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Looking Back on Interfaith 
Wedding Ceremonies: 
Insights and Advice 

Most of us have heard the 
numbers. According to the 

Jewish Outreach Institute, there are 
an estimated one m i l l i o n Jews i n the 
United States married to someone of 
another faith. The national rate o f 
interfaith marriage for Jews marrying 
today is 52 percent. I n other words, 
more than half of the Jews getting 
married this year w i l l marry 
people who aren't Jewish 
(and most o f these partners 
w i l l be Christians). 

What are the special issues facing 
these interfaith couples as they plan 
their weddings? Where can they t u r n 
for advice, support, and examples? 
What can they learn f rom intermar
ried couples looking back on their 
own wedding days? These are the 
questions addressed i n this issue 
of Dovetail by couples and clergy 
who have participated i n interfaith 
weddings. The articles i n this issue 
are intended to help engaged couples 
plan their weddings and already-
married couples reflect back on the 
start of their lives together. 

Partners planning an interfai th 
wedding w i l l be challenged to f i n d 
representatives of their two rel i 
gious heritages w h o are w i l l i n g 
to per form their wedding cer
emony. They w i l l be challenged 
to br ing together two sets o f 
closely-followed tradit ions w i t h 
out unduly upsetting either family. 
Most important ly , they w i l l be 
challenged to create together 
a ceremony that expresses their 
commonly-he ld values about 
marriage, family, and c o m m u n i t y 
w i t h i n the context of two different 
religious traditions. 

Couples who have gone through the 
experience of an interfaith wedding 
can be extremely helpful to engaged 
couples who are working out 
the details of their own ceremony. 
We encourage those of our readers 
who are already married to reach 

out w i t h support 
and guidance to 

engaged inter
faith couples. 

I f you are 
planning 

a wedding, 
look around in your area 

for interfaith couples who would 
be wi l l ing to share their experiences 
w i t h you. You may even live i n an 
area where an established interfaith 
group exists, and you can draw on 
the experiences and insights of a 
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Qualifications desired include: 
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whole roomful o f interfaith families. 
Such groups exist in Chicago, 
Washington, D.C., New Haven, 
Minneapolis, San Francisco, and 
other metropoHtan areas around the 
country. See our Bulletin Board on 
page 12 of this issue for how to reach 
some of these groups. 

I f you work at i t , you can find helpful 
clergypeople to assist you i n your 
wedding planning and perhaps to 
officiate at your ceremony. This issue 
of Dovetail contains articles by two 
such clergy, who share their reflections 
and ideas about interfaith marriages. 

Another help to engaged couples is the 
first i n our series of compilations of 
interfaith ceremonies, Interfaith 
Wedding Ceremonies: Samples and 
Sources, available in March 1996. For 
more information on this exciting new 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 

of communicat ion for interfaith couples, their 

parents and their chi ldren. The more famil ies 

can share their ideas, experiences, resources, 

and support, the more they can make peace in 

their homes and communihes. Jewish and 

Christian perspectives can dovetail . 

Believing that there are no definit ive answers 

to the questions fac ing interfaith famil ies. 

Dovetail str ives to be open to all ideas and 

opinions. Editorial content attempts to balance 

and respect the perspectives of both Jewish 

and Christian partners in interfaith marriages, 

as we l l as the diverse perspect ives of parents 

and children of interfaith couples. Inclusion 

in Dovetail does not imply endorsement 

Dovetail accepts a thoughtful and construchve 

discussion of all related issues in the Letters 

to the Editor sect ion, and reserves the 

r ight to reply. 

resource, which offers the first and 
only national compilation of ceremo
nies created by interfaith couples and 
clergy who officiate at interfaith 
weddings, see page 15. 

We are expanding in other ways, 
too. You'll soon be able to surf to our 
Web page, at http: / /www.mich.com/ 
~dovetail . We'll look forward to your 
visits and your comments. 

I n this issue of Dovetail, you'l l 
find our th i rd Reader Survey, which 
focuses on children of interfaith 
families. We encourage you to take a 
few minutes to complete and return 
this survey, so that we may use your 
comments to improve and expand 
our coverage of issues important to 
you and your own interfaith family. 
Look for the results of the survey 
i n a future issue of Dovetail. 

DOVETAILdSSN 1062-7359) is published 

bimonthly (6 t imes per year) by: Dovetail 

Publishing, P.O. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, Ml 

49019; (616) 342-2900; fax: (616) 342-1012; 

e-mail: hawxhurst@aol.com or 

dovetail@mich.com. 

A one-year subscript ion is available for 

$24.99 from the above address (Michigan 

residents please add 6% sales tax). Inter

national subscript ions are $35.00. Single 

issues are available for$4.50 each. 

DOVETAILwelcomes article submissions 

(query or completed manuscript), letters to 

the editor, and comments or suggestions. 

Send to Joan C. Hawxhurst , Editor, a t the 

above address. We look forward to 

hearing from you. 

Copyr igh t© 1996 by Dovetail Publishing. 

All rights reserved. 
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Couples Look Back at Their 
Wedding Days 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst 

Who better to ask about planning 
an interfaith wedding ceremony 

than couples who have already done it? 
We asked Dovetail readers to share 
their reflections on their own wedding 
days by responding to a survey in our 
February/March 1995 issue. When 
we tallied the results, several common 
threads emerged. Couples who created 
their own "blended" ceremonies were 
almost universally pleased wi th the 
resuhs, and often cited their interfaith 
ceremonies as "the best part" of their 
wedding days. On the other hand, 
couples whose ceremonies included 
a predominance of traditions f r o m a 
single faith were often wistful about 
the lack of balance. Almost everyone 
who responded to our questions was 
pleased w i t h the positive responses of 
their families on their wedding day, 
even when families had been distant 
or disapproving beforehand. 

Choosing an Officiant 

Choice of clergy is an important 
factor in couples' satisfaction w i t h their 
weddings. One New York couple recalls 
the importance of f inding a rabbi or 
cantor to be a part of its wedding day. 
"We would have eloped otherwise." 
The pair managed to f i n d both a rabbi 
and a priest w i t h w h o m they were 
pleased, and they remember that 
their wedding "was incredible—it 
lasted three days and was very joyful ." 

A Protestant f rom Oklahoma married 
her Jewish fiance i n her grandmother's 
home. Looking back, she wishes that 
she had incorporated more religious 
traditions, both Christian and Jewish, 
into the ceremony. " I t was cold, even 
though the justice of the peace was 
good." She and her fiance had been 
unable to find a rabbi wi l l ing to 
officiate at their ceremony, and 
although their minister was wi l l ing 

to participate, they decided that having 
only Christian clergy representation 
was not fair to the Jewish family. I f 
she had i t to do over, she would " f i n d 
someone to represent both sides and 
make i t more meaningful." 

