sophie, who 
marries a Jew and adopts his six 
daughters. Her own mother tells her 
she is making a serious mistake— 
about the man, about the family, and 
about her own prospects. 

Sophie marries Jan anyway and not 
only adopts his children but falls i n 
love w i th them, so much so that 
when their names appear on the 
list to go to the camps, she makes 
a rather abrupt decision to go wi th 
them. Her name is not on the list. 
Still, she makes the journey wi th 
them, i n a way as defiant as her 
marriage first was. Her departure 
from Jan is portrayed wi th an artistic 
accuracy that leaves the reader sure 
the story can only improve. "What 
else can 1 do... they are my daugh
ters? They cannot go alone..." 

Gallagher tells us in the preface that 
what she next gives us is a composite 
of camp life, detail by detail, borrow
ing from many factual stories to 
compose a fictional account of 
what happens to the girls and their 
mother. The sexual abuse, the failed 
rebellions against the guards, the 
food, the clothing, the fear to use the 
toilet, the work, the letters hidden in 
the bosom, the decision about 
whether to sell a precious-gem 
ring or keep it for later protection, 
chapped lips and broken finger 
nails—all these details o f oppression 
are developed carefully by the author 
to give a picture o f heroism that 
inspires while frightening, chapter 
by chapter. 

Separation follows separation in the 
work camp stories. Every Monday a 
list is posted in the "dining" hall that 
indicated who is going to the next 
hellhole and who w i l l stay behind. 
One Monday, all five o f the women 
are on the same list. They are all 
going to a death camp. They actually 
rejoice. "Sophie couldn't decide 
which was worse, the loneliness o f 
unspoken fears or the despair o f 
shared ones." 

In the end Sophie survives the 
camps. The daughters do and don't 
make it in their own ways—that the 
reader w i l l have to find out person
ally. But the story o f courage that is 
the heart o f Sophie's story and the 
stories o f her daughters so surely 
grafted upon it keeps the reader 
turn ing the pages rapidly. 

Not everything Sophie does is 
perfect; she is portrayed, not as a 
saint, but as a survivor, and in the 
end she does survive the camps. 
Still, we are glad to see her courage 
remembered and her experience 
recreated by her niece and biogra
pher, Cynthia Gallagher; she is here 
to be "adopted" by the descendants 
of those whose own destinies were 
unremarked and unremembered. 

The title comes from the biblical 
book o f Proverbs, "A woman of valor 
who can find? For her price is far 
above rubies." This has an ironic 
flavor, since the passage it begins 
is traditionally read as part o f the 
l i turgy ushering in Sabbath dinner 
by lewish families in more humane 
times and places. This book doesn't 
make the Holocaust palatable. But it 
honors all those who endured it by 
bringing this one story alive. ^ 
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Jewish and Something Else 
by Sylvia Barack Fishman 
(Review) 
Pundits say that sociology is the 

science o f the obvious. Jewish 
and Something Else, which describes 
households w i t h children in which 
one spouse is a Jew and the other 
"an unconverted non-Jew" proves 
that statement true. However, this 
does not mean that this study o f 
"mix-marr ied families," conducted 
for the American Jewish Committee, 
is any less valuable for i t . Its author, 
Sylvia Barack Fishman, Ph.D., is a 
professor in the Near Eastern and 
Judaic Studies Department at 
Brandeis University and co-director 
of its Hadassah International 
Research Institute on Jewish Women. 

The study, which relies on qualitative 
data and interview material, sets out 
many findings that w i l l sound 
familiar to us through our own 
experience, while i t also gives other 
conclusions that are more intr iguing. 
The obvious include one that 
"mixed-married households have 
diverse strategies for dealing" w i th 
dual-faith heritages, a finding which 
w i l l be of no surprise to readers of 
Dovetail, nor, most likely, to any 
thinking person. Perhaps we also 
know or sense through our o w n 
experience the study's conclusion 
that "Jewish mothers, i n general, 
create much more Jewishly identified 
mixed-married households than 
Jewish fathers." I f Fishman's research 
had been more inclusive—its title 
indicates its l imitations—we might 
have learned that Christian mothers 
create a more Christian-identified 
household than do Christian fathers. 
Another conclusion that w i l l seem 
self-evident is that when parents 
encouraged children o f intermar
riage to date or marry Jews, the 
children were more likely to do so. 
It's reassuring that even in the age o f 
Madonna (and here I refer to the pop 

and not the religious icon), parents 
have influence over their children. 

More interesting is the finding 
that more than 80 percent o f 
mixed families took part i n Christian 
activities. Christmas, of course, was 
the holiday most commonly cel
ebrated, w i t h Easter second. A l 
though most o f the activities took 
place at home—and perhaps 
involved no more than put t ing up 
a Christmas tree—16 percent went 
to church and another 16 percent 
"celebrated in the homes o f extended 
family" but not i n their own. This 
finding is particularly significant 
because the study purposely over-
sampled mixed marriages that were 
"Jewishly identified." At the same 
time, Hanukkah and Passover were 
celebrated in nearly all families. 
However, those that tried to main
tain an exclusively Jewish household 
"often drift increasingly into Chris
tian activities as t ime passes." 

Some findings might be warning 
signals to couples starting out or 
already in mixed marriages. "Most 
non-Jewish male or female spouses . 
in mixed marriages expressed 
negative attitudes toward conversion, 
and had negative memories about 
pressure to convert." Also, "Non-
Jewish spouses raising Jewish 
children often found themselves 
resenting the fact that they had 
given up their Christmas and other 
Christian celebrations." This resent
ment increases as their Jewish 
children grow older. 

This report does include the usual 
research jargon and an occasional 
awkward phrase, but for the most 
part it is clearly wri t ten. Al though its 
focus is on Christian/Jewish mar
riages, it would interest anyone who 
wants to face the issues realistically. ^ 

Jewish and Something Else: A Study 
of Mixed-Married Families, by Sylvia 
Barack Fishman (NY: AJC, 2001). 

Sylvia Barack Fishman will be a 
featured presejiter at Dovetail's 
August 16-! 8, 2002 National 
Conference in Chicago. 
To register at special early bird 
rates, use enclosed flyer or call 
800-5.30-1596 or register online 
at www.dovetailinstitute.org. 

Jan Pottker, Ph.D., holds a doctorate in 

sociology from Columbia University. Her 

newest book is Janet & Jackie: Tlie 

Story of a Motlier and tier Daugfiter, 

Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, to be 

released by St. Martin's Press in October. 

She and her husband, Andrew Fishel, 

have two grown daughters. 
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Interfaith Religious 
School Resource 

Patty and David Kovacs, an interfaith 

couple, are founding members of the 

Chicago Catholic-Jewish Couples 

Dialogue Group and of The Family 

School, a bi-weekly religious 

education program that provides 

an introduction to both Judaism 

and Catholicism for children and 

their parents. Now in its eighth year, 

the school has an enrollment of 71 

children from 45 families. Since the 

Family School's inception, Patty has 

been developing an assortment of 

interfaith educational materials, 

including several textbooks and a 

curriculum that will eventually span 

grades K-8. Patty is also a columnist 

for Dovetail's Parents' Page. They 

have two children. Jack, 12, and 

Kelly 9. 

Mission Sta tement for 
the Chicago J e w i s h -
Catholic Couples Group 
Family Religion School 

Our Statement of Philosophy: 
"We acknowledge that both 
Judaism and Catholicism are 
meaningful ways to find God. 
Therefore, we undertake this 
Family Religion School to provide 
an avenue for the spiritual lives o f 
our children and to enrich the 
spiritual lives o f our families." 

The mission o f our Family 
ReHgion School is to produce a 
setting where, on a regular basis, 
we w i l l : 

- Convey to our children the 
stories, traditions, rituals and 
values o f Judaism and o f Catholic 
Christianity 

- Explore w i th our children the 
common moral code and shared 
heritage o f our two faiths 

- Insti l l in our children a sense o f 
belonging to our Jewish-Catholic 
community. 

Chicago School Materials 

K-8 Scope and Sequence of The 
God We Share (List of topics of 
lessons taught at each grade level 
in the Chicago Jewish-Catholic 
Family School) 

Three textbooks written for 2nd, 
6th, and 7th Graders 

Handbooks for Parent Teachers 
for Grades K-8 (in development) 

Patty and David are continuing to 
work on these materials. They are 
happy to discuss your religious 
education situation and describe 
materials they have that might be 
helpful. They are wri t ten for 
Catholic-Jewish families, but many 
are applicable to Protestant-Jewish 
families as well. 

The Kovacses can be reached 
at 773-275-5689 or 
kovacs@interaccess.com 

Call for Li fe-Passage Ceremonies 
Our notebook series—"New Beginnings: Welcoming Ceremonies for Babies o f Interfaith Parents" and " I n the 
Midst of Life: How Jews and Christians Cope wi th Death and Dying"—is proving so popular we're planning a 
th i rd offering. I f you have been part o f a confirmation or bar/bat mitzvah ceremony that was tailored for 
interfaith families, whether by incorporating elements o f both faiths or by casting a single-faith ceremony in 
terms sensitive to the presence of those o f another faith, please donate the rituals to share wi th others. 

Mai l your ceremony to DI- iFR, 775 Simon Greenwell Ln. , Boston, KY 40107 or—better yet—E-mail it as 
unformatted text i n the body of a message ( N O T as an attachment, please) to DI-IFR@Bardstown.com. Please 
remember to include publisher's contact information for any material that is already copyrighted. 
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Rabbis Talk About Intermarriage, 
by Gary Tobin and Katherine Simon 
(Review) 

The intermarriage rate among 
Jews has climbed to more than 

50 percent, triggering two antitheti
cal reactions. 

One: This is equivalent to a Holo 
caust. Judaism is doomed. 

Two: This provides Jews w i t h 
an opportuni ty to acquire more 
adherents, compensating us for 
our losses. 

Needless to say, those who articulate 
the first reaction are mostly among 
the Orthodox, although they can also 
be found among some other groups. 

What do rabbis, as keepers o f the 
faith, have to say about congregants 
who want to marry out o f the faith? 
And even more important , what do 
they do? 

To find out, Gary Tobin and 
Katherine Simon undertook a major 
research project, employing surveys 
and interviews wi th rabbis f rom 
around the country, as well as a 
review of the available literature 
on the subject, including sermons. 

The authors' detailed accounts o f 
how rabbis today deal on a profes
sional level w i t h Jews who wish to 
intermarry are what give the book its 
texture and its fascination for 
laypeople as well as clergy, for 
Christians as well as Jews. 

Almost all o f these spiritual leaders 
plead w i t h the couple to sit down for 
a discussion o f this complicated 
matter. But from that point on, the 
rabbis' responses are as varied as they 
are earnest and eloquent. 

Some w i l l officiate at a mixed 
marriage. Some adamantly refuse. 
Some w i l l attend the ceremony i f it 

is under civil auspices. Some w i l l 
refer the couple to colleagues who 
w i l l officiate, and some w i l l not. 

Officiators also fall into many 
categories. Some stipulate that the 
non-Jew should eventually convert. 
Some w i l l require promises that 
offspring w i l l be raised Jewish. Some 
w i l l officiate only for members o f 
their own congregations, or w i l l 
require the couple to affiliate. Some 
w i l l officiate in a church, and there 
are a few who w i l l do it on Shabbat. 

Also diverse are rabbis' policies w i th 
respect to the non-Jewish spouse and 
children. Some w i l l permit the non-
Jew to ascend the bima for parts o f 
the religious service; others won't. 
Some w i l l not offer bar or bat 
mitzvah to the offspring. 

Conversion policies vary widely also. 
The prospective convert must take a 
course in Judaism. In addition, some 
rabbis insist on a mikveh for a 
woman and circumcision for a 
man—although in the latter case, 
some require only a "partial c i rcum
cision" (that is, the withdrawal of a 
symbolic drop o f blood). 

Tobin and Simon t i l t toward the view 
that intermarriage, which has so 
greatly alarmed many Jews, opens up 
an opportuni ty for Jewish proselytiz
ing, since many converts become 
devoted Jews. 

Perhaps the conclusion to be drawn 
is that, given the diversity o f re
sponses from the rabbis surveyed 
and interviewed for this book, those 
who want a rabbinic presence at their 
marriage to a gentile w i l l find a w a y ? 

Rabbis Talk About Intermarriage, 
by Gary Tobin and Katherine Simon 
(San Francisco: Institute for Jewish 
Communi ty Research). 

Rabbi Samuel Silver is the spiritual 

leader of Congregation L'Dor Va-Dor 

in Del Ray Beach, Fla. and the author 

of seven books including Mixed 

Marriage Between Jew and 

Cliristian. A pioneer in the field of 

intermarriage, he was the hrst 

recipient ofDl-lFR's Father Dan 

Montalbano Award for Promoting 

Interfaith Understanding. 
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Eric Wolf Fried and his wife, Joanne 

Miegs Fried, have been married 38 

years and have four grown children. 

This poem was written in the 

beginning stages of their 

relationship. Retired from a career 

in wildlife biology, Eric now studies 

philosophy in Albany New York. 

Help U s Help You 
Please consider sending your tax 
rebate as a contribution to the 
Dovetail Institute. As always, 
we depend on donations to 
exist: not a turn of phrase, but 
the literal truth. We have several 
outstanding bills at the moment, 
and meeting them is not made 
easier by the fact that I (editor, 
director, clerk, and chief bottle-
washer) inadvertantly sent out 
the last batch of renewal notices 
with a price that was $5 too low. 

We need your help, now and 
always. And the beauty of using 
your tax rebate to help us i s— 
your donation is tax-deductible! 

Send your donation to D I - I F R , 
775 Simon Greenwell L n . , 
Boston, K Y 40107 or caU in Visa/ 
MasterCard information to 800-
530-1596. 

Untitled 
by Eric Wolf Fried 
W H A T IS THIS text 
w i th strange letters I am 
but starting to work out? 
M y inheritance; but 

in what sense is this 
people mine? Strange that you 
should place it in my 
hands, a text you, not I , 

have studied. O n the 
Eastern Shore o f Mary 
land we visited 
churches you as a child 

attended: Methodist 
where you sang the hymns, 
red brick Episcopalian 
wi th groves and graves 

where your brother was 
a crucifer. A n d now you 
fetch this to me, its 
strange words, barchuni, 

kodesh, in no longer youth 
ful hands. You hand this 
to me ever 
averring it's not yours. 

Non-Dovetail 
Conference 

Notice 
A C O N F E R E N C E FOR 

INTERFAITH C O U P L E S 

October 26 - 28, M i a m i Florida, 
The Bal Harbor Inn (May also 
be repeated in the Poconos in 
the spring o f 2002) 

A Safe Space to talk about Faith, 
In-Laws, Raising Children, 
Worship and the art of Juggling 
i taU. 

• What We Gain in Interfaith 
Relationships 
• What We Lose in Interfaith 
Relationships 
• Putting it Together 

Leaders are Dr. Warren Goldstein 
and the Rev. Dr. Donna Schaper, 
an interfaith couple who are 
raising three children in both the 
Jewish and Christian tradit ion. 
Donna wrote SPIRITUAL 
ORPHANS OR SPIRITUAL 
HEIRS: RAISING INTERFAITH 
C H I L D R E N for CROSSROADS 
(Order from 212 868 1801, x 
103). Warren is a professor o f 
American history and Donna 
is a pastor at the Coral Gables 
Congregational Church. 

Cost Per Couple $500 including 
a room for two for two nights 
and all meals, excepting Saturday 
night. Checks can be made 
payable to the Coral Gables 
Congregational Church, Inter
faith Retreat. 

Send check to CGCC, 3010 De 
Soto Boulevard, Coral Gables, 
Florida 33134 wi th letter express
ing your interest and any ques
tions. 
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Being Jewish: The Spiritual and 
Cultural Practice of Judaism Today, 
by Ari L. Goldman (Review) 

A r i L. Goldman, former reporter 
for the New York Times, has 

wri t ten w i th candor and sensitivity 
about his own religion, Judaism. 
This deHghtful book w i t h its engag
ing, conversational style reads like 
a pleasant chat wi th the Jewish guy 
next door. I t informs wi thout 
scolding, is scholarly wi thout 
being pedantic. A n d i t tells us nearly 
everything we always wanted to 
know about being Jewish. 

The book is both accessible and 
comprehensive. It's divided into 
three parts: The Jewish Life, The 
Jewish Year, and The Jewish Day. 
Each chapter ends w i t h a glossary 
of terms discussed and their rela
tionship to Bible or igin, Talmud, 
Calendar, and so forth. 

Goldman clears up any confusion 
we Christians may have on several 
points, such as the difference 
between Torah and Talmud. The 
Torah, he tells us, is the first five 
books o f Hebrew Scripture, often 
wri t ten on a ceremonial scroll. I t is 
the part o f the scriptures known to 
Christians as the Pentateuch. The 
Talmud, on the other hand, contains 
commentary on both wri t ten and 
oral t radi t ion. Orthodox Jews 
generally believe God gave both 
to Moses on M t . Sinai. 

Then there is bar mitzvah and bat 
mitzvah. Mitzvah means command
ment, bar is "son of", bat "daughter 
of." The boy/gir l is becoming a "son/ 
daughter o f the commandment" and 
takes his/her place in the Jewish 
community. 

The Jewish young person preparing 
to become bar/bat mitzvah must 
study the Torah. I t is said to be 
"acquired in forty-eight ways, each 

one o f them a good lesson for life," A 
quick glance at the list reminds us o f 
the exhortations o f the apostles Peter 
and Paul, addressing such issues as 
moderation, patience, and love. 

A n d Goldman discusses other areas 
from a Jewish perspective in a way 
that brings to m i n d Christian 
themes. 

Prayer: The Jew may pray alone at 
home—with some exceptions—but 
in order to pray in the synagogue 
there must be a minyan, traditionally 
defined as a quorum of ten males age 
13 and over. The Christian might be 
reminded o f Jesus' words, "Where 
two or three are gathered together i n 
my Name, there am I in the midst o f 
them." 

Fasting: The author playfully points 
out the difference between a Chris
tian (Catholic) fast and a Jewish fast. 
The latter is t ruly a fast—no food, no 
water from sun up t i l l sundown, or 
the time specified for that particular 
fast. The destruction o f the Second 
Temple in Jerusalem ( in 70 C.E .) is 
the focus o f several fasts. A separate 
day o f mourning, Yom HaShoah, 
remembers the Holocaust. 

Goldman's wi t is apparent in the 
anecdotes he shares. To take just one 
example, there's the New York tenant 
who buil t the ritually required 
sukkah booth outside his window on 
the fire escape. Tradition dictates that 
one should observe the festival by 
"dwelling" in the booth for seven 
days. His landlord took h i m to 
housing court and demanded the 
booth's destruction. The judge, "a 
fellow named Shapiro," warned, 
"You've got seven days to get this 
down." 5? 

Being Jewish: The Spiritual and 
Cultural Practice of Judaism Today 
by A r i L. Goldman (New York: 
Simon & Schuster, 2000). 

Roberta Rhodes is a free-lance 

writer, a wife, mother, and 

grandmother A contributing 

columnist to the Erie Times-News 

(Erie, PA), she has been published in 

various magazines, and is actively 

involved in a community writing 

group. 
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Dovetail Institute Third 
National Conference 
August 16-18,2002 

Location: Union League Club, Chicago I L 

Program Topics: 

• Life Cycles: weddings, baby-welcoming and coming-of-age ceremonies, 

remarriages and vow renewals, and funerals 
• Choices About Children: choosing religion, resources, education, 

and family celebrations 
• Inner Life: spirituality, burnout, finding other l ike-minded people, and— 

a new area for us—interfaith marriages that include Mus l im partners 
• Family Issues: adult children, daily life, grandparenting, extended family 

Above all, there w i l l be opportunities to exchange ideas and feelings wi th people 
in situations similar to your own, whether you're engaged, raising a young family, 
l iving w i th older children, dealing wi th the empty nest, or finding your way as 
grandparents in an interfaith family. 

I f you're involved wi th interfaith families as a religious or secular counselor, you 
w i l l find others to network wi th and draw inspiration from. And, as always, there 
w i l l be books and tapes for sale, free handouts of ceremonies and other resources, 
and networking lists to keep you in touch.If you're not already a member, send 
your dues along wi th your donation to ensure a 10% discount on conference 
registration fees and all tapes and transcripts. 

Register now at this special Early Bird rate {deadline for cancellation: 8/1/02). 
Please include your tax-deductible donation and membership dues. 

We rely on your support! 

Mail form to 775 Simon Greenwell Ln . , Boston, K Y 40107 
or call 800-530-1596 
or register online at www.dovetailinstitute.org. 

What people 
are saying about 
Dovetail Conferences 

a n a t w r a i s p r i n g i n 

t h e . . . d e s e r t 

We Have 
A Tool 
Kit' 
for Life 

eoercv 

c i i a l 

M E M B E R S H I P / S U B S C R I P T I O N 
Membership dues for non-subscribers $30 
New subscription and membership: $59.95 

D O N A T I O N : 
Contr ibutor $25 Supporter $100 

. Membership dues for subscribers 

. Renewed subscription and membership: $50 

Conference Underwriter $1000 . Conference Angel $20004-
Designate my donation for the Roberts Fund 

C O N F E R E N C E R E G I S T R A T I O N 
Name: 
Address: 
City: 
Phone: 

I wish my donation to be anonymous 

State: Zip: 
Fax: E-mail: 

$125 Non-member rate (all rates per person) $112 Member rate 
_Group rate additional 10% 

T O T A L PAYMENT Check all that apply. 
$112 Early b i rd non-member rate $100 Early b i rd member rate 

Visa, MasterCard, check accepted. Payment in full required to process your registration. 
Check Enclosed. Amount : No.: MasterCard Visa Expiration: 

Cardholder's Name: 
Card Number: 
Total amount $ 
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Bulletin Board 
Interfaith Support 
Around the Nation 
To be listed as a contact person for a group, 
or if you are seelcing to join or form a group, 
please send information to; 

Dan Josephs 
1175 S. Euclid Avenue, Oak Park IL 60304 
Tel: (708) 660-9503; Fax: (630) 574-8089 
EMail: JosephsDA@aol.com 

Dan is one of the founders and coordinators 
of the Chicago Jewish Catholic Couples Group. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 

California, San Francisco Bay Area* 
Existing interfaith group. Contact: Alicia 
Torre(415) 591-9434 

California, San Francisco Bay Area* 
Interfaith Connection Groups. Contact: 
Rosanne Levitt, Director (415) 292-1252 

Connecticut, Hamden 
Congregation Mishkan Israel: "Stepping 
Stones to a Jewish Me" for Unaffiliated 
Interfaith Families. Contact: Rabbi Sonya 
Starr (203) 288-3877 

Connecticut, New Haven* 
Existing interfaith group. Contact: 
Christina Giebisch-Mohrer (203) 287-9110 

District of Columbia, Greater Washington * 
Interfaith Families Project: Existing interfaith 
group. Contact: Julia Jarvis (301) 270-0514 

District of Columbia, Greater Washington 
Bethesda Jewish Congregation: Jewish 
congregation welcomes interfaith families. Contact: 
Maran Beth Gluckstein, Exec. Dir. (301) 469-8636 

Illinois, Chicago metropolitan area* 
Jewish-Catholic Couples' Dialogue Group. 
Contact: Abbe & Dan Josephs, (708) 660-
9503, or Patty & David Kovacs (773) 275-5689 

Louisiana, New Orleans 
Outreach programs on interfaith issues. 
Contact: Courtney Nathan, Jewish Family 
Service (504) 831-8475 

Massachusetts, Boston* 
Network of interfaith families. Contact: Adina 
Davidson and Joel Nitzberg (617) 776-3235 

Michigan, Huntington Woods 
"Celebrating Differences."Contact: Miriam S. 
Jerris, Jewish Humanist leader (800) 696-0380 

Minnesota, Minneapolis* 
Twin Cities Support Group: Existing 
interfaith group. Contact: Joan Cleary and 
Jerry Helfand (651) 698-7987 

Minnesota, Minneapolis 
Jewish Family and Children's Service of 
Minneapolis. Contact: Barbara Rudnick 
(612-542-4825 or brudnick@jfcsmpls.org 

Missouri, St. Louis area* 
Starting an interfaith group. Contact: Joanne 
and Larry Eisenman (314) 918-7992 

New Jersey, Northern New Jersey area 
Interfaith Families of Northern New Jersey 
Contact: Phyllis Gippetti (201) 337-2275 or 
Dale Kopel (201) .%8-9230 

New Jersey, Bergen Co. 
Starting an interfaith group. Contact: 
Lani Martin (201) 891-1818 

New Jersey, Hasbrouck Heights 
Temple Beth Elohim: Welcomes non-Jews. 
Contact: R. Fredric S. Dworkin (201) 744-3304 

New York, Rochester 
Interfaith Connection, Jewish Family Service. 
Contact: Michele Ruda Leve, C.S.W. 
(716) 461-2000, ext. 825 

New York, Rockland County* 
Interested in forming an interfaith group. 
Contact: Eric and Elizabeth Kohlmeier 
(914) 639-9380 

Ohio, Cincinnati* 
Interested in joining an interfaith group. 
Contact: Christine M . Segal (513) 793-2866 

Ohio, Columbus 
Gateways: The Jewish Interfaith Connection 
Groups and programs for grandparents, 
parents, interfaith couples, and families. 
Contact: Nancy Heiden (614) 231-2731 

Ohio, Dayton 
Jewish Interfaith Network: Interfaith group. 
Contact: Tonda Learner (937) 439-4313 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
New group. Contact: Michelle Carson (215) 
473-4086 or Kimberly Shore (215) 646-3363 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Area 
lewish Converts Si Interfaith Network: 
Support groups for grandparents, parents, 
interfaith couples, converts, and children. 
Contact: Lena Romanoff, Dir.(610) 664-8112 

New Jersey, South Jersey/Philadelphia area* 
Bifaithful Families &. Children Network; 
Group currently not active. 
Contact: Miriam Gilbert (609) 753-1173 

New Jersey, Whippany 
United Jewish Federation: Interfaith educa
tional program 8i support/discussion groups. 
Contact: Lynne Wolfe (973)884-4800 ext. 192 

New Mexico, Albuquerque 
Archdiocese of Santa Fe Ecumenical Office. 
Contact; Father Ernest Falardeau or Heddy 
Long, Family Life Office. 

New York, Long Island 
Long Island Havurah for Humanistic Judaism 
stresses intercultural strengths. Contact: 
Leonard CherJin (516) 889-8337 

New York, New York City 
Temple of Universal Judaism: Participation 
is open to all. (212) 535-0187 

New York, New York City* 
Interfaith Community. 
Contact: Sheila Gordon (212) 870-2544 
www.crosscurrents.org/interfaith.htm 

* Group not sponsored by a 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
The Jericho Project of Jewish Family and 
Children Service of Greater Philadelphia; 
groups for couples, parents, and familes; 
seminars, workshops, clergy referrals. 
Contact: R. Rayzel Raphael (215) 540-3737. 

Tennessee, Memphis* 
Interfaith group. Contact: Jan and David 
Kaplan (901) 767-4267 

Virginia, Northern Virginia area 
Congregation Beth Emeth: Existing Interfaith 
group. Contact: Judi Cloutier, Outreach 
Coordinator (703) 860-4515, Ext. 142 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
Interfaith Connection, JCC of Milwaukee; 
Existing interfaith group. Contact: Joyce 
Gutzke, Interfaith Coordinator 
(414) 967-8218 

Israel* 

' Call 800-530-1596 for contact info. 

United Kingdom* 

New interfaith group. Contact: Rosalind 
• Birtwistle (44) 01234 261 775 

ligious institution. 

Maryland, Baltimore 
Jewish Outreach Network Programs. 
Contact: Beth Land Hecht, Director 
(410)466-9200, ext. 381 

Maryland, Rockville 
Interfaith Outreach Program, JCC of Greater 
Washington, DC. Contact: Lisa Shapero 
Director (301) 881-0100, ext. 6782 

Massachusetts, Amherst* 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact; Janet Lehan Bloom (413) 253-3685 

Please note: Dovetail does not interview 
or investigate groups listed here. 
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The Perfect Keepsake for Interfaith Couples 

For the first time a Ketubah, a Hebrew marriage covenent, is 
available in language especially suited to interfaith couples. .1 Please send me a full 
The Poetic and egalitarian style clearly expresses an color brochure. The Poetic and egalitarian style clearly expresses an color brochure. 
interfaith couple's commitment to respect each other's 
heritage. It is a beautiful art piece, witnessing the bride and Please send me a ketubah. 

groom's promise to love and honor one another. Enclosed is $125 for each 
ketubah + $15 shipping 
and handling. 
(IL residents add 9% sales tax). 

G O O D www.agoodcompany.com i interftheaol.com 

and handling. 
(IL residents add 9% sales tax). 

G O O D www.agoodcompany.com i interftheaol.com CatI for Gilding & Calligraphy pricing. 
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