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Choosing a Single Faith 
for Your Household: 
Couples Who Make this Choice 

The premise of Dovetail's 
existence is that interfaith 
families who are informed 

and connected to other interfaith 
families can make the best decisions 
about their spiritual and religious 
lives. We work hard to provide a 
wide variety of ideas, approaches 
and opinions. Our belief is that no 
one approach is right for every family, 
that a couple who works hard to 
communicate honestly and search 
deeply w i l l come up w i t h its own 
right answers. Often, since resources 
for those who choose to include both 
religions fully in their common life 
are scarce. Dovetail profiles families, 
groups and programs geared toward 
such choices. I n this issue, however, 
we are looking at another group: 
couples who have chosen to rear 
their children wi th in a single faith. 

This decision is not taken lightly 
by such families. As you'll see i n the 
following articles, i t is often based 
on years of search and struggle. The 
partner whose religious tradition is 
not chosen as the family faith must 
come to terms wi th the personal loss 
this decision represents and must give 
up any dreams of sharing a religious 
identity w i t h the children. He or she 
must face the loneliness of being the 
only family member to practice that 
faith, of attending church or synagogue 
alone (or w i t h a spouse and kids who 
are not members), and struggling to 
explain this faith to the children 
without encouraging them to believe 
i n it. The partner whose religious 
tradition is chosen must accept the 
tremendous responsibility of being the 
primary religious teacher and activity 
planner for the family. O f course, in 

practice both parents are involved to 
some degree in the religious education 
of their children. A n d sometimes the 
parent whose religion is not the 
family's ends up taking on the task 
of educating children about a faith 
that is foreign to h i m or her. 

Unt i l recently, the decision to choose 
a single household faith has been 
supported almost universally by 
psychological studies and religious 
leaders. Alternative choices—such as 
raising children w i t h ful l exposure to 
and identification w i t h both faiths— 
have been roundly criticized. I n the 
abstract of a 1991 article i n Psycho
therapy i n Private Practice (vol. 9, no. 
2, pp. 79-83), Dr. Aphrodite Clamar, 
a psychotherapist i n private practice, 
writes that "children of Christian-
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Jewish marriages are psychologically 
healthier i f they are raised in the 
religion of one of the parents rather 
than in both faiths or none at all. 
While it is important to respect the 
double heritage of children whose 
parents come from different religious 
backgrounds, such children cannot 
grow up wi th a clear sense of religious 
identity i f they are not fully at home 
i n either the mother's or father's faith." 
D r Clamar goes on to admit that "the 
literature in this area is meager; the 
waters remain all but uncharted." 

Writes Rabbi Samuel Silver—a pioneer 
in supporting interfaith couples who 
want to marry—in his 1977 book. 
Mixed Marriage Between Christian and 
Jew, "children are more comfortable if 
they grow up naturally in one religious 
environment a n d . . . are no more capable 
of deciding on how to say their prayers 
than they are on what to eat or what to 
wear in their early years." 

A n d Andrea King, in her 1993 book. 
If I'm Jewish and You're Christian, 
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What Are the Kids? (published by the 
Reform Jewish UAHC) , opines—based 
on her own experiences with interfaith 
families—that "children of intermar
riage benefit from having a single-
religious orientation." 

This is not to suggest that those who 
make this choice have necessarily been 
swayed by outdated, unsubstantiated 
claims. It is rather to acknowledge that 
their choice is the most acceptable to 
the majority of professionals who work 
wi th interfaith couples, and that they 
are welcomed accordingly. 

More of the couples profiled in this 
issue have chosen Judaism than have 
chosen Christianity as the family faith. 
According to a survey cited in Ned and 
Mary Heiene Rosenbaum's 1994 book. 
Celebrating Our Differences: Living 
Two Faiths i n One Marriage, a far 
greater percentage of Christians 
married to Jews have converted to 
Judaism or adopted Jewish practices 
than the converse. Though results of 
other studies differ, i f this conclusion 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 
of communication for interfaith couples, their 
parents and their children. The more families 
can share their ideas, experiences, resources, 
and support, the more they can make peace in 
their homes and communities. Jewish and 
Christian perspectives can dovetail. 