A Catholic woman f rom Virginia 
remembers her disappointment that 
the priest who co-officiated at her 
ceremony was not more supportive. 
The rabbi, she wrote, was the best 
part of the ceremony—"everyone 
loved h i m , " but the priest was there 
"under duress." He was 30 minutes late 
for the ceremony, and she was afraid he 
wouldn't show. I f she had it to do over, 
she would "seek out a sympathetic 
priest while we were still dating." 

Involving Your Family 

Family involvement is another 
indicator of couples' satisfaction 
w i t h their weddings. A Jewish reader 
f rom Massachusetts, when asked about 
what she would do differently, reflected 
on the civU ceremony performed by a 
Jewish judge, and said that she would 
have "involved more people, like our 
parents, in the ceremony. At the time, 
they did not appear to wish to be 
involved." 

Creating a Ceremony 

Many interfaith couples base their 
satisfaction w i t h their wedding on the 
quality and content of their ceremony. 
A New York reader who has been 
married for 18 years remembers that 
the best part of her wedding day was 
"the ceremony, which we had written 
ourselves." The ceremony was offici
ated by a New Jersey rabbi, and the 
families, who had initially expressed 
concerns about the difficulties of 
raising interfaith children, were present 
and supportive on the wedding day. 

Likewise, the best part of one Pennsyl
vania couple's wedding was "our 
interfaith ceremony. We spent a lot 
of time working on the details because 
this was very important to both of us. 
We were thril led w i t h the result." They 
had expected their families "to be 
polite and respect our interfaith 
ceremony. We were surprised and 
dehghted to see everyone f rom both 
families having such a good time and 
really enjoying each other's traditions." 

A Texas couple remembers the 
highlight of its church wedding as 
"having both faiths strongly repre
sented i n one blended ceremony." This 
couple worked hard at "bui lding our 
own special service," which included a 
minister f rom the church of the bride's 
family and a rabbi f rom the groom's 
childhood synagogue. The bride has 
since converted to Judaism, and she 
wishes she had chosen "a more neutral 
location, not in the church like we did." 

Perhaps the most important lesson ; 
that couples can take f r o m these 
experiences is that great care should 
be taken i n the planning of the 
wedding ceremony itself Rather 
than allowing extended family to 
guide the process, couples should 
work out between the themselves 
what they want to say w i t h their 
ceremony. They should choose 
officiants carefully. They should 
work together to select readings 
and rituals that are meaningful to 
both of them. Interfaith partners who 
work together to discuss their values 
and identify what is meaningful to 
each of them in the wedding ritual w i l l 
do much more than plan their 
wedding day. They w i l l have a head 
start on the challenges and opportuni
ties that w i l l face them throughout 
their spiritual life together. ^ 
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Laime Vaitkus is an editor of 

business publications in Manhattan. 

She lives in Norwalk, Connecticut, 

with her husband Charles. They 

were married on May 15, 1994. 

During the year before 
our wedding, I began 
attending temple with his 
parents on holidays, and I 
tried to make clear that I 
wasn't going to try and 
convert their son. 

Planning Our 
Interfaith Wedding 
by Laime Vaitkus 

Unt i l we began planning our 
wedding, I thought little about 

the fact that my husband-to-be was 
Jewish and I was Lutheran. It was as 
important to me as the fact that he was 
a Libra and I was a Gemini, which is to 
say, very minor. I don't intend ever to 
convert, and I wouldn't want Charles 
to either, i f it were just to please 
someone else. 

M y attitude stems f r o m the fact that 
my parents are of different faiths: my 
father is Lithuanian Catholic and my 
mother is Estonian Lutheran. When 
they married, the religion issue was 
such a big problem for his family that 
my mother vowed never to create the 
same hassles for her children. When 
she learned of our engagement, my 
mother told me that love was the 
most important thing, and that 
whatever I chose to do about our 
religions was fine w i t h her. 

His parents, on the other hand, 
immediately asked: "When w i l l she 
convert?" There were some tears f rom 
his mother when my husband-to-be 
told her I didn't ever plan to. D u r i n g 
the year before our wedding, I began 
attending temple w i t h his parents on 
holidays, and I tr ied to make clear that 
I wasn't going to t r y and convert their 
son. His parents were pleased at this 
and became very accepting of me. Still, 
there were rough spots during the year 
of planning our wedding. 

The Tough Decisions 

The biggest obstacles were the choice 
of who would perform the ceremony 
and where. We had already agreed i t 
would not be a very Christian or very 
Jewish wedding, although it could 
mention God. We'd thought of having 
the ceremony i n an outdoor garden or 

at the same place as the reception. 
His mother suggested their temple, 
but at that point , I was already feeling 
overwhelmed by his family, since I had 
just moved to his home town in Con
necticut. I wanted to make it clear that 
I would not be abandoning my own 
faith and identity. Charles suggested 
holding it i n a local church, but when 
we mentioned this to his mother, the 
expression on her face led us to quickly 
drop the idea. I n the end, we chose a 
reception place w i t h an outside garden 
and patio, overlooking a beautiful lake. 

When we considered who should 
marry us, we saw four options: a rabbi, 
a pastor, pastor and rabbi together, or 
a justice of the peace. We met w i t h m y 
fiance's rabbi, a friend of the family 
who has known Charles all his life. He 
was very k ind and helpful and did not 
push anything on us. He offered to 
perform the ceremony, w i t h only one 
condition: he would not perform it 
together w i t h a pastor. I told h i m that 
I d id not want to be overwhelmed 
w i t h someone else's religion, and that 
I felt very strongly about my own. 
He assured me that the ceremony 
wouldn't be " too" Jewish: he promised 
to take out some of the Hebrew and to 
change "the faith of Israel" to "the faith 
of mankind." It appealed to me, and 
after exploring other options, includ
ing local pastors and justices of the 
peace, I finally agreed. 

The temple cantor, also a friend of 
Charles' family, had already made it 
clear that he would not be a part o f 
the ceremony unless we promised to 
raise our children Jewish. We could 
hardly promise something we had 
not yet decided. I t made both of 
us feel slightly hurt , but i t was an 
understandable position. 
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The Importance of Details 

We had made the major decisions 
about our wedding day, but smaller 
things kept popping up. When we met 
w i t h the florist, she suggested an arch, 
or rose arbor, for us to stand under 
during the ceremony. His mother 
immediately liked the idea and called i t 
a huppah, which irritated me. M y 
mother also liked it but called it a rose 
arbor. After the florist showed me a few 
pretty pictures, I agreed to it but said, 
"please don't call it a huppah!" So to 
my mother and me, it was a white 
trellis rose arbor, and to his mother, 
it was a huppah. We were all pleased. 

Even renting chairs for the ceremony 
became a grating point. His parents 
kept insisting the ceremony would be 
short, maybe five minutes, because it 
wouldn't be a "real" Jewish wedding. 
I became irritated at hearing it would 
be a "quick" ceremony, as i f i t would 
mean nothing to us! I insisted on the 
chairs, since there would be over 180 
people who would be forced to stand 
around for an indefinite amount of 
time. Besides, I wanted an aisle to 
walk down, because even i f my 
wedding wasn't held in a church 
or a temple, I wanted to have all 
the traditional trimmings. 

We met w i t h the rabbi a few times 
to go over the ceremony. He gave me 
a copy of the text, and said that i f we 

wanted to, the cantor had agreed to 
sing a duet w i t h his wife during the 
ceremony. We were surprised but 
pleased, and said we would love i t — 
the cantor and his wife have beautiftil 
singing voices, and we thought it was 
very nice for h i m to have reconsidered. 

We also decided to do the breaking 
of the glass, since i t is really more 
tradit ion than religion. Besides, the 

point was not to keep out anything 
Jewish, but to keep i t f r o m being 
overwhelmingly so. 

Our Wedding Day 

When the day arrived, the rabbi began 
our ceremony w i t h a touching speech, 
saying that our parents had provided 
us w i t h stable, loving homes, strong 
faiths, and a good foundation on 
which for us to bui ld our own lives. 
To my surprise, the cantor sang 
throughout the whole ceremony, 
including the Hebrew blessings. 

I n the end, our ceremony was 25 
minutes long. When I saw the video 
tapes later, the guests looked interested 
i n the ceremony, not bored. People told 
me they thought it was really nice for 
the rabbi to make that speech, and they 
appreciated that Charles had to repeat 
his vow i n Hebrew, while I didn't . To 
many of the guests, it was truly an 
interfaith ceremony. 

I n the end, I was happy that both 
the rabbi and cantor conducted the 
ceremony. I was touched that the 
rabbi kept reassuring me that my 
background would not be forgotten, 
and that even the cantor changed 
his mind. 

I f I d id i t over again, I would worry 
less about my mother-in-law. I would 
not disregard her feelings, but I would 
do a lot less second-guessing. I would 
look, too, for more things to incorpo
rate from my own ethnic background. 
I d id wear a pearl crown, since i n 
Estonia, women would receive an 
elaborately embroidered "crown" 
on their wedding day, but that was 
basically the only ethnic tradition I 
knew o f A l l in all, I was pleased w i t h 
my wedding day. ^ 
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Joanne McAndrews Eisenman, 

Pli.D., is a breast cancer researcher 

at Northwestern University Medical 

School in Chicago, Illinois. Larry 

Eisenman is an M.D./Ph.D. student 

at Northwestern University Medical 

School. They live in Chicago. 

"if your wedding day is 
the happiest day of your 
life, you've got a lot of 
problems." 

Rabbi Allen Secher 

Reflecting on Our 
Interfaith Ceremony 
by Joanne McAndrews Eisenman and Larry Eisenman 

W e were married on Mother's 
Day i n 1994. We had met at 

Northwestern University i n the 
fall of 1990, when we were both 
enrolled i n a graduate-level b io
logy class on "Excitable Cells and 
Synapses." As one o f our n o n -
scientist friends remarked, " N o 
wonder a romance developed!" 
We became good friends dur ing 
the school year, and started dating 
i n the summer of 1991. Since we 
had very different backgrounds, 
we were concerned about our 
potential for a future together, 
and we wondered how our families 
w o u l d react. Joanne was raised as a 
Roman Catholic in a very religious 
household, and attended Catholic 
schools f r o m kindergarten through 
twelf th grade. Larry's family was 
affiliated w i t h a Conservative 
synagogue, and he attended 
Hebrew school i n the evenings 
u n t i l his bar mitzvah. 

Help from a 
Support Group 

About six months before we 
became engaged, we joined the 
Chicago Jewish/Catholic Couples 
Dialogue Group. W i t h the support 
and encouragement of this w o n 
derful group, we decided to get 
marr ied and started planning 
our wedding. Al though we were 
not participating as actively i n our 
religions as we had i n the past, it 
was important to us that both of 
our religious and ethnic back
grounds be represented. We decided 
that our wedding ceremony w o u l d 
be held at Northwestern's nonsec-
tarian chapel, and that i t w o u l d 
be held on a Sunday afternoon 
to accomodate some of Larry's 
Or thodox relatives. 

Father Dan Montalbano and Rabbi 
Allen Secher, both of w h o m are 
affiliated w i t h the Dialogue group, 
agreed to co-officiate at our 
wedding ceremony. A t this point , 
Joanne's mother expressed some 
concerns about whether the 
marriage w o u l d "count" i n the 
eyes of the Catholic church, and 
what the actual ceremony w o u l d 
be like. The Dialogue group holds 
frequent meetings for couples 
planning weddings and distributes 
sample wedding programs f r o m 
group members. We sent Joanne's 
mother copies of some of the 
wedding programs which repre
sented what we wanted our ceremony 
to be like, and we also shared this 
informat ion w i t h interested mem
bers of Larry's family. 

Planning the Ceremony 

We were engaged for a year and a 
half, which gave us plenty of t ime 
to plan our ceremony. We made an 
outline of what elements we 
wanted in our ceremony, and met 
separately w i t h Father Montalbano 
and Rabbi Secher. O u r families 
were very supportive dur ing this 
t ime and allowed us to plan the 
wedding day that we wanted. We 
were able to wri te a ceremony, w i t h 
the help o f our clergy, that incor
porated both of our traditions. 

The Day of the Wedding 

Our wedding day finally arrived! ' 
The best part about our wedding 
day was our wedding ceremony. 
Larry and Joanne were each escorted 
down the aisle by their parents. 
Father Montalbano and Rabbi Secher 
welcomed everyone, and the cer
emony began. Rabbi Secher read 
our selection f r o m the O l d Testa-
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ment (Song of Songs), and Father 
Montalbano read f r o m the New 
Testament (First Corinthians). 
Then each of the clergypeople 
made some personal remarks. 

One of the comments made by 
Rabbi Secher was, " I f your wedding 
day is the happiest day of your life, 
you've got a lot of problems." We 
can really appreciate that comment 
now that we've been married for 
almost two years. Al though your 
wedding day is very important , 
the marriage after the ceremony 
is even more important . 

The ceremony continued w i t h 
Rabbi Secher blessing the kiddush 
cup of wine, which was shared by 
Joanne and Larry. Next we recited 
the wedding vows which we had 
w r i t t e n ourselves. Father M o n t a l 
bano blessed our wedding rings, 
and we placed the rings on each 
other's fingers. W i t h the help of 
our mothers and bridesmaids and 
groomsmen, we l i t a Uni ty candle. 
Father Montalbano then read the 
Apache Wedding Blessing, and 
Rabbi Secher read the Seven 
Blessings i n Hebrew and English. 
The ceremony was ended by Larry 
breaking the glass, w i t h Rabbi 
Secher explaining the significance. 

In Retrospect 

Many of our friends and relatives— 
Christ ian and Jewish—have 
commented on what a beautiful 
and moving ceremony we had. 
What we liked about our wedding 
ceremony was that i t t ru ly incorpo
rated traditions f r o m both of our 
backgrounds. Throughout the 
ceremony. Father Montalbano and 
Rabbi Secher explained the signif i 

cance and symbolism of the 
elements of our ceremony. 
Traditions f r o m both of our 
backgrounds were also repre
sented at the reception dinner. 
Before dinner, Joanne's father said 
grace, while Larry's father said a 
Hebrew blessing over the challah, 
which was then distributed to the 
guests. After dinner, we danced the 
hora followed immediately by an 
Ir ish j ig , to honor Joanne's Ir ish/ 
Hungar ian heritage. 

The worst part of our wedding 
day fortunately never happened. 
The reception was held at a near
by hotel, and through the catering 
manager, we had ordered several 
kosher meals for some of Larry's 
relatives. The day before the wed
ding, the catering manager informed 
us that she had been unable to 
contact the kosher caterer i n the 
previous few days and therefore 
wasn't sure i f the meals would be 
available. Luckily, the meals were 
prepared and delivered on t ime, 
but nonetheless, that was a b i t of 
pre-wedding stress that we could 
have done without . Other than that 
incident, our wedding ceremony and 
day were exactly what we had hoped, 
and we would definitely do it the 
same way again. ^ 

Attention, Subscribers: 
Several readers have alerted us to 

the fact that they did not receive our 

December 1995/January 1996 issue 

(volume 4, number 3), entitled "How 

Can Interfaith Couples Talk About 

Jesus?" This issue was mailed the 

first week in December, which our 

local postal representative recently 

called "the busiest week of the year" 

for the post office, and some 

subscribers may not have received 

it If you did not receive this issue 

of Dovetail, we would be happy to 

re-send it to you. Just call us at 

800-222-0070 and leave your 

name and address. . ' 
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Like Branches Grafted: A Marriage 
Between Christian and J e w 

The Reverend David IVIatthew has 
served Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
congregations in Fayetteville, 
Arl(ansas, and Lostine, Oregon. 
He has been involved in interfaith 
activities since his undergraduate 
days when he worked with Hillel at 
the University of Oregon in planning 
a Yom Hashoah memorial service. 
Currently he teaches writing and 
Biblical Greek at the University of 
Wyoming in Laramie, while pursuing 
a master's degree in literature. 
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), 
Reverend Matthew's denomination, 
issued a paper and study guide in 
1987 entitled "A Theological 
Understanding of the Relationship 
Between Christians and Jews," in 
which the position was established 
that the Christian covenant did not 
supercede God's covenant with the 
Jews. This position makes it more 
acceptable to support clergy 
participation in interfaith marriages. 
This denomination also issued the 
1992 "Interfaith Marriage: A 
Resource by Presbyterians," to 
help clergy counselors, interfaith 
families, and Christian congregations 
deal with the issues related to 
interfaith marriage. 

by Rev. David Matthew 

Editor's note: This article is excerpted 
with permission from a sermon given 
by Rev. Matthew on September 23, 
1993, in Lostine, Oregon. 

P retend for a moment that you're a 
minister, and one day a young 

couple comes to you and asks i f you 
w i l l perform their wedding. The first 
th ing you learn is that the couple 
met through the personal ads i n a 
newspaper! N o w ask yourself: as a 
minister, can you i n good conscience 
marry two people who met through 
an advertisement? 

The next thing you learn is that the 
two partners are of different religious 
faiths: one is Christian, the other 
Jewish. A n d neither is wi l l ing to 
convert to the other's faith. N o w ask 
yourself: can you i n good conscience 
preside over such a wedding? Or do 
you tell them "no," loudly and clearly? 
Do you take your Christian brother 
aside and tell h i m , "Don' t even th ink 
about marrying outside the faith! H o w 
can you marry a Jew when you might 
end up i n heaven, but she might not?" 

That's what we've heard, of course. 
We've heard that only those who call 
on the name of Jesus w i l l be saved. 
But I could not say " n o " to this couple's 
marriage. I could not t u r n to Tom and 
say, "Tom, she's not a Christian, save 
yourselves some heartache and split up 
now." A n d one thing is for sure: I could 
not t u r n to Helen and say, "Helen, I ' m 
sorry, but my faith says you may be 
going to hell." 

Let's remember that when Jesus 
came on the scene, Judaism was fu l l 
of lawyers and scribes, people ready to 
point out to you which parts of God's 
Law you had failed to meet. Jesus met 
people scared to death that their 
arthritic hands were caused by their 

sin. He met people who had tried 
valiantly to meet all 600 or so O l d 
Testament Laws, and yet who were 
not spiritually alive. What did Jesus 
do for these people? He showed them 
grace, God's unconditional love. Jesus 
showed them that God gave them the 
Law as a loving gift, not as a set of rules 
to decide who gets into heaven and 
who doesn't. ,̂ - , ; : 

Jesus called himself a doctor, sent f rom 
God to the people of Israel to save the 
sick of Israel. But here's my question: 
Can any one o f us Christians honestly 
say that Christianity has never been 
sick? Are there no Christian Pharisees? 
Are there no Christian legalists out 
there who make people think that 
their illnesses are caused by sin? 

We Christians have been guilty of 
the same theological errors that Jesus 
met w i t h in his native Judaism. When 
I know that Christians have been and 
continue to be committ ing the same 
distortions of Biblical faith, I cannot 
tell a Jew today that her prayers aren't 
heard by God. 

There's another reason I cannot tell 
someone that God favors the Christian 
over the Jew. I've been to Mauthausen 
in Austria, a town surrounded by lush 
green hills w i t h farms and evergreen 
forests. A nd just above the town sits 
the remains of a Nazi death camp. 
When you see that beautiful place 
w i t h that ugly site rising above the 
town, and you realize that the people 
i n that town—the Christians in that 
town—knew what was happening in 
that camp and did nothing to stop the 
Jewish men and women and children 
being turned to smoke floating above 
them—it's enough to fill you w i t h 
shame. After being to Mauthausen, I 
have no reason to say that the Jewish 
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people are going to hell. I n fact, I have 
six m i l l i o n reasons to say that i t may 
be the other way around. 

Some might claim that what I am 
saying today is my opinion, not 
scripture. What does the Bible say? 
Interestingly enough, in our Bible 
reading this morning (Romans 11), 
Paul says, " I w i l l not say that God has 
rejected the Jews." Paul was himself a 
Jew, a Pharisee, a legalist, who turned 
to Jesus i n the middle of his life, and 
then found himself being sent to 
prison by the Jewish leaders, just as 
he used to send the followers of Jesus 
to prison. Paul, who has every personal 
reason to rebuke his people who have 
kicked h i m out and harrassed h i m , 
says i n verse 2, "God has not rejected 
his people w h o m he foreknew." "And 
so all Israel w i l l be saved," he says 
again in verse 26, for "this is [God's] 
covenant w i t h them." A n d in verse 28, 
"as regards election they are beloved, 
for the sake of their ancestors; for the 
gifts and the calling of God are 
irrevocable." 

"The gifts and the calling of God 
are irrevocable." God doesn't renege 
on promises! When God chooses 
people, God does not un-choose 
them. God's faithfulness is great, 
God's steadfast love endures for
ever, or God is not God. 

Not even the Apostle Paul w i l l say 
that the Jew who has not called on 
the name of Jesus is lost. Israel is still 
the chosen of God, the beloved. A n d 
God w i l l act toward God's people the 
way God has always acted when they 
rejected initiatives of love: God won't 
give up on them. 

When a young couple, Jew and 
Christian, came to me and asked 
to be married, I had m y doubts. 

A n d I ' m sure Helen's rabbi had his 
doubts. Should I have said, "Don' t do 
it"? Should I have said, "Listen, you are 
of two different faiths, and you w i l l 
always feel an incredible tension"? 

I wish all of you could have been 
there, on that cool summer day three 
months ago, out i n an open field i n 
the Clackamas River Valley, and stood 
where I stood, and saw what I saw: 
Sitting under the same sky were Jews 
and Christians, together. Singing a 
wedding song f rom a Jewish story 
were a coalition of two church choirs. 
A n d standing together under a Jewish 
canopy were a Christian man and a 
Jewish woman—both called by God, 
both gifted by God, both irrevocably 
loved by God, and now both becoming 
one flesh together. Like a w i l d olive 
branch and a cultivated olive branch 
being grafted to the same holy tree. 

Was i t right? W i l l i t work? Could this 
be one of the ways God is saving all 
of God's people, both Jew and 
Christian? By what I saw at that 
wedding, I ' m inclined to say, "Yes." 
But, like Paul, I also say, "Who knows 
the m i n d of God?" " H o w unsearchable 
are God's judgments, how inscrutable 
God's ways." 

Let us pray: O God, you have chosen 
us to be your people, to know your 
love, to find the riches of your grace. 
We are so rich; but i n the midst of 
these riches. Lord, grant us the 
humi l i ty never to assume that our 
riches are signs we are more important 
to you than others. Give us the great 
gift of humil i ty , that we may treat all 
people, whether Christian, Jew, or non-
believer, as the people you love and w i l l 
steadfastly continue to love. Amen. r̂ . 

Meet Dovetail's 
Editorial Advisory Board 

In response to inquiries from our , 

readers, we're introducing a 

different member of our diverse 

and experienced advisory team 

in each issue of Dovetail. 

Rev. John Wade Payne 
John is pastor of the Park Avenue 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
in New Yorl< City, a congregation 
committed to interfaith dialogue, 
peace and justice, and open to and 
affirming of all people. The church 
building is also home to the Temple 
of UniversalJudaism, a Reform 
Jewish congregation which began 
as a home for interfaith couples. 

John's commitmentto supporting 
interfaith couples was catalyzed 
w h e n j n t h e 1970s in Louisville, ~ 
Kentucky, he tried to support an 
interfaith couple in their marriage 
plans and could find no rabbi and 
veryfew Christian clergypersons 
who would participate in an inter
faith wedding ceremony. 

Since then he has spoken and 
authored books, articles and 
curriculum chapters on Christian-
Jewish relationships. He believes : 
strongly that every faith tradition is 
enriched as it is studied in the midst 
of exploring other spiritual journeys. 
Most recently he has embraced 
explorations into Native American, 
First Nation, and Asian spirituality. 

John has degrees in Music History, 
English Literature and an M.Div. 
in theology. He and his wife, 
Jensene, have a son John 
and a daughter Rachel. 
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Dovetail 

Doing It Yourself: A Survey 
of Interfaith Wedding Options 
by Rabbi Dr. Jonathan Romain 

Rabbi Romain is the spiritual leader 

of Maidenhead Synagogue, in 

Maidenhead, England. He has 

specialized in counseling inter

faith couples for many years, and 

is author of "I'm Jewish, My Partner 

Isn't: A Guide for Those in Mixed-

Faith Relationships," published in 

1993 by the Reform Synagogues 

of Great Britain. 

Are the services a 
marvelous example of 
how different religious 
traditions can be shared? 
Or are they a crude 
attempt to placate angry 
relatives and assuage 
the couple's own guilt? 
Or do they reflect 
confusion over the 
significance of 
religious beliefs? 

Editor's note: Rabbi Romain shares with 
Dovetail readers a perspective from 
Great Britain. 

The first time many interfaith 
couples become aware of their 

religious differences is when they t r y 
to arrange their wedding ceremony. 
Suddenly, love becomes complicated 
by law and condemned by tradit ion. 

Synagogue Weddings 

Where to hold it? A wedding i n 
synagogue is a venue in which the 
Jewish partner feels at home and to 
which the non-Jewish partner usually 
has no objection. A Christian finds 
being i n synagogue interesting and 
meaningfiil, whereas a Jew often 
considers being in church alien 
and uncomfortable. 

However, the law of England 
precludes a synagogue wedding, 
for the Marriages Act only permits 
marriages to be conducted i n syna
gogues i f both partners profess the 
Jewish faith. The wording of the Act 
dates back to Victorian times when i t 
was hardly considered likely (and 
certainly not desirable) that anyone 
but two Jews should wish to marry 
i n a Jewish place of worship. 

Today this is no longer the case, but 
while many couples wish to see the 
statute book changed to allow anyone 
to marry i n synagogue, there is no such 
desire among the rabbinate. No British 
rabbis would wish to encourage 
interfaith marriages by permitting 
them to take place in a synagogue. 

Church Weddings 

The next option is a Church wedding, 
but there is usually much more 
resistance to this by the Jewish partner. 
Even i f i t is not on religious grounds. 

emotional reasons are equally strong: 
" I couldn't do i t to my parents" or " M y 
grandmother would never forgive me." 
This may seem h u r t f u l to the Christian 
partner, but it reflects the fact that for 
many Jews the cross is a symbol of past 
oppression and i t would be unthink
able to marry under its gaze. 

Still, a small m i n o r i t y of Jews 
marrying a Christian w i l l agree to a 
Church wedding. Usually i t is because 
the thought of the alternative— 
a dreary Registry Office ceremony— 
is even more unpalatable. Couples 
may also opt for the Church because 
they want a clergyperson to sanctify 
their wedding and whilst they would 
have much preferred a rabbi, they 
would rather have a Christian substi
tute than go "unblessed" altogether. 

Nevertheless, there is often a cost 
to Church weddings, at least f rom 
the Jewish side. Some members of 
the family boycott the ceremony; 
others attend it but w i t h such bad 
grace that the atmosphere is not as 
joyous as i t could be, and is overshad
owed by worries of last-minute pro
tests or walk-outs. O f course, some 
weddings do not experience any of 
these problems and go splendidly. 

Registry Office 

The vast majori ty of couples find 
themselves unable to have a synagogue 
wedding and unwil l ing to have a 
church one, and so face the Registry 
Office alternative. I n fact, the poor 
image of Registry Offices does not 
always correspond to the reality. 
True, there is no marching down the 
aisle to a trumpet voluntary, or being 
serenaded under the chuppah by the 
synagogue choir, but many registrars 
t ry to make the ceremony as personal 
and meaningful as possible. 
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There still remains a sense of loss. 
The lack of pomp and circumstance, 
and the absence of any religious 
sanction, can be a great sadness 
to the couple (and their families). 
Even once-a-year worshippers (be it 
Christmas or Yom Kippur) genuinely 
feel that at such an important stage i n 
their lives, they want to have a religious 
dimension i n their act of marriage. I n 
addition, there is a reluctance to admit 
that the religious differences between 
the couple are severe enough to l i m i t 
the format of their wedding. 

Three options present themselves for 
those having a civil ceremony. The 
first is to accept the position and 
suffice w i t h as jol ly a reception as 
possible, as do the majority of such 
couples. The second is to seek a 
religious ceremony of blessing after 
the Registry Office wedding, so as to 
incorporate at least some religious 
element. Once again, familiar prob
lems arise. A rabbi w i l l not conduct 
a blessing at a synagogue or any other 
venue—be it at the reception or in a 
study or in the couple's home. Vicars 
and priests have no such qualms and 
are wi l l ing to help, be i t w i t h a cere
mony in Church or at another 
location. For some couples, the 
religious imbalance diminishes the 
attraction to the idea, and it is jett i 
soned amid mutterings against the 
intransigence of rabbis. 

Other couples feel that having invested 
such hopes i n this "solution" they w i l l 
persevere, particularly as many 
Christian ministers are not bound 
by a set format in a ceremony of 
blessing (as they are for a marriage) 
and can be flexible as to its content. 
Thus certain passages that might 
grate on Jewish ears are changed, 
and passages f rom the synagogue 

l i turgy are added to acknowledge 
the religious traditions o f the 
Jewish partner. 

The th ird opt ion—an increasingly 
popular one—is that the couple itself 
holds a "do-it-yourself" service, usually 
just before the reception. It does not 
involve rabbis, priests or vicars. Instead 
it is led by a friend, or the parents, or 
the best man, or the couple itself I t 
consists of a home-made booklet of 
prayers f rom both traditions as well 
as prose and poetry from a wide 
variety of other sources that have 
significance for the couple. Some 
passages are read by everyone to
gether, some by other individuals. 
Music is often featured, whether live 
or recorded. Generally the "congrega
t i o n " w i l l stand or sit in a circle. 
Informality and communal participa
t ion are main characteristics. Also 
individuality, for each booklet is 
specially prepared and is unique to 
that couple. Selecting the material is 
not only very enjoyable, but also a 
learning experience, as couples delve 
into both traditions, decide what 
holds meaning for them, and learn 
to be sensitive to each other's needs. 

Question IVIarks 

This survey of couples' options begs 
two questions. First, as more couples 
opt for the "do-it-yourself" service 
and "common folk" take charge of 
their own religious ceremonies, what 
is really happening? Are the services 
a marvelous example of how different 
religious traditions can be shared, 
amalgamated and mutually enriching? 
Or are the services a crude attempt to 
lessen religious rivalries, placate angry 
relatives and assuage the couple's own 
guilt? Or do they reflect the utter 
confusion amongst many people 

over the significance of the religious 
beliefs to which they officially sub
scribe, which in itself is a partial 
explanation for today's blurr ing of 
religious borders and the increase 
in interfaith marriages? 

The second question is how clergy 
should respond. The Church of 
England has already acknowledged 
that many marriages under its auspices 
include individuals who are not 
Anglicans, or even Christians, and 
is attempting the balancing act of 
keeping an interfaith couple under 
their religious wing without sacrificing 
Christian principles or alienating the 
Jewish partner. 

The Jewish position is even more 
complicated. The more liberally-
minded British rabbis feel caught 
between their loyalty to the best 
interests of the general Jewish commu
nity and their desire to respond to the 
religious needs of an interfaith couple 
who has approached them for a 
blessing. Would it have the positive 
effect of maintaining a Jewish element 
to their life and that of any subsequent 
children, or would it legitimize 
interfaith marriages and open the 
floodgates? Unt i l now, the reaction has 
been to refuse any participation. I t is * 
conceivable that the rate of interfaith 
marriages amongst Jews grows so large 
that i t might force a different response. 

One aspect is certain: at present 
ministers of both faiths are failing 
to either steer many of their flock in 
the direction they believe right, or to 
stay w i t h them when they go off on a 
path of their own. The development 
of Jewish/Christian do-it-yourself 
marriage services highlights a religious 
vacuum that couples feel the need to 
fill themselves. ^ 
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^DovetBil 

Bulletin Board: 
Interfaith Support Around the Nation 

If you would like to be listed as a 

contact person for a new or existing 

group, send your information to 

Dovetail. We'll be happy to include 

it here in an upcoming issue. 

PLEASE NOTE: Dovetail does 

not interview or endorse any 

entry listed here. 

Amherst, Massachusetts 
Two existing local in ter fa i th groups. 
Contact : Janet Lehan B l o o m 
(413) 253-3685 

N e w Haven, Connecticut 
Exist ing inter fa i th g r o u p . 
Contact : Chr is t ina Giebisch-Mohrer 
(203) 287-9110 

Hasbrouck Heights, New Jersey 
Temple Beth E l o h i m 
Congregation welcomes Jews and non-Jews. 

•Contact: Rabbi Fredric S. D w o r k i n 
(201) 744-3304 

New York, New York 
Temple o f Universal Judaism 
Part ic ipat ion is open to al l . 
Contact : Rabbi Roy A. Rosenberg 
(212) 535-0187 

Rocldand County, New York 
Interested i n f o r m i n g an in ter fa i th group. 
Contact : Eric and Elizabeth Kohlmeier 
(914) 639-9380 

Long Island, New York 
Long Island H a v u r a h (Fellowship) 
for H u m a n i s t i c Judaism 
Exist ing g r o u p stresses in tercu l tura l strengths. 
Contact : Leonard C h e r l i n 
(516) 889-8337 

Capital District Area, New York 
Interested i n either j o i n i n g an existing 
g r o u p or f o r m i n g a new group. 
Contact : John and Debbie Toy 
(518) 439-3451 

Woodstock, New York 
Support G r o u p for People i n 
I n t e r f a i t h Relationships 
Contact : Rabbi Jonathan Kliger 

(914) 679-7886 ( h ) ; (914) 246-0265 ( w ) 

Rochester, New York 
I n t e r f a i t h C o n n e c t i o n 
Contact : Michele Ruda Leve, C .S .W. 
(716) 461-0110, ext. 116 

South Jersey/Philadelphia 
B i f a i t h f u l Families & C h i l d r e n N e t w o r k 
Contact : M i r i a m Gi lber t , (609) 753-1173 

Philadelphia Area 
Jewish Converts & Inter fa i th N e t w o r k 
Support groups for grandparents, parents, 
in ter fa i th couples, converts and chi ldren. 
Contact : Lena Romanoff , Direc tor 
(610) 664-8112 

Greater Washington, D C , Area 
In ter fa i th Families Project 
Exist ing inter fa i th group. 
Contact : Laura Steinberg 
(301) 589-9280 

Rockville, Maryland T • . v 

In ter fa i th Outreach Program, 
JCC o f Greater Washington, D C 
A gateway for i n t r o d u c i n g in ter fa i th couples 
and families to Jewish life. 
Contact : Lisa Shapero, Director 
(301) 881-0100, ext. 6782 

Baltimore, Maryland 
Jewish Outreach N e t w o r k Programs 
Groups, workshops and counseling for 
in ter fa i th families, parents, and converts. 
Contact : Beth Land Hecht , Director 
(410) 466-9200, ext. 381 

Atlanta, Georgia 
Interested i n start ing a support group. 
Contact : M i t c h W y n n and Yvonne Evans 
(404) 495-1474 

Memphis, Tennessee 
N e w l y - f o r m e d in ter fa i th group. 
Contact : Jan and D a v i d Kaplan 
(901) 767-4267 

Louisville, Kentucky 
Interested i n f o r m i n g an inter fa i th group. 
Contact : Carolyn H u m p h r e y 8c Fred Gross 
(502) 423-8583 

Columbus, O h i o 
Gateways: The Jewish In ter fa i th Connec t ion 
Groups and programs for grandparents, 
parents, in ter fa i th couples and families. 
Contact : Jan Buchler, Project Director 
(614) 231-2731 

Cincinnati , O h i o 
Interested i n j o i n i n g an interfaith group. 
Contact: Chris t ine M . Segal 
(513) 489-8840, ext. 276 (day) 
(513) 793-2866 (evening) 

Southeast Michigan 
Interested i n f o r m i n g an in ter fa i th group. - \
Contact : Rabbi Richard A . Weiss . ' • 
(810) 932-1941 ' V 'C 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 
In ter fa i th C o n n e c t i o n 
Exist ing inter fa i th group. 
Contact : Diane Sobel, In ter fa i th C o o r d i n a t o r 
(414) 964-4444, ext. 280 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
T w i n Cities Support G r o u p 
Exist ing in ter fa i th g r o u p . 
Contact : Chris S imon 8t Judy Sharken S i m o n 
(612) 724-8947 

Chicago, Illinois 
Jewish-Catholic Couples Dialogue G r o u p . ' 
Exist ing in ter fa i th group. - • 
Contact : Patty and D a v i d Kovacs ' ' • 
(312) 275-5689, or 
Abbe and D a n Josephs, (708) 963-4565 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
In ter fa i th Friendship G r o u p 
F o r m i n g a new group. 
Contact : Sue Daube, Jewish Family Service 
(504) 524-8475 

Tulsa, Oklahoma 
N e w l y - f o r m e d g r o u p for families interested 
i n celebrating b o t h religions. 
Contact : Sally Nahmias 
(918) 298-5959 

Denver, C o l o r a d o 
Interested i n f o r m i n g an inter fa i th group. 
Contact : Karen M c C a r t h y and D a n Kowal 
(303) 439-7750 

San Francisco Bay Area, California 
Exist ing in ter fa i th group. 
Contact : Al ic ia Torre 
(415) 591-9434 

San Francisco Bay Area, California 
I n t e r f a i t h C o n n e c t i o n 
Groups for inter fa i th couples. 
Contact : Rosanne Levit t , Director 
(415) 292-1252 
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Reader Survey III: 
Parents, Grandparents, and Parents-to-be 

Note: This survey will help Dovetail 
gear future articles to the needs and 
interests of our readers. Please take a 
few minutes to answer the following 
questions, and mail or fax your 
responses hy April 1,1996. You are 
welcome to attach additional sheets 
with your comments. 

Name of person completing survey: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Year of birth: 

Sex • M O F 

I am (or have been) a partner in an 
interfaith relationship • yes • no 

May Dovetail contact you about your 
comments here? • yes • no 

Marital status 

I and my partner are currently: 
• married 
• engaged to be m a r r i e d 
• living together 
• living independently 
• separated 
• divorced 
• does not apply 

My childhood religious background: 

My partner's childhood religious 
background: 

My current religious identity: 

My partner's current religious identity: 

Parental Status 
Do you currently have children? 

• yes • no 

If yes: How many? 

From your current relationship? 
• yes • no 

If no, do you plan to have children at 
some point in the future? • yes • no 

Do you currently have grandchildren? 
• yes • no 

Your Children's Religion 
Please answer the following questions 
about the children of an interfaith 
household. Are you answering these 
questions about • your children, or 

• your grandchildren? 

In the following questions, we use two 
distinct terms: religious identity and 
religious education. Religious identity 
refers to the faith group that one considers 
one's own. Religious education refers to 
how one learns about a faith. 

Have you talked with your partner about 
your children's (current or future) 
religious identity and education? 

• yes • no 

Have you made a decision about your 
children's (current or future) religious 
identity and education? • yes • no 

If yes, what did you decide about their 
religious identity? 

• Children (will) identify primarily 
as Christians. 

• Children (will) identify primarily 
as Jews. 

• Children (will) identify as both 
Christians and Jews. 

• Children (will) identify as 
Unitarian Universalists. 

• Children (will) identify as . 
• Children (will) have no religious 

identity. 
• Other (please explain): 

If yes, what did you decide about their 
religious education? 

• Children (will) go primarily to a 
Christian institution for religious 
education. 

• Children (will) go primarily to a 
Jewish institution for religious 
education. 

• Children (will) go to both Christian 
and Jewish institutions for religious 
education. 

• Children (will) go to an indepen
dent source for religious education 
(please explain): 

• Children (will) receive their 
primary religious education at 
home from their parents. 

• Children (will) receive little or no 
religious education. 

• other (please explain): 

When did you decide about your 
children's (current or future) religious 
identity? 

• before our engagement 
• before our marriage 
• soon after marriage 
• before becoming pregnant 
• during pregnancy 
• soon after birth 
• around child's birthday 
• another time (please explain) 

• have not decided 
• other (please explain) 

When did you decide about your 
children's (current or fiiture) religious 
education? 

• before our engagement 
• before our marriage 
• soon after marriage 
• before becoming pregnant 
• during pregnancy 
• soon after birth 
• around child's birthday 
• another time (please explain) 

• have not decided 
• other (please explain) 
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Have you altered your initial decision 
about your children's religious identity? 

• yes • no 
If yes, please explain: 

Have you altered your initial decision 
about your children's religious educa
tion? • yes • no 
If yes, please explain: 

Do you feel comfortable with your 
current approach to your children's 
religious identity? • yes • no 

Does your partner feel comfortable with 
your current approach to your children's 
religious identity? • yes • no 

Do you feel comfortable with your 
current approach to your children's 
religious education? • yes • no 

Does your partner feel comfortable with 
your current approach to your children's 
religious education? • yes • no 

Please explain: 

Resources on Parenting 

Have you sought resources to help you 
make decisions about your children's 
religious identity and education? 

• yes • no 

If yes, what resources did you find? 

Which of these were most helpful? Why? 

What resources did you look for or wish 
for but were unable to find? 

Has Dovetail helped you with this 
decision-making process? • yes • no 

If yes, how has Dovetail helped? 

How could Dovetail be more helpful? 

Your Child's Input 

Has your child(ren) altered your initial 
decision about his/her religious identity? 

• yes • no 

If yes, please explain: 

Has your child(ren) altered your initial 
decision about your children's religious 
education? • yes • no 

If yes, please explain: 

Does your child feel comfortable with 
the current approach to her/his religious 
identity? • yes • no 

Does your child feel comfortable with 
the current approach to her/his religious 
education? • yes • no 

Do your children/grandchildren 
read Dovetail? • yes • no 

IFold along this line, then fold the top again 
to create a self-mailer Tape along bottom edge.) 

Institutional Development 
Are you aware of the recent ruling by 
the L ' A H C (governing body of Reform 
Judaism) excluding children who are 
receiving Christian religious education 
from attending Jewish religious educa
tion classes? 

• yes • no 

Will this ruling eSect your duklren/ 
grandchildren? • y e s • no 

Please give us your comments on this 
ruling: 

On Another Note . . . 
Dovetail does its best to assure that your 
subscription arrives promptly and 
readably at your mailbox. Your answers 
to the following questions will help us 
evaluate our mailing system. 

Have you received each sequential issue 
of your subscription? • yes • no 

If no, please explain: 

Do your issues of Dovetail arrive in the 
same month they are published (i.e. the 
February/March issue arrives in 
February)? • yes • no 

Do your issues of Dovetail arrive in 
satisfactory condition? • yes • no 

If no, please explain: _ 

Additional comments: 
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Letters to 
the Editor 

Your recent issue on Jesus (vol. 4, no. 
3) is one I've been awaiting for a long 
time. I've heard a m i l l i o n times that 
the two religions sometimes take the 
same symbols but use them to totally 
different means. Interested readers 
might t ry books by Neil Douglas-
Klotz, a scholar of the Aramaic 
language, and by Matthew Fox. 

Wendy Zieve 
Seattle.Washington 

Thanks for the great newsletter— 
it's a huge help and support! I 
wanted to share w i t h Dovetail 
readers the fol lowing quote, f r o m 
Choices by Lewish B. Smedes, just 
for the fun o f it : " I personally am 
glad that we live in a large moral 
house even i f we do not dr ink at the 
same fountain of faith. The wor ld 
we experience together is one wor ld , 
God's w o r l d , and the problems we 
share are common problems. So we 
can talk together, t ry to understand 
each other, and help each other." 

Debi Tenner 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Thank you for Doveta i l— i t is a 
wonderful publication that speaks 
to many of the issues we face every 
day. One idea for a future issue is 
how to deal w i t h anti-semitism. 
As the non-Jewish partner in my 
marriage, I t ru ly despise anti-
semitism, but how do I understand 
what i t feels like to be the target of 
it? H o w do I prepare for the day 
when I might see my husband be 
subjected to hate? What do we tell 
our children? H o w do we fight it? 

Pam Rosenberg 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Editor's note: If you would liice to write 
about your interfaith family's experi
ences with anti-semitism, please 
contact Dovetail. 

A reader sent i n the fo l lowing 
true story: 

M y Jewish brother married a 
Catholic wife. They've got two 
daughters, w i t h a son on the way. 

The wife has been taking the daughters 
to church every week. One Sunday, 
during high mass, the older daughter 
(age 5) whispered in her mother's ear: 
"Can we go home now?" 

" N o t yet," replied her mother, 
"the mass is only half over." 

"We can go now. Mommy," asserted 
the daughter. " I ' m half Jewish." 

Tour Israel with Other 
Interfaith Families 

From July 30-August 13, 1996, 

a first-of-its-kind, independent, 

interfaith family tour of Israel will 

explore the spiritual and historical 

roots of Christianity and Judaism 

in the land where both were born. 

We will tour Jerusalem, the Galilee 

(by land and boat), Golan (by jeep), 

Tel Aviv and the Dead Sea area. 

Our Israeli guide has led tours 

of all faiths and will share biblical 

and historical references to 

the sites visited. We will stay in 

four-star hotels and a Kibbutz. 

Join us. 

For details, 

contact Interfaith Tours, 

333 Wilshire Drive West 

Wilmette, IL 60091 

(847) 251-4889 

102653.275@compuserve. com. 

Announcing a New Resource 
from Dovetail Publishing: 

Interfaith Wedding > 
Ceremonies: 
S a m p l e s a n d S o u r c e s 

Planning your own interfaith wedding 
ceremony? Looking for a great 
engagement gift for interfaith friends, 
or a thank-you gift for a supportive 
clergyperson? Try Interfaith Wedding 
Ceremonies: Samples and Sources, 
available in March 1996 from Dovetail 
Publishing. In this unique new resource, 
interfaith couples can review actual 
sample ceremonies and have easy 
access to other helpful resources. 

The book contains the texts of wedding 
ceremonies written by interfaith couples 
and by clergypeople who perform 
interfaith wedding ceremonies. It also 
contains sample wedding programs, 
ideas for readings and music, and a 
comprehensive listing of other useful 
wedding-related resources. Available 
for $19.95 plus $3.50 shipping and 
handling, it can be ordered directly 
from Dovetail by calling 800-222-0070. 

Interfaith Wedding Ceremonies: 
Samples and Sources is the first in 
a new series of books from Dovetail 
Publishing. Upcoming topics include 
baby naming ceremonies, rituals for 
interfaith families, and a new line of 
interfaith children's books. 

S s m p l e s a n d 

S f a r c f s 
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ACTUAL SIZE I6 X 20 INCHES I N SIX VIBRANT COLORS 

The Perfect Keepsake 
for Interfaith Couples 

The Ketubah, or Hebrew marriage contract, has been a 

tradition since ancient times. The intent of this tradition 

is powerful and its meaning universal. A ceremonial and 

artistic document, a Ketubah witnesses a bride and groom's 

promise and commitment to love and honor one another. 

Now, for the first time, a Ketubah is available in language 

especially suited to interfaith couples. Rabbi Allen Secher 

of Chicago adapted the text and collaborated with an artist 

and a specialist in typography and fine printing to create 

this unique piece. The poetic and egalitarian style clearly 

expresses an interfaith couple's commitment to respect 

each other's heritage. It is a beautiful art piece, a keepsake 

and an ideal gift to reflect your love and support. 

• Send me the free, fu l l - co lor minia ture r e p r o d u c t i o n . 

I w a n t to examine the colors a n d text before o r d e r i n g . 

• Send me the full-size ke tubah . Enclosed is S95 plus 

$10 s h i p p i n g a n d h a n d l i n g . ( IL residents a d d S6 tax.) 

To order by telephone, call: 

312-913-9193 
Express delivery is available. 

Ciry/sTATE/ziP To order by mail , 
complete the f o r m \
and send it to: COMPANY 

P.O. Box 3218, Chicago, Ill inois 60654 TF.LEPHONE 
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