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nterfaith families are often bereft of 
connections to religious professionals 
who understand their unique joys 

and challenges. Rabbis, pastors, and 
priests alike are usually unfamiliar w i t h 
the needs of Jewish-Christian families. 
Jewish clergy can be openly disapprov
ing. Christian clergy more likely are 
unaware that their interfaith parishioners 
have special needs and sensitivities. 

Fortunately, there is a special group 
of Jewish and Christian clergy w h o can 
identify completely w i t h the challenges 
and opportunities of interfaith marriage. 
We are proud to present i n this issue of 
D O V E T A I L the stories of religious 
professionals who have entered into 
Jewish-Christian marriages. W i t h 
courage and integrity, the intermarried 
clergypeople profiled here share the 
challenges faced by other interfaith 
couples, and they also face additional 
pressures f rom their religious institu
tions and congregations. Their commit
ments, both to their marriages and to 
their congregations, are an inspiration. 

For the Reverend Donna Schaper, a 
United Church of Christ minister i n 
Massachusetts, marrying a Jewish man 
forced her to confront the possibility 
that her employer might deny her work 
because of her choice of partner. I ' irzah 
Firestone, a rabbi i n the Jewish Renewal 
movement in Colorado, sees her mar
riage to a Christian man as "a grand 
experiment, an experiment i n learning 
to balance amongst the paradoxes." She 
writes of the delicate balancing act 
between tradition and new conscious
ness. A n d for Ralph Gonichelis, pastor 
of a Congregational church i n Connecti
cut, the theological and practical chal
lenges of being married to a Jewish 

woman have helped h i m and his wife to 
broaden their horizons and increase 
their appreciation for diversity. 

For interfaith famihes searching for 
religious connections, there are other 
heartening articles i n this issue of 
D O V E T A I L . Our Program Profile 
highlights a company formed by 
clergypeople who reach out to Jewish-
Christian couples, offering information, 
support, and help w i t h life-cycle 
ceremonies. A n d i n the Opinion 
section, two D O V E T A I L readers share 
their experiences w i t h alternative 
religious organizations which welcome 
and encourage interfaith families as f u l l 
members i n ways that mainstream 
Judaism and Christianity do not. We 
hope that these alternative groups can 
inspire and challenge more traditional 
faith communities to f ind ways to reach 
out and unconditionally welcome 
interfaith families. 

As the numbers of interfaith families 
i n this country soar, we can expect more 
openness and acceptance of dual-faith 
households. U n t i l then, we are grateful 
for the support and commitment of 
unusual clergy and congregations such 
as those included i n these pages. T 
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F O R U M 

When A Clergyperson Marries Someone of A Different Faith 
THE REVEREND DONNA E. SCHAPER is Area 
Minister for the Western Area Office 
of the Massachusetts Conference of tiie 
United Church of Christ (UCC). 

was as convinced as anyone that 
being in love w i t h my Jewish 
husband w o u l d solve everything. I 

am not quite convinced that differences 
do matter. We share the unusual 
difference of me being a professional 
clergy, and he being an agnostic Jew. I 
come from the American working 
class, and he hails from the American 

Our bond was the distaste 
for our past, overcome by 
liope of a future, any 
future, as long as it wasn't 
lil<e the spiritual past. We 
wanted to raise our 
children in a faith we 
could believe in. Since it 
didn't exist, institutionally, 
we had to create it. 

upper middle class. While we share 
educational and national and racial 
backgrounds, religious differences 
alone are enough to keep us talking. I 
make all sorts of assumptions that he 
does not make or understand. I think 
we should practice our religious faith 
in worship regularly and frequently. I 
think that holidays have a religious 
aspect and that, for example. Thanks
giving means going to church. He does 
not assume the regularity of worship 
nor the holiday connection to worship. 

I think that "things are going to 
work out" if the matter is spiritual or 
psychological. He thinks they won't. 
He thinks that "things are going to 
work out" if the matter is financial. I 
do not. Although we have agreed to 
instruct our children "both" ways in 
terms of religion, the number of 
disagreements that result from that 
agreement is amazing. It is not always 
clear whose wor ld view is making 
decisions. I think his mother is around 

a lot; he thinks i t is my father ghost
ing most situations. The issues are 
not only matters of our personality 
but also matters of our class and 
religious values. Learning to spot 
and enjoy these differences and 
values as they show up in our argu
ments is crucial to the survival of our 
relationship. 

For example, we make sure to 
celebrate both Christmas and Hanuk-
kah so as not to confuse our children 
any more than necessary. We teach our 
children to be proud that they are 
"both." We w i l l be able to keep this up 
unti l their peers become more impor
tant to them than we are. 

Telling the Truth 
Recently I was invited to be on a 

panel of rabbis, priests and ministers 
on the subject of interfaith marriage. 
There I discovered more truth about 
interfaith couples than I had learned in 
ten years of being the Christian part of 
a Jewish-Christian couple. For some 
reason it had never occurred to me that 
the group would include Orthodox 
rabbis, because usually only those of 
the Reform branch of Judaism attend 
such meetings. 

So frightened was I of the Orthodox 
rabbis, so convinced was I that they 
were going to accuse me of murdering 
off the Jewish people, w i t h my daugh
ter Katie right there on my lap on the 
panel, so guilty was I at having done 
this thing which guaranteed such a 
high degree of orthodox disapproval, 
both from the Christian and the Jewish 
side, that I just decided to tell the truth. 
Often moments when you can't get into 
any more trouble than you are already 
in create a unique and gorgeous 
freedom. 

I found myself saying that the real 
reason that Warren and I had come 
together was that we found our 
religions of origin disgusting. We were 
embarrassed by their rigidity, their 
hypocrisy, their calcification. We were 
actually religious friends rather than 
enemies precisely because we both 
disliked our own religious pasts to a 

similar degree. I couldn't stand 
Missouri Synod Lutheranism; Warren 
couldn't stand an unblinking pro-Israel 
Judaism. Our bond was the distaste for 
our past, overcome by hope of a future, 
any future, as long as it wasn't like the 
spiritual past. We wanted to raise our 
children in a faith we could believe in. 
Since it didn't exist, institutionally, we 
had to create it. 

Much to my surprise, my truth was 
greeted respectfully. I was so encour
aged by the rabbi's respect and com
passion that I continued. I then found 
myself saying that I was delighted that 
our children had difference in which to 
be raised. I thought they would have it 
better than children without such 

continued on page 10 

D O V E T A I L ' S mission is to provide a chan
nel of communication for interfaith couples, 
their parents and children. The more families 
can share their ideas, experiences, resources, 
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F O R U M 
RABBI TIRZAH 
FIRESTONE 
is spiritual leader 
of the Jewish 
Renewal 
Community 
in Boulder, 
Colorado. 

M y life has become a grand 
experiment, an experiment 
in learning to balance 

amongst the paradoxes. I use several 
laboratories: my congregation, my 
home and, most sensitive and be-
splattered, my heart. It is in my home 
and my heart that what I espouse i n 
sermons and interfaith panels meets 
the test of fire. I have no choice but to 
be truthful. I am a rabbi i n love w i t h 
my people and i n reverence of that 
long and tortuous road they have 
traveled. I am a rabbi committed to 
perpetuating Judaism, not as a relic in a 
museum, but as a vital and viable 
civilization. A n d I am a rabbi along
side a partner who is in love w i t h his 
Christian faith, who studies and 
practices his faith as fervently as I do 
mine. 

You do not need to be a rabbi to 
know that an interfaith marriage, 
especially one in which both partners 
are practicing their respective religions. 

What is Jewish Renewal? 
The Jewish Renewal movement is an interna

tional effort to revitalize Jewish religious and 
spiritual life. Growing out of study of Jewish 
mysticism, the movement recognizes a spiritual 
path as an essential aspect of modem Judaism. 
Distinctive features of the movement include 
egalitarianism, lack of hierarchy, preference for 
the havurah or fellowship as the basic form of 
religious community, openness to ideas and 
practitioners of other religious traditions, an 
emphasis on tikkun olam or healing the world, 
and celebration based on the Hasidic use of 
dance and song as religious expression. The 
movement has spawned 30 to 40 Jewish Re
newal communities in the United States, 
Canada, Europe, and South America. 

For information on Jewish Renewal in your 
area, contact Aleph, the Alliance for Jewish 
Renewal, 7318 Germantown Avenue, Philadel
phia, PA 19119-1793; (215) 242-4074. 

requires delicate balancing between 
strong and opposite pulls. I am pulled 
by the voices of the past, who accuse 
me of lack of commitment to tradition 
and history. So this is how you intend to 
perpetuate us? the ancestors seem to cry. 
How can you live with that thing on the 
wall ? Don't you know how many of us 
died in the name of those crosses? 1 reel. 
Yes, Bubby, I know all too well, 1 answer. 
/ try to remember that always. 

On the other side, I am pulled by the 
voices of the future, who support my 
desire to achieve a new level of con
sciousness. Remember that all these 
traditions are only garments of various 
colors and fabrics. They are garments that 
enfold the great Mystery so that people can 
begin to approach It. And though these 
things, these crosses and menorahs, 
Kaddish and Hail Mary, have been invested 
with great feeling for ages, never forget 
that, after all, they all clothe the same Light. 
I sigh, both relieved and challenged. 

What we are doing in our household 
and our community is new to human 
history. It presages a new covenant 
between peoples and between faiths, 
and I feel blessed to go forward and 
offer encouragement to others who 
struggle wi th the experiment. 

H o w does a rabbi move toward a 
new consciousness and honor the long 
generations of Jews who had to hide, 

live on the run, or 
suffer forced conver
sion at the hands of the 
Christian religion? 
This is not my question 
alone; it belongs really 
to all of us. H o w do 
we educate ourselves 
about the past and at 
the same time begin 
the healing process 
that w i l l bring about 
forgiveness and 
mutual respect? To 
hold to the precious 
vision of mutual 
respect between faiths 
while honoring the 
past, to vaUdate both 
and deny neither, is to 
accept the tension 
between these oppo-
sites. 

Laboratory Experiments 
In the laboratory that is my heart, 

my interfaith marriage has shown me 
much about the "other." Being married 
to a sincere and heartful Christian, I can 
no longer make generahzations about 
that faith. In my husband I am con
stantly reminded of the quality that 
Jews might term devekut, loving 
attachment to God throughout the day. 
Living in such close proximity to h i m 
over the years, I have learned quaUties 
that I somehow never cultivated before, 
namely grace and forgiveness. I have 
the opportunity to see the Christian 

Being married to a sincere 
and heartful Christian, I 
can no longer make 
generalizations about that 
faith. In my husband I am 
constantly reminded of the 
quality that Jews might 
term devekut, loving 
attachment to God 
throughout the day. 

faith at its best and most beautiful. A t 
the same time, Uving w i t h h i m and 
being exposed to his religious articles, 
pictures of Jesus, prayer beads and 
crosses also conjures up painful 
collective memories. H o w is this 
possible? I myself have not hved 
through anti-semitic incidents. Some
times I feel as if I am a holding tank for 
the collective imconscious of the Jewish 
people, and the reactions that I have are 
aroused from a source that is not 
personally my own. 

I n the laboratory that is our home, it 
is important that my husband and I 
both maintain our ties to our respective 
traditions and practice in accordance 
w i t h our commitments and inner 
behefs. But where i n our home do we 
meet? For us a third area has devel
oped, the area that is neither Jewish nor 
Christian but which serves and nour
ishes both of us. We have nurtured this 
area of our home over the years, 
building personal rituals of candle 
lighting, shared silences, and spontane-

continued on page 10 
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P E R S O N A L I T Y P R O F I L E 
The Joys and Pitfalls of Intermarriage When One Partner is a Pastor 
by Emily Blank and Ralph Gonlchells 

When the two of us sat d o w n 
to write this article, we 
realized that many of our 

differences were the same as those of 
other interfaith couples—how to deal 
w i t h cultural differences, how to 
share spiritual activities, what to do 
about having children (if we had any), 
etc. On the other hand, Ralph's 
occupation as a United Church of 
Christ pastor does raise some unique 
issues for our interfaith marriage of 
sixteen years, and our interfaith 
marriage raises some unique issues 
for Ralph's ministry. We have 
endured painful insults and ignorant 
remarks, challenges to our individual 
identities, and hostility from religious 
communities. We have also been 
blessed w i t h broadened horizons, 
stimulating discussions, and increased 
appreciation for diversity. 

Problems Pecular to 
Clergy-Lay Interfaith 
Marriage 

Ralph: Many of my challenges have 
stemmed from theological questions. 
Although Jesus Christ is the represen
tative symbol of Cod which I f ind 
most meaningful, I do not consider 
Christ to be the only valid manifesta
tion on earth. In other words, Chris
tianity is not the only valid religion. 

Many Christians, on the other hand, 
regard the bringing of non-Christians 
to Christ as normative. I have been 
asked more than once, "You're such a 
good preacher. Why can't you con
vince your wife to come to Christ?" 
Some have even questioned my 
commitment to Christianity. 

These theological difficulhes have 
often led to practical difficulties. It is 
not always easy for an intermarried 
pastor to f ind a job. I have frequently 
found that my interfaith marriage 
leaves search committees cold. 

Theological questions have also led 
to tensions between me and my clergy 
colleagues. 1 have problems w i t h 

certain anti-Judaic sec-
dons of the Gospels— 
sections which no doubt 
reflect the rivalry of inter-
testamental Judaism and 
early Christianity. 1 also 
feel that the Holocaust is 
the second most impor
tant event i n Christian 
history, after the resurrec
tion of Christ on Easter. 1 
try to sensitize my 
Christian colleagues to 
both of these issues, but 
most fail to understand 
their importance to me. 

From the Jewish 
community, I have had 
much to bear, both as a pastor and as 
Emily's husband. Many rabbis 
appear to be hostile toward or afraid 
of Christians, due to centuries of 
Christian persecution of Jews and 
Jewish withdrawal from the dominant 
Christian culture. Even when 1 cite 
the example of the "righteous Gen
tiles" who risked their lives to help 
Jews during the Holocaust, I f ind that 
Jews still stereotype Christians as 
persecutors. This hostility and fear is 
exacerbated by my marriage to a Jew. 
A t least one Jewish person has 
accused me of "pol lut ing the [Jewish] 
gene pool" by marrying Emily. 

Emily: M y challenges stem from 
my need to retain my o w n identity. 
A t the same time I experience the p u l l 
of loyalty to Judaism and the pul l 
toward universality. 1 remain at
tached to the Jewish community at 
large and am currently looking for a 
Jewish congregation to call home. But 
1 sometimes feel overexposed to 
Christian worship. I n the past this 
has sometimes led to an identity 
crisis—if I am a Jew, what am 1 doing 
i n church so much? I have learned to 
cope by silently chanting Jewish 
services i n church when necessary. 

M y other major challenge is that I 
sometimes tend to forget that other 
Christians, particularly clergy, are not 

Emily Blank and Ralph Gonichelis. 

as accepting of Judaism as is Ralph. 
While I am certainly not ashamed to 
speak my m i n d to anyone, there are 
times when I have to remind myself 
that it w o u l d just be easier to keep my 
mouth shut. 

For the most part, Ralph and I lead 
separate spiritual lives, because we 
have difficulty f inding spiritual 
activities, either Jewish or Christian, 
that are ful f i l l ing for us both. 1 
wonder if, w i t h a bit of creativity, we 
could create our o w n mutually 
ful f i l l ing rituals. 

Joys of a Marriage 
between a Christian 
Pastor and a Jew 

Ralph: Yes, there are some wonder
ful aspects of our interfaith marriage. 
Being married to a Jew has given me 
insights into Jewish culture, the 
culture in which Jesus grew up. Such 
insights are useful i n situations 
ranging from sermons which explain 
what Jesus d id and why, to seders 
conducted for church congregations. 

Being married to Emily also serves 
as a filter. Congregations that are 
upset by our marriage also tend to be 
congregations that w o u l d have 
trouble w i t h many of my core values. 
Such congregations are probably not 
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ideal employers for me. On the other 
hand, clergy (particularly rabbis) who 
feel comfortable w i t h our marriage 
are probably people w i t h w h o m I 
have much i n common. 

I see how my interfaith marriage 
has decreased my tolerance for 
racism i n any form. Also, I am often 
grateful that my wife is a Jew, be
cause, since Emily is not a Christian, 
she avoids involvement in the politics 
of the parish and does not depend on 
me to act as her spiritual guide. 

Emily: While 1 have maintained my 
spiritual individual i ty , my self-
identity has been affected by m y 
marriage to Ralph. U n t i l I met h i m , I 
was alienated from the Jewish com
munity. Like many i n interfaith 
marriages, I found my o w n faith 
clarified by closeness w i t h someone of 
a different faith. I believe that my 
marriage to a pastor forced me to 
examine my o w n beliefs even more 
closely than I w o u l d have had I 
married a lay Christian. 

I have enjoyed the broadened 
horizons that have come w i t h being 
the wife of a parish pastor. I have 
come into contact w i t h people w h o m I 
w o u l d never have met had I married a 
rabbi or a layperson. This contact has 
improved my social skills consider
ably and has increased my capacity to 
relate to and empathize w i t h people 
of different cultures. Despite the 
disparity of culture between me and 
the parishioners i n Ralph's congrega
tion, I have also learned that the 
Christianity they practice overlaps 
much more w i t h Judaism than I had 
thought previously. 

On the other hand, since I have 
mixed feelings about the role of 
"pastor's wi fe , " I am very glad that 
my religion is different f rom that of 
Ralph and his congregation. This 
difference allows me to maintain m y 
o w n identity and keep myself f rom 
becoming "Mrs. Minister." 

Ralph: One of the greatest joys of 
our interfaith marriage has been the 

frequent intellectually stimulating 
conversations about our two religions. 
A n d i n attempting to understand each 
other's religious heritage, both of us 
have widened our reading interests. 

After more than sixteen years 
together, we believe that interfaith 
marriage, particularly involving clergy, 
is a healthy way to promote interfaith 
understanding. We hope to model a 
relationship of openness and empathy 
between a practicing Jew and a com
mitted Christian, despite the centuries 
of suspicion between our two peoples. 
We even hope that in some small way 
our marriage, by working well , is 
bringing about justice, peace and tikkun 
olam—"repair of the w o r l d . " T 

Emily C. Blank is Associate Professor of 
Economics at Howard University. 
Ralph R. Gonichelis is pastor of the Warren 
Congregational Church in Warren, 
Connecticut. 

We enjoy, refer and recommend your 
very fine publication to all our friends 
and colleagues. The level of under
standing and compassion appeals to 
us, and we are grateful that someone 
has taken the initiative to address the 
joy and sometimes pain that accompa
nies interfaith marriages. Keep up the 
good work and congratulations and 
mazel tov on the birth of Sarah Jane! 

Dr. & Mrs. Rich Goldman 
St. George, West Virginia 

Have a suggestion about DOVETAIL or a 
comment on one of our articles? Send your 
letter to: DOVETAIL, 3014A Folsom Street, 
Boulder, CO 80304. Sorry, ive can't promise 
that all letters ivill be published, hut we try! 

Questions from Our Readers 
Often DOVETAIL readers write for advice on issues facing their interfaith families. And 
who better to answer such questions than other DOVETAIL readers! If you have 
experienced the following dilemma, please send your suggestions to DOVETAIL, and zve 
will print them in a future issue. 

My Jewish husband and I are trying to raise our children equally Jewish 
and Christian, but he does not feel comfortable with the word "Jesus." As a 
Christian, it is impossible for me to explain my faith to our kids without 
talking about Jesus. How do other people resolve this dilemma? 

Interfaith Couples Mission to Israel 
sponsored by the United Jewish Appeal 

June 1-9, 1994 
T h i s visit to Israel , w h i c h aims to "address the issue of Jewish 
continuity," w i l l be led by M a r k and Sal ly Isaacs, an interfaith couple 
active i n a Louisvi l le , Kentucky, synagogue. T h e itinerary w i l l 
include visits to the H o l y places of Jerusalem, a dinner trip to old 
Jaffa, a Sabbath dinner w i t h an Israeli family, and discussions of 
interfaith issues w i t h scholars and other Jewish-Chris t ian couples. 
For more information, write to the Isaacs at 1393 T y l e r Park D r i v e , 
Louisvi l le , K Y 40204, or call them at (502) 458-3258. 
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O P I N I O N 
Another Option: Hunnanistic Judaism 
by Barbara Griss 

Have an opinion on an issue relating to interfaith 
families? Send it to DOVETAIL, and we may 
print it here. As always, inclusion in DOVETAIL 
does not necessarily imply endorsement. 

D O V E T A I L ' S issue on intermar
riage and conversion was very 
interesting. However, there is another 
Jewish point of view on these issues, 
that of Humanistic Judaism. This 
historical but recent movement i n 
Judaism is for those w h o value a 
Jewish identity but seek an alternative 
to conventional Judaism. 

Humanistic Jews belong to t w o 
groups: Jews and Humanists (not to 
be confused w i t h humanitarians). As 
Jews they value Jewish identity, 
heritage and culture. As Humanists 
they embrace a philosophy of life that 
dates back to ancient Greece, where 
some philosophers challenged reli
gious tradit ion and authority. 

Humanism believes in : 1 ) evolu
tion instead of creation, 2) egalitarian
ism and democracy instead of chau
vinism and authoritarianism, 3) 
individual and collective human effort 
instead of prayer, 4) reason and the 
scientific method instead of supersti
t ion and myth, 5 ) the natural w o r l d 
instead of supernaturalism, and 6) 
acknowledgement of human emotions 
and spirituality i n a natural w o r l d 
which is f i l led w i t h love, beauty, and 
mystery. 

Jewish Humanists are not fulf i l led 
by conventional Judaism's heavy 
emphasis on God, the Torah, and 
prayer. They wish to integrate their 
Jewish identity w i t h their personal 
convictions, and they want to use 
language that reflects these beliefs. 
Humanist Jews celebrate and teach 
about Jewish heritage i n a meaningful 
way (without worship of the super
natural), and they aff irm the right for 
all individuals to shape their o w n 
destinies through freedom, equality, 
dignity and reason. 

Humanistic Judaism is now an 
international movement w i t h sup
porters on five continents. The 
philosophy has been part of Jewish 
life for more than one hundred years, 
forming many secular and humanistic 
communities and schools. The 

movement formally began when these 
groups established national organiza
tions i n N o r t h America i n 1969 under 
the leadership of Rabbi Sherwin T. 
Wine i n Farmington Hil ls , Michigan. 
The w o r l d expression of this move
ment is the International Federation of 
Secular Humanistic Jews led by 

The moral worth of a 
marriage always depends 
on the quality of the human 
relationship—on the degree 
of mutual love and respect 
that prevails. Humanistic 
Judaism affirms the right of 
rabbis or Jewish leaders to 
officiate at interfaith or 
intercultural wedding 
ceremonies. 

Yehuda Bauer, noted historian and 
Holocaust scholar at the Hebrew 
University i n Jerusalem. This federa
t ion now encompasses over 30,000 
Jews i n six regions: N o r t h America, 
Israel, Europe, the former Soviet 
Union, Australia, and Latin America. 

Humanistic Judaism challenges the 
assumption that Jews are exclusively a 
religious community and that reli
gious convictions or behavior are 
essential to f u l l membership i n the 
Jewish people. Under this assump
tion, many Jews w o u l d have to be 
excluded, including some of the most 
intellectually advanced people of our 
time. Einstein, Freud, and others 
w o u l d have to be excluded f rom 
Judaism just as Spinoza was in his 
time. The fact that there is not one 
uni fy ing belief shared by all religious 
Jews, plus the large number of non-
religious Jews, belies the popular 
assumption that Jews constitute only 
a religious community. For Humanis
tic Jews, Jewishness encompasses the 
whole gamut of Jewish culture, of 
which religion is but one aspect. The 

Jewish people is a w o r l d people w i t h 
a pluralistic culture and civilization all 
its own, including many languages, 
many beliefs, a vast body of literature, 
historical memories, and ethical 
values. Jews are united by social 
identification and ancestral roots, not 
by their belief system. 

Humanistic Judaism has a unique 
approach to intermarriage and 
conversion. Intermarriage is an 
American Jewish reality—a natural 
consequence of a liberal society i n 
which individuals have the freedom 
to marry whomever they wish. 
Intermarriage is neither good nor bad, 
just as the marriage of two Jews, i n 
itself, is neither good nor bad. The 
moral w o r t h of a marriage always 
depends on the quality of the human 
relationship—on the degree of mutual 
love and respect that prevails. H u 
manistic Judaism affirms the right of 
rabbis or Jewish leaders to officiate at 
interfaith or intercultural wedding 
ceremonies. 

Humanistic Jews welcome all, 
regardless of their ancestry, who 
sincerely desire to share the Jewish 
experience, and who feel a love for 
and commitment to the Jewish people. 
The non-Jewish partner is welcomed 
into the Humanistic Jewish family 
circle and is offered acceptance and 
respect. The children and spouses of 
intermarriage who desire to be part of 
the Jewish people must not be cast 
aside because they do not have Jewish 
parents or do not wish to undergo a 
religious conversion. 

Joining the Jewish community is a 
process of cultural identification. 
Humanistic Jews prefer the concept of 
"adoption" rather than conversion i n 
describing the procedure whereby a 
non-Jewish person becomes Jewish. 
The authority to define " w h o is a Jew" 
belongs to all the Jewish people and 
cannot be usurped by any part of it . • 

Barbara Griss is Co-President of the Colorado 
Society for Humanistic Judaism, in Denver, 
Colorado. 
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O P I N I O N 

Another Option: A Church Without Walls 
by Susannah C. West 

' m a partner i n an interfaith family. 
Though I attended Methodist 
churches when I was i n grade 

school, I gradually drifted away from 
traditional Christianity when my 
family started going to a Unitarian 
Universalist church. M y husband, 
Dave, is the child of an interfaith 
marriage. He received little Christian 
or Jewish education while growing up, 
but he's always thought of himself as 
being more Jewish than Christian. 

When our first child was bom, I 
began to wonder about what type of 
religious education we should give her. 
Could we raise her to be proud of her 
dual heritage, or would we "cop out" 
by trying to ignore religious issues? 

Our situation was complicated by 
the fact that we live in a small rural 
commuruty where there are no Jews 
and no Unitarians. I often hear deroga
tory or slighting comments about Jews, 
and few people in town even recognize 
the names Unitarian or Universalist. 
For the sincerely interested, I offer a 
short, simple definition: Unitarians 
question the authenticity of the doc
trine of the Trinity. Universalists got 
their name because they rejected the 
Calvinist dogma of eternal damnation; 
instead, they have historically preached 
universal salvation. The two groups 
merged in 1961 to become the Unitar
ian Universalist Association, or UUA. 

Many traditional Christians put me 
i n the same category as an atheist. In 
spite of this, we found a church that we 
could belong to—the Church of the 
Larger Fellowship, Urutarian Univer
salist (CLF). It's a "church without 
walls"—its 3,000 members (about 2,300 
adults and 700 children) are scattered 
throughout the world . Many are 
Unitarian Universalists far from a U U 
church. Some live i n countries where 
it's hard for them to practice their faith 
in their o w n way. Others, because of 
work schedules, illness, or physical 
handicaps, simply can't attend a 
church. Through CLF's minister, Scott 
Alexander, its director of rehgious 

education, Betsy Williams, other staff 
members, an excellent lending library, 
and several publications, the church 
does its best to fulf i l l the religious 
needs of its scattered members. 

But how did CLF help our family? 
When we became CLF members, my 
main desire was that the church would 
show us how to give our daughter a 
religious education that explored both 
her Jewish and Christian roots. The 
CLF lending library started us on our 
quest. One of the first things I received 
was a new-member packet of informa
tion about religious holidays and holy 
days. In this packet, the many festivals 
of Christianity, Judaism and other 
faiths are described, along w i t h ways to 
celebrate w i t h the family. 

From this starting point, I began to 
explore the lending library. The first 
book I borrowed was a religious 
education curriculum for third and 
fourth graders. Holidays and Holy Days. 
Though designed to be used i n a U U 
church school, many of the activities 
could be adapted for use at home w i t h 
our five-year-old daughter. 

When our first child was 
born, I began to wonder 
about what type of 
religious education we 
should give her. Could we 
raise her to be proud of her 
dual heritage, or would we 
"cop out" by trying to 
ignore religious issues? 

The Christian observances covered 
i n this curriculum include: St. Francis 
Day, St. Lucia's Day, Posadas (Mexican 
Christmas celebration), Mardi Gras and 
Lent, and Easter. The Jewish holidays 
include: Rosh Hoshanah, Yom Kippur, 
Sukkot, Hanukkah, and Passover. 
Other units introduce Hindu, Buddhist, 
Moslem, African and native American 
celebrations. 

I found that Holidays and Holy Days 

worked equally well for both a five-
year-old and a grown-up who didn't 
know much about Judaism. We 
celebrated our first Hanukkah, reciting 
the blessings, lighting the candles of a 
homemade menorah, and exchanging 
presents. We made a cardboard 
dreidel, following the directions. For 
our Passover seder, we ate matzo ball 
soup and used the curriculum's 
simplified Haggadah. 

In the years since, we've borrowed 
other curricula that explore Judaism 
and Christianity. Nor did we stop w i t h 
what we learned through CLF materi
als. Our religion bookshelf now 
contains works on Jewish history, 
philosophy and cooking. 

Help for Interfaith Couples 
It seems to me that CLF can serve 

other interfaith couples as well as it has 
served us. For some interfaith couples, 
joining a U U church may be the answer 
to their dilemma. Sometimes, however, 
for the Jewish member of the couple, 
just being in a church, even if it is one 
that rejects many Christian behefs, can 
be very uncomfortable. But because 
CLF does not have a physical church 
building, it may not cause such ner
vousness and discomfort. Though I am 
not Jewish, I f ind that this is true for 
me—it is extremely difficult to attend a 
traditional Christian service. But I am 
very content w i t h the worship opportu
nities CLF offers. 

CLF provides both emotional and 
rehgious support without blatantly 
"pushing" either Christianity or 
Judaism. Best of all, it puts the explora
tion of faith back into the hands of the 
family. You can design the kind of 
religious education you want for your 
children. Betsy WiUiams is always 
ready to help you, either through the 
mail or over the phone. 

You can design your own family 
worship services, too. The Handbook of 
Religious Services, which all new 

continued on page 10 
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P R O G R A M P R O F I L E 
Interfaith Clergy: 
Providing Services for Jewish-Christian Fannilles 

A New Jersey office is the home 
of Interfaith Clergy, a referral 
and counseling service 

composed of about 35 professionals 
including rabbis. Catholic priests, and 
Protestant ministers. Interfaith 
Clergy reaches out to both single-
faith and interfaith couples, provid
ing wedding ceremonies, naming 
rituals, funerals, and other religious 
services, either w i t h a single clergy 
representative or w i t h shared clergy 
responsibilities. 

The private company was formed 
about ten years ago, when a handful 
of rabbis and cantors who had been 
informally performing interfaith 
wedding ceremonies decided to pool 
their services and resources. 

The company's religious 
services include no 
mention of either Christ 
and the Trinity or the God 
of Abraham and Moses. 
They prefer to refer to a 
single, universal God. 

According to the group's director, 
Shimon L. Berris, all of the religious 
professionals in Interfaith Clergy are 
"people who are comfortable helping 
couples in interfaith situations." Most 
of the Jewish clergy have retired from 
congregational duties. The Christian 
clergy are a mix of Catholic priests 
and representatives of many Protes
tant denominations, both w i t h par
ishes and retired. 

The company receives about 1,000 
telephone inquiries each year and 
provides the majority of its services to 
families in Delaware, Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, New York, and Connecti
cut. Local couples are given counsel
ing and a packet of information 
including a bibliography of useful 
books and suggested resources. 
Engaged couples are encouraged to 
join local support groups and to enroll 
together in the Reform course, 'Tntro-

duction to Judaism." A n d , if a couple 
decides to proceed w i t h the marriage, 
Interfaith Clergy—for a fee—provides 
a wide selection of wedding ceremo
nies and officiants from which to 
choose. 

Generally, the company's religious 
services include no mention of either 
Christ and the Trinity or the God of 
Abraham and Moses. They prefer to 
refer to a single, universal God. 
Wedding ceremonies usually include 
a Jewish biippah (wedding canopy) 
and a Christian unity candle. 

Couples who call from outside the 
five-state area served by the company 
are offered suggestions for f inding 
local clergypeople. Berris tells callers 
to "ask their caterer, their florist, their 
photographer, their musicians—these 
people know who's doing interfaith 
weddings in the area." If that tachc 
doesn't provide results, he suggests 
calling all the Reform temples in the 
area. "The couple may be disap
pointed and offended by some of the 
responses they receive, but sooner or 
later, they usually f ind someone who 
can help." 

Occasionally, a representative of 
Interfaith Clergy does travel to 
perform a service. Rabbis have gone 
as far as San Juan, Puerto Rico, and 
Paris, France, to perform interfaith 
weddings. 

Couples are encouraged to con
tinue their relationship w i t h the 
company's clergy even after their 
wedding is over. Clergy continue to 
offer support, answer questions, and 
help plan other religious life-cycle 
services, like naming ceremonies, bar 
and bat mitzvahs, and funerals. They 
encourage both partners i n a Jewish-
Christian marriage to retain and 
nurture their o w n religious identities 
and to become part of an on-going 
support group. 

They also offer advice on raising 
children. "Our suggestion," says 
Berris, "is that children should know 
and understand both faiths. But we 
think that parents should give their 

Shimon L. Berris, director of 
Interfaith Clergy. 

children a single direction, a single 
identity." 

In addition to their work w i t h 
individual couples, Jewish representa
tives of Interfaith Clergy are some
times called upon to provide pro
grams on Jewish holidays and cus
toms for Christian congregations in 
their area. 

The company has been criticized by 
clergypeople who disagree w i t h 
Interfaith Clergy's concept. "We are 
usually accused of chasing people 
away from religion," says Berris, "but 
we feel we are actually helping people 
become closer to their religion." T 

For more information, contact Interfaith 
Clergy at 3005 W. Chapel Avenue, Suite T6E, 
Cherry Hill, N] 08002; (609) 779-0017, or 
call the North Jersey office at (908) 232-3738. 
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R E S O U R C E S 
Interfaith Characters and Relationships 

in Works of Fiction 
In keeping with this issue's focus on 
intermarried clergy, we're including a 
work of fiction whose main characters are 
just that—Jewish and Catholic 
clergypeople in love. 

Acts ofFaitti, by Eric Segal. 
New York: Bantam Books, 
1992. 

This novel, by the author of Love 
Story and Doctors, explores interfaith 
relationships as it follows the lives of 
three young people—two Jewish and 
one Catholic—who grow from 
religious roots i n a Brooklyn neigh
borhood. 

Timothy Hogan, abandoned at 
birth, finds a home in the Catholic 
church. He shines in parochial school 
and prepares for Hfe as a priest. 

Daniel Luria is the scholarly son of a 
great rabbi. He is destined to follow in 
his father's footsteps, but after much 
soul-searching he instead rebels against 
his family's orthodox traditions. 

Daniel's sister Deborah was raised 
to be a docile and dut i fu l rabbi's wife, 
but her intellect and w i l l push her to 
want more. 

When Tim and Deborah cross paths 
as teenagers, they feel an attraction so 
strong that they each take a tremen
dous risk in sharing a kiss. They are 
swiftly punished for their actions, and 
Acts of Faith follows their separation 
and periodic communication through 
the years. Deborah eventually 
becomes a Reform rabbi, and Tim 
becomes a high-ranking Church 
official. The novel turns on the 
tremendous stresses of the religious 
life, especially the celibacy of the 
priesthood. Anyone who has experi
enced the trials and pressures of an 
interfaith relationship w i l l recognize 
in Acts of Faith a realistic portrayal of 
the struggles between love and 
tradition. T 

It is often difficult for interfaith children 
to find literary characters with whom they 
can identify religiously. This classic of 
juvenile fiction is a welcome exception. 

Are You Tliere God? It's Me, 
Margaret, by Judy Blume. 
New York: Bradbury Press, 
1970. 

Are You There God? is the story of 
a pre-adolescent gir l struggling w i t h 
all of the pieces of her identity, 
including her interfaith family. When 
young Margaret's family moves to a 
new town, her new friends f ind out 
Margaret doesn't go to Sunday School 
or Hebrew School. She tries to 
explain: "See uh. . . my father was 
Jewish and u h . . . my mother was 
Christian and . . . " 

"But if you aren't any religion, how 
are you going to know if you should 
join the Y or the Jewish Community 
Center," Margaret's friend Janie asks. 
Margaret spends many hours in 
conversation w i t h God, searching for 
an answer to that specific question as 
wel l as to the bigger questions of her 
identity as a daughter, an emerging 

woman, and a religious person. 
Margaret's extended family is 

portrayed in a way that many inter
faith children w i l l recognize. Her 
mother's parents told her mother that 
they hadn't wanted a Jewish son-in-
law. A n d Margaret's other grand
mother "wasn't happy about getting a 
Christian daughter-in-law, but she at 
least accepted the situation." 

Margaret reflects on her relation
ship w i t h her grandmother. "The 
only problem is she's always asking 
me if I have boyfriends and if they're 
Jewish. N o w that is ridiculous 
because number one I don't have 
boyfriends. A n d number two what 
w o u l d 1 care if they're Jewish or not?" 

On a school paper, Margaret writes 
that she hates religious holidays, and 
when her teacher asks her to explain, 
she has to tell h i m that she isn't any 
religion, that she is allowed to choose 
one when she grows up if she wants 
to. 

Talking to God, Margaret says: " I 
think it's time for me to decide what 
to be. 1 can't go on being nothing 
forever, can I?" Margaret starts to 
experiment, visiting churches and a 
synagogue on Rosh Hoshanah. Her 
Jewish Grandma says that of course 
she's a Jewish gir l , and her estranged 
Christian grandparents visit and tell 
her it's not to late to come back to God 
and become a Christian. Margaret is a 
very confused gir l , and tells God that 
when she has children, she w i l l tell 
them what religion they are at a very 
young age, so they can start to learn 
about it . "Twelve is very late to 
learn," she writes. 

By the end of the book, Margaret 
has not decided which religion to be, 
but when her period starts and she 
realizes that she is growing up, she 
does decide that God is there for her. 
"Are you still there God? It's me, 
Margaret. 1 know you're there God. I 
know you wouldn' t have missed this 
for anything!" T 
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Schaper, continued from page 2 
diversity. 

So encouraged was I at my reception 
that I threatened to tell the story of 
what it was like looking for a rabbi to 
join a minister in marrying us. The 
audience, by now, was screaming, 
"Don't, don't," because they knew I 
was about to haul out the real evidence 
of institutional ossification. "Marrying 
Sam" type rabbis abound. The one we 
happened to contact, after being turned 
down by literally dozens of more 
legitimate types, was very happy to 
marry us for $500.00, transportation 
both ways, gas and tolls. It was the 
tolls that really got to me. M y husband, 
who was making these arrangements, 
as Judaism added rejection to stupidity 
in his sight, asked this particular 
marrying Sam if there might be a 
professional courtesy since the bride 
was a minister. He offered ten percent. 

When I fell i n love w i t h a Jew, it 
seemed possible to me that I would 
never be employed in the United 
Church of Christ again—although not 
likely—and it seemed to me that were I 
to be denied work in the United 
Church of Christ because I married a 
Jew and pledged to raise my children 
"both" ways, that I 'd rather not work 
for them. Their rigidity would deny 
my most intimate God. Denial of my 
most intimate God would make it 
impossible for me to minister anyway. 

Other couples don't have the strange 
problem that we have: I keep my first 
husband's name because I don't want 
to be the Rev. Donna Goldstein. I have 
served two UCC parishes since I was 
married to Warren. One was very 
liberal, one very conservative. Both 
welcomed me, h im and our children 
w i t h open arms. 

Finding an institutional home for 
interfaith couples is becoming easier. 
More and more congregations are 
sprouting up at the edge of denomina
tions and synagogues. Shelter for 
interfaith couples is both twice as 
difficult and twice as interesting as it is 
for people who marry wi th in their o w n 
birth faiths. It starts w i t h telling the 
truth, moves to an institutional home, 
and then becomes a spiritual home. A 
place to live inside ourselves where we 

can feel comfortable. Shelter is a place 
from which we can see what we can see 
of God. Shelter is the place which 
raises children. Not institutions. Not 
even parents. But shelter. That place 
where God joins our living. • 

Firestone, continued from page 3 
ous heart-felt prayer directed to the 
God behind the garments. A n d 
always, we communicate our reverence 
for each other's tradition and for the 
commitment we each have made to our 
own path. 

In the laboratory that is my Jewish 
Renewal congregation, we balance 
between inclusivity and integrity. The 
Jewish Renewal movement draws on 
the integrity of traditional Judaism 
while also honoring the fact that truth 
comes i n many forms. We are non-
hierarchical and egalitarian, and we 
include i n our worship many ways of 
seeing the truth, many multi-colored 
garments. 

Our congregation has many inter
faith families. We welcome families of 
diverse backgrounds and take it upon 
ourselves to carry a mindfulness that 
invites pluralism. Hopefully, our 
services are b o m of such pluraHsm. 
A n d here comes the balancing act 
again. It is so easy to open your hands 
too widely in the spirit of universality 
and lose what is uniquely yours. Our 
intention is to bridge and heal the 
"apartness" that we have suffered for 
too long, without losing the integrity of 
what is uniquely Jewish. 

I n years past, our services became so 
open and accomodating to the "other" 
that they were in danger of becoming 
generic spiritual meetings. I asked 
myself long and hard. Is this what we are 
all heading toward? Some dilute form of all 
of our traditions? No, I tell myself, it is 
harder, much harder to co-inhabit the 
same space and hold each of our 
integrities too, but we must not slide 
into generic universality. 

In our marriages and in our commu
nities, it is much easier at times to 
merge, to blend. A n d on small points, 
like how to pour the wine or to say 
amen, it may be better to do so. But on 

issues of one's uniqueness, personal or 
religious, I ask myself, can we afford to 
blend? It may be more harmonious in 
the short m n , but the cost may be a loss 
of soul. I prefer to use as a model the 
image of a perforated boundary, a 
semi-permeable membrane which 
allows for lots of exchange, confluence, 
and interaction, yet always w i t h the 
permission to retain each of our 
individual identities. 

Of course, in the end this great 
experiment of which I speak, no matter 
in which laboratory it is being con
ducted, belongs to God! Christians and 
Jews are being brought together 
through love and attraction like never 
before i n the history of religion. A n d 
only God knows what w i l l become of 
this experiment. W i l l we fall into 
forgetfulness or despair? Or w i l l we 
have the courage to hold on to our 
respective identifies? The world is 
watching this great interfaith experi
ment, and God is certainly watching 
too, to see if such healing is produced 
through us as to change the course of 
human history. T 

West, continued from page 7 
members receive, gives you sugges
tions. Sermons pubUshed in the 
monthly newsletter, QUEST, are often 
especially written to become a service 
to share w i t h family and friends. Or 
you can borrow A Month of Sundays, 
which contains four sermons by a U U 
minister, in a worship service format. 

Like all churches, CLF depends on 
voluntary support. It conducts a yearly 
"every member canvass by mai l " i n 
which members decide for themselves 
how much support they can give. As a 
U U congregation, it sends delegates to 
the UUA's annual General Assembly. 
It even offers enthusiastic encourage
ment and support to groups of mem
bers who want to form congregations 
of their own, complete w i t h meeting 
place and weekly services. 

If you'd like to leam more about 
CLF, you can write to Church of the 
Larger Fellowship, Unitarian Univer
salist, 25 Beacon St., Boston, M A 02108-
2823, or call (617) 742-2100. T 
Susannah C. West lives in Ripley, Ohio. 
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B U L L E T I N B O A R D 
This is the third edition of our new Bulletin Board. Want to find an interfaith group in your area or let people know of one that 
already exists? Send your information to DOVETAIL, and we'll include it here in an upcoming issue. Happy networking! 

Amherst, Massachusetts 
Two existing local interfaith groups. 
Contact: Janet Lehan Bloom 
38 South Mt . Holyoke Drive 
Amherst, M A 01002 
(413) 253-3685 

New Haven, Connecticut 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Christina Giebisch-Mohrer 
49 Brookside Drive 
Hamden, CT 06517 
(203) 287-9110 

Hartford, Connecticut 
Interfaith Chavurah for Liberal 

Judaism 
Existing interfaith group lookii^gfor new 

members. 
Contact: Rabbi Steve Mason 
P.O. Box 270957 
West Hartford, CT 06107 
(203) 233-4932 

New Yoric, New Yorl< 
Temple of Universal Judaism 
Participation is open to all, and there is 

no barrier to the marriage of a Jew to 
a non-Jew. 

Contact: Rabbi Roy A. Rosenberg 
1010 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10028 
(212) 535-0187 

Capital District area. 
New York 
Interested in either joining an existing 

group or forming a new group in this 
area. 

Contact: John and Debbie Toy 
112 Crescent Village Apts. 
Clifton Park, NY 12065 
(518) 373-8564 

Rockland County, New York 
Interested informing an interfaith group 

in this area. 
Contact: Eric and EUzabeth Kohlmeier 
3 Findlay Court 
New City, NY 10956 
(914) 639-9380 

South Jersey/Philadelphia 
Bifaithful Families and Children 

Network 
"Bifaithful," a homemade term, means 

that both religions/traditions/cultures 
are celebrated in the home, even if 
children are given one religious identity 
(or none). 

Contact: Sue Hanna (609) 596-6962, 
or Mir iam Gilbert (609) 753-1173 

Columbus, Ohio 
Gateways: The Jewish Interfaith 

Connection 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Jan Buchler 
1125 College Avenue 
Columbus, O H 43209 
(614) 231-2731 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Interested in forming an interfaith group 

in this area. 
Contact: Christine M . Segal 
7675 Shadowhill Way 
Cincinnati, O H 45242 
(513) 489-8840 x276 (day) 
(513) 793-2866 (evening) 

Louisville, Kentucky 
Interested in forming an interfaith group 

in this area. 
Contact: Carolyn Humphrey and 

Fred Gross 
3904 Therina Way 
Louisville, KY 40241 
(502) 423-8583 

Chicago, Illinois 
Jewish-Catholic Couples Dialogue 

Group 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Patty and David Kovacs 
4941 N . Fairfield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60625 
(312) 275-5689, or 
Abbe and Dan Josephs 
(708) 963-4565 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
T w i n Cities Support Group 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Chris Simon and Judy 

Sharken Simon 
3446 44th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, M N 55406-2902 
(612) 724-8947 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
Interfaith Friendship Group 
Currently forming a new group. 
Contact: SueDaube 
Jewish Family Service 
2026 St. Charles Ave. 
New Orleans, L A 70130 
(504)524-8475 

Houston, Texas 
Looking for an interfaith group it\ area. 
Contact: Dan and Melinda Croft 
8026 Big Oak Trail 
Houston, TX 77040 ' ' ' 
(713) 937-6589 

San Francisco Bay Area, 
California 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Ahcia Torre 
775 Buckland Ave. 
Belmont, CA 94002 
(415) 591-9434 

Los Angeles, California 
Newly formed interfaith group. 
Contact: Susan Berns 
4624 Mirador Place 
Tarzana, CA 91356 
(818)609-1832 

A P R I L / M A Y 1994 DOVETAIL 11 



Back Issues of DOVETAIL Available 
Did you miss the early issues of D O V E T A I L ? Or lend a copy to a friend, 
never to see it again? Complete your set by ordering from the following hst. 
Send $4.50 per issue to D O V E T A I L , making sure to note the issue number. 
Quantities are limited, so order today! 

Issue 1:1: An Important New Resource for Parents & Children of All Ages 

Issue 1:2: The Two Cultures of Christianity and Judaism 

Issue 1:3: Christmas and Hanukkah: The "December Dilemma" 

Issue 1:4: Interfaith Weddings 

Isswe L-5; Grandparents of Interfaith Children 

Issue 1:6: Media Portrayal of Interfaith Families: 
How the Rest of the World Sees Us 

Issue 2:1: Religious Education for Your Interfaith Children: 
How to Decide 

Issue 2:2: Religious Education for Your Interfaith Children: 
Implementing Your Decision 

IssMe 2.3. Conversion to A Spouse's Faith: Who Chooses It and Why 

Issue 2:4: Welcoming Ceremonies: Bringing an Interfaith Child 
into the Community 

D O V E T A I L is looking for articles 
for upcoming issues. If you are 
interested in writing about any of 
the following topics, or if you have 
an unrelated article idea, please 
contact us. 

• A d u l t C h i l d r e n of 
Intermarriage 

• Innovative Ideas for 
Celebrating i n an 
Interfaith Home 

T T h e History of Intermarriage 
i n the Uni ted States 

T Jewish-Chris t ian Relations 
at the Institutional L e v e l 

• W h e n Someone i n an 
Interfaith Family D i e s 

• Interfaith C o m i n g of 
Age Ceremonies 

• W h e n Interfaith Couples 
Seek Therapy 

Request for Jewlsti-Ctiristian Life-Cycle Ceremonies: 
If your interfaith family or group has created any of the following: 

weddings, naming rituals, coming of age ceremonies, funerals, or ottier celebrations, 
we'd like to invite you to share your creations with other interfaith families. 

D O V E T A I L is planning publication of a book of 
Jewish-Christian Life-Cycle Ceremonies. 

Please send a copy of your ceremony, along with a brief cover letter explaining how you created it, 
to D O V E T A I L , A T T N : Life-Cycle Ceremonies, by June 1,1994. 

DOVETAIL: 
A Newsletter by and for Jewish-Christian Families 
3014A Folsom s t reet 
Boulder, C O 80304 

In the Next Issue: 
Talking with 

Adult Children 
of Interfaith 
Marriage 

Include your local Jewish-Christian group on the Bulletin Board—see page 11. 
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