Believing that there are no definitive answers to 
the questions facing interfaith families. Dovetail 
strives to be open to all ideas and opinions. 
Editorial content attempts to balance and 
respect the perspectives of both Jewish and 
Christian partners in interfaith marriages, as well 
as the diverse perspectives of parents and children 
of interfaith couples. Inclusion in Dovetail does not 
imply endorsement Dovetail accepts a thoughtful 
and constructive discussion of all related issues 
in the Letters to the Editor section, and reserves 
the right to reply 

holds, it may explain why we had 
difficulty finding mixed couples 
who'd chosen the Christian option. 

There is no easy answer for interfaith 
families. Luckily, we can be grateful 
for the special intimacy and spiritual 
closeness that many feel they have 
gained from grappling honestly and 
deeply w i t h these hard decisions. An d 
we can know that, i f we do this difficult 
work, the outcome wil l be right for us. 
We hope you gain something from the 
stories shared in this issue of Dovetail. 

We also hope you'll enjoy the new 
columns we've added to Dovetail. 
Beginning on page 15, you'll find 
new regular features on topics of 
interest to interfaith families, including 
food and family, activities for children, 
and calendar events. As we strive to 
bring you the broadest and best 
coverage, we'll continue to respond 
to your requests and suggestions. 
Send your ideas and articles to 
Dovetail, care of the editor. ^ , 

Dovetail (ISSN 1062-7359) is published 
bimonthly 16 times per year) by: Dovetail 
Publishing, P.O. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, Ml 
49019; (616) 342-2900; fax; (616) 342-1012; 
e-mail: dovetail@mich.com or 
hawxhurst@aol.com. 

A one-year subscription is available for 
$24.99 from the above address (Michigan 
residents please add 6% sales tax). Inter
national subscriptions are $35.00. Single 
issues are available for $4.50 each. 

Dovetail welcomes article submissions 
(query or completed manuscript), letters to 
the editor, and comments or suggestions. 
Send to Joan C. Hawxhurst, Editor, at the 
above address. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Copyright © 1996 by Dovetail Publishing. 

All rights reserved. 
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Choosing Judaism 
for Our Child 
by Robin Cohen Anderson 

I am a Jewish woman married 
to a Christian. When I met my 
husband Greg over eight years 

ago, I was a secular Jewish atheist, 
raised nominal ly Reform by parents 
who had great contempt for religious 
observance. I left Judaism r ight after 
my bat mitzvah, and only returned 
at the age of 36. 

I returned to Judaism because 
I married a Christian w i t h deep 
religious faith. He was the first 
person i n my life who experienced 
genuine peace, hope, joy, and ethical 
guidance because of his religion. I 
wanted desperately what he had, but 
could not find i t i n Christianity. So, 
two years ago, I took my first halting 
steps back to Judaism. Because of my 
husband's sincere faith i n God, I have 
come to find comfort and joy i n my 
own belief i n God. Because of my 
husband's love and support for me, 
I have been enthusiastically exploring 
Jewish prayer, observance, and study. 
I say the Hebrew blessings at meals, 
daven m o r n i n g and evening prayers, 
study Torah, observe Shabbat, and 
share Shabbat services w i t h Ashlynne 
each week. I view the mitzvot not as 
commandments handed down, but 
as disciplines given by God to help 
me focus and grow into greater love 
for myself, for God, and for other 
people. A t home, I started w i t h 
tradit ional liturgy, but I am modify
ing i t to stress the universalist aspects 
of Judaism, to speak more to my sense 
of God as a loving force for just 
action and spiritual peace, and to 
incorporate the image of Shekhinah, 
She who dwells w i t h i n , one of the 
many Jewish images of God. 

Neither my husband nor I believe 
that any one religion is " r i g h t " and 
other religions are "wrong. " We 

respect any faith that leads people i n 
the paths of peace, compassion, and 
good w o r k i n the w o r l d . However, 
Judaism is part of my own heritage. 
I t has been a very healing and 
redeeming experience to draw joy, 
wisdom, and comfort f r o m i t after 
so long away. A n d I want to pass i t 
on to my daughter. So I suggested 
that we simply tell Ashlynne that 
she is lewish. 

Initial Discomfort 
At first, Greg felt uncomfortable 
w i t h this idea. For two people whose 
spiritual paths had spanned decades 
of searching, i t seemed something 
of a preemptive strike to tell a child 
what faith he or she must follow. 
But being lewish is more than a 
question of choosing a set of 
religious principles. I t is about 
being part of a people, wherever 
you go and whatever you do. To be 
Jewish is to be part of a wor ld-wide 
family. I want to pass on my f a i t h — 
not as a religion my daughter must 
follow, but as a r ich resource for 
spiritual growth and ethical action. 
A n d I want her to know that apart 
f r o m her spiritual beliefs, she is a 
member of the Jewish people, and 
can find her own level of participa
t ion as she grows. 

M y husband appreciates the wisdom 
of Judaism i n simply welcoming Jews 
to be part of a nation, a community, 
a history f r o m b i r t h . He sees the 
havoc wrought i n our country by 
people w i t h no community, no 
history, no sense of being part of 
anything larger than themselves. So 
he is very supportive of the idea that 
our daughter w i l l know who she is, 
what her lewish foremothers and 
forefathers believed and d i d , and 

Robin Cohen Anderson is a freelance 
technical writer and editor. She 
works at home in Easthampton, 
Massachusetts, where she lives 
with her husband Greg and daughter 
Ashlynne, age 4. 
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what wisdom Judaism has to guide 
her and comfort her i n life. He 
recognizes that we need to teach 
her these things, and not simply 
hope that one day she w i l l f i n d out 
for herself. A n d we both agree that, 
as Ashlynne grows older, she w i l l 
decide on her religious and spiritual 
beliefs. But she w i l l decide based on 
knowledge of the Jewish faith, not 
based on ignorance of i t . 

Greg and I are very fortunate i n 
having a great deal more i n common 
concerning religious and spiritual 
beliefs than the difference in our 
religions might suggest; these 
similarities are crucial for our family 
harmony. We believe i n the necessity 
o f compassion for healing ourselves 
and each other. We believe i n a God 
who cares about us and loves us, who 
cares about how we act and how we 
feel. We believe that we should see 
each other as people made i n the 
image of God, and have reverence 
for the God i n each other. We do 
not feel that much time should be 
wasted i n argument about theologi
cal differences when God's work i n 
the w o r l d is calling to us. So, we t r y 
to stay focused on all the essential 
areas of harmony. 

The Process 
A n d yet, despite all these similarities, 
we are teaching our daughter about 
Judaism as a religion separate f r o m 
Christianity, and keeping the 
religious rituals separate as well . 
We live i n a Christian-centered 
culture that can be very dismissive 
of Judaism as a failed faith. For many 
years, I believed love, mercy, compas
sion, and forgiveness originated w i t h 
Christianity, only to f i n d that they 

are deeply rooted i n and essential 
to Judaism. Because Judaism is a 
m i n o r i t y faith, I feel i t is important 
to keep i t separate. I want Ashlynne 
to learn about Judaism on its own 
merits, to feel that i t comforts and 
inspires and endures i n and of itself 
So, on Saturdays, Ashlynne and I 
attend synagogue together; on 
Sundays, we all go to the Unitarian 
fellowship to worship as a family. 
We have a Christmas tree w i t h just 
a few presents under i t ; when we 
hght the candles of the Chanukah 
menorah, we discuss a mitzvah we 
can do to br ing l ight and hope to 
another person i n our community. 

But the religious holidays are a small 
part of our family life. The everyday 
path is the one we concentrate on. 
Each week, we light the Shabbat 
candles and welcome 25 hours to 
simply meditate on the wonder of 
being. At the Shabbat table, we talk 
about the necessity of doing tikkun 
olam—the holy work of repairing 
the w o r l d . At the synagogue, 
Ashlynne sits i n my lap, swaying 
w i t h the prayers, wrapped i n my 
tallis. When the leaves change color 
i n the fall , I say the tradit ional Jewish 
blessing thanking God for br inging 
such beauty into our w o r l d . Each 
week, we do the mitzvah of leaving 
groceries at the communi ty center 
for distr ibut ion, fulfiUing the 
commandment to feed the hungry. 
At bedtime, we sing "Shalom 
Aleichem" and ask the angels of 
God to br ing peace to our home 
and the w o r l d . May i t be so. P 
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Choosing Christianity: 
An Interview with Leah Ingram 

While most of the families 
who agreed to share their 
stories for this issue have 

chosen Judaism as their household 
religion, there are also those who 
choose Christianity. Leah Ingram 
and Bil l Behre are one such couple. 
Leah grew up attending a Conserva
tive temple on Long Island, while 
Bi l l was raised in a Catholic family, 
also on Long Island. 

Long before Leah and Bil l made the 
decision to marry, they addressed 
the issue o f how they would raise 
any future children. I n a group of 
friends and family, they explored the 
hypothetical questions involved i n 
interfaith marriage, and f r o m this 
early discussion realized they had 
many issues to resolve. 

Mixed Messages 
Leah's mother was raised as a 
United Methodist, and she converted 
to Judaism i n order to marry Leah's 
father. So Leah was raised as a Jew 
but was exposed to Christian 
holidays and rituals by her mother's 
family. I n fact, Leah spent Christmas 
w i t h her Christian grandparents 
i n Maine. 

Leah's childhood temple had a rabbi 
who, i n her words, "was the opposite 
of anti-Semitic: he was anti-Chris
tian. He tried to teach us that all 
Christians wanted to do was oppress 
us Jews. He really turned me off. 
After I was bat mitzvah, I never 
went back to that temple." 

Leah's mother really tried to raise her 
i n a lewish home, but wasn't famihar 
enough herself w i t h the rituals and 
the holidays to do a very thorough 
job. Neither she nor Leah ever 
learned Hebrew enough to use i t . 

Leah considers herself Jewish, but 
she doesn't "love the religion enough 
to keep kosher, learn Hebrew, switch 
the dishes at Passover or l ight 
Shabbat candles." 

Leah's parents divorced, and her 
Jewish father remarried the year after 
her bat mitzvah—to an unconverted 
Catholic woman. Her father and his 
new wife d i d not share participation 
i n common holidays. He l i t the 
menorah by himself, and she put up 
the Christmas tree alone. Says Leah, 
" I got lots of mixed messages. I feel 
as i f my parents failed at giving me 
a religious identity." 

The Long Island Jewish community, 
in Leah's eyes, was too materialistic, 
focusing on H i g h Holiday outfits, 
cars and gold jewelry. She found the 
whole culture unappealing and never 
wanted to be a part of the local 
Jewish community. • ' 

Mal<ing a Clioice 
Bil l , on the other hand, has wonder
fu l feelings about his Catholic 
upbringing. A history teacher by 
profession. Bi l l has been able to 
teach Leah about his faith and about 
religious history i n an objective, 
non-threatening manner. 

Partly because of their extended 
families' high expectations for their 
wedding, when the couple decided 
to get married they eloped. They 
practiced no religion u n t i l Leah 
became pregnant w i t h their first 
chi ld. Then the issue became more 
pressing. 

Both agreed they didn't want their 
child to be w i t h o u t a comfortable, 
rooted religious identity. They had 
grown up w i t h kids f r o m interfaith 

Leah Ingram, 31, is a writer living 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan with her 
husband. Bill Behre—also 31, and 
a Ph.D. candidate in education at the 
University of Michigan—and their 
fifteen-month-old daughter Jane. 
The couple expects its second child 
in June, 1997. Leah's most recent 
book, due out in September, 1997, 
is The Portable Wedding Consultant 
(Contemporary Books). 
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homes where both fahhs—or no 
fa i th—had been practiced, and these 
children seemed to both Bil l and 
Leah to lack a sense of rootedness. 
I t was relatively easy for the couple 
to decide their home life should 
revolve around a single faith. 

Bil l explained to Leah why it was 
so important to h i m that his child 
be baptized and raised i n a church 
community. Leah's response: 
"Frankly, I felt relieved not to have 
to pretend I ' m ful ly Jewish, not to 
have to do what was expected of me 
by my family." She readily agreed 
to Bill's wishes. 

So, when Leah was about six months 
pregnant, she and Bil l went church 
shopping. They sought a church 
where each of them felt comfortable. 
They found a local parish w i t h a 
young, down-to-earth priest who 
was w a r m , accepting and creative i n 
his use of non-tradit ional forms of 
worship. They joined this church 
(St. Thomas, i n A n n Arbor, M i c h i 
gan) and their daughter Jane, born 
i n July 1995, was baptized there. 

The Outcome 
Leah still has qualms about the 
Christian symbolism. " I don't feel 
comfortable w i t h the cruficix. Bill 
says he doesn't particularly like it 
either, but he tries to remind himself 
that i t was the f o r m of capital 
punishment available i n Jesus' day." 

Leah is happy the pr imary responsi
bi l i ty for religiously educating their 
children w i l l fall to Bi l l . "Religion is 
not a big part of my identity. But I 
don't feel excluded by our decision 
to raise our children as Catholics. 
A n d Bill wants this responsibility." 

She admits the decision has not 
always been painless. "Sometimes I 
feel a sense of loss. Sometimes I work 
hard to identify w i t h the other Jews 
i n a r o o m f u l of people. I cry when I 
hear Hebrew music." A n d , while she 
generally feels acceptance when she 
attends the local Catholic church, 
occasionally there are moments of 
discomfort. " I don't like that Bi l l can 
take c o m m u n i o n and I can't. I don't 
appreciate it when the church sends 
me informat ion on their conversion 
classes." 

While they won't push religious 
education on their children, i f their 
daughter shows an interest i n taking 
part i n catechism classes or other 
Catholic education, Leah and Bil l 
have agreed to be supportive. Leah is 
ful ly involved i n the family's Christ
mas preparations, and she found 
herself quite comfortable this year 
as she explained to f i f teen-month-
o ld Jane about the baby Jesus i n the 
manger at her daycare. Leah under
stands Jesus as "another facet of 
religious history on which I haven't 
focused. I can understand Christian
i ty the way Bill explains i t . He doesn't 
believe literally, but rather i n the 
Christian allegories and what they 
represent." 

Their two families have responded 
in predictable ways. Leah's mother 
was quite surprised to learn the 
couple would be raising their 
children as Catholics. Leah's father 
and much of the rest of her Jewish 
family were offended and insulted 
by her decision. Bill's family, on the 
other hand, has been effusive and 
thr i l led to know their grandchildren 
w i l l be Catholics. 
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Religion in an Interfaith Family: 
Understanding the Different Approaches 
by Ruth Levenstein 

•

was brought up i n a religious 
yet liberal Lutheran home. M y 
Jewish husband of eleven years 

and I have created a Jewish home 
and family. Though I have not yet 
converted, my practices and personal 
identification are completely Jewish. 

I used to be puzzled at the many Jews 
I knew who took great pains to keep 
Judaism distinct f r o m Christianity. 
I thought we all knew the difference, 
and could respect each other. Then 
I listened to a Catholic priest 
addressing a group of intermarried 
couples. He tr ied to refer to symbols 
common to both Judaism and 
Christianity; though there was 
nothing particularly offensive 
about anything he said, I realized 
I could not tell whether he respected 
Judaism as a separate and complete 
religion or merely as a forerunner 
of Christianity. 

This was a real "Aha!" experience 
for me. I reahzed that, wi thout clear 
distinctions between the religions, 
Judaism could be lost w i t h i n 
Christianity. 

Choosing One Faith 
We have chosen Judaism for our 
children. Because of that we work 
at keeping the two religions separate. 
Couples like us tend to refer to 
ourselves as " in termarr ied" and w i l l 
concentrate on making clear distinc
tions for our children. For example: 
just the other day we played a game 
w i t h our seven-year-old where we 
w o u l d ment ion a holiday or practice 
and she w o u l d identify i t as being 
Jewish, Christian, neither or both. 

I f our decision had been to choose 
Christianity for our children, the 
need to draw distinctions would r 

dwindle. Such families are likely 
to refer to themselves as "Jewish-
Christian" and concentrate on 
balancing, blending or even combin
ing practices. I n fact, such couples 
would be irresponsible not to expose 
their Christian children to lewish 
practices and ri tual . N o t to do so 
would imply that Judaism is not 
a valuable or viable religion, and 
could lead to anti-Semitic attitudes. 
Unlike the reverse case, there is no 
conflict of interest here. Jewish ideas 
and practices would not make the 
children's Christian identity ambigu
ous but w o u l d enhance and authen
ticate i t . 

The reason for these starkly different 
approaches is this: once a Jew begins 
practicing Christianity, that person 
is no longer Jewish. O n the other 
hand, a Christian can practice 
Judaism wi thout ceasing to be a 
Christian. This is perhaps similar 
to a mixed race marriage. You can 
tell a child she is part white and 
part black, but the w o r l d w i l l see 
a black child. 

Distinguishing Choices 
I t is my experience that most 
intermarried couples w i l l eventually 
lean toward one religion or the other. 
The best approach to take depends 
on that choice. I f your choice is 
ludaism, drawing distinctions is the 
best way to go, and i f your choice is 
Christianity then blending and 
combining is the best way to go. 
The first approach is aimed at 
raising children who w i l l be comfort
able healthy lews f rom intermarried 
families. The second approach is 
aimed at raising children who w i l l 
be healthy and respectful lewish-
Christians. 5? 

Ruth Levenstein lives in Rochester, 
Minnesota, with her husband 
Sheldon and two children, 8-year-old 
Jenelle and 6-year-old Dustan. Ruth 
teaches science in the Rochester 
Public Schools. 
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Interviews with 
Single-Faith Households 
To give our readers access to as 
many experiences of families who 
have chosen a single household faith 
as possible, Dovetail interviewed a 
number of couples who have made 
that decision. Following are some 
of their thoughts and perspectives. 

Deciding Early 

J udy Kass is a Catholic woman 
married to a Jewish man. She 

and her husband are raising two 
daughters, ages 7 and 4, as Jews i n 
a Jewish home. 

Judy remembers the discussions 
about children she and her future 
husband had before they were 
married. "We were both strongly 
religious, and we both agreed that 
we didn't want our children to be 
confused. I had had conversations 
w i t h other interfaith couples who 
were t ry ing to practice both faiths i n 
their homes, and I had spoken w i t h 
adult children who had grown up i n 
dual-faith homes. These conversa
tions convinced me that having both 
faiths i n our home would be confus
ing for the children. 

" I t was very clear to my husband that 
he wanted to raise our children as 
Jews. I had been through twelve years 
of Catholic school, but I considered 
myself to be pretty flexible, despite 
the r ig idi ty of my Catholic upbr ing
ing. So I didn' t really advocate raising 
the kids Catholic. I f he hadn't felt so 
strongly about i t , I guess the children 
might have been Catholic. 

Jewishness wholeheartedly. It has 
gotten easier over the years to be 
comfortable w i t h this arrangement. 

"Christmas is hard for me, because 
my extended family is not nearby. 
Our family doesn't celebrate Christ
mas i n a religious sense, and this is 
hard for me, but it is a choice I have 
made. We do celebrate Christmas in 
a cultural sense, and we do ha\'e a 
Christmas tree. 

"But m y own family's distance 
makes implementing our decision 
to raise our children as Jews easier 
than i t would be i f they were on the 
scene. M y mother is not very 
accepting of our choices. Every once 
in a while she gives me a hard time 
on the phone. She seems to feel that 
I am abandoning my religion. 

" I am becoming quite educated 
about Judaism. It helped me at first 
to realize that there are quite a few 
Jews who don't know a lot about 
Jewish traditions, either. What I 
really like about Judaism is the 
cultural aspect—it's a rich way 
of life, wonderful for a family. 

" M y husband's extended family 
lives nearby, so we share Jewish 
holidays w i t h them. We are getting 
more and more invohed in local 
Jewish life. Recently the principal 
of the Conservative temple's Hebrew 
school, where my daughter attends, 
asked m e — k n o w i n g that I was not 
Jewish—to be the Uaison between 
m)- daughter's class and the temple's 
board o f directors. The temple's 
openness to interfaith couples— 
and to somebod>- like me, who is 
not Jewish and does not want to 
change her taith, but who wants 
to be acti\e—is encouraging. 

" I suppose I am making a sacrifice 
on some levels, especially on a 
personal level. I do my own t h i n g — 
attending mass, celebrating h o l i 
days—and sometimes i t gets a little 
lonely. But I feel no resentment and 
am w i l l i n g to support my family's 
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" O u r seven-year-old started asking 
questions early, about God, about 
death and heaven. She equates the 
temple w i t h a church. She doesn't 
yet understand the differences 
between the two religions, but 
she does understand that there 
are different religions. She has 
been to church w i t h me, especially 
when Grandma is visit ing. Every 
once i n a while she asks me i f she 
can be Catholic, but she doesn't 
really know what that means. 

" I feel really good about where we 
are w i t h this process. I t is something 
we have to w o r k at all the t ime. I f I 
could give advice to other couples, 
I w o u l d suggest that they t r y to lay 
the issues out on the table as quickly 
as they can, before getting married i f 
possible. You need to know what the 
potential issues are. It's not an easy 
choice to make, marrying someone 
of a different background and 
religion. Love doesn't conquer all. 
Children w i l l complicate things 
and test your marriage i n ways 
you cannot imagine. Compromise 
is important , but i t doesn't mean that 
one person always has to give i n . " 

Making Adjustments 

R enee Weisman Michelsen is a 
Jewish woman married to a man 

who was "brought up Lutheran, but 
whose mother is Jewish, so he has 
many Jewish relatives." Renee's 
parents assimilated into American 
culture and d i d not give her many 
positive feelings about being Jewish. 
"Being Jewish was a fearful thing 
when I was growing up." 

When Renee and her future husband 
talked about children before they 
were married, she remembers, "The 
w o r l d of religion looked very 

different than i t does now." The 
couple was ready to be completely 
neutral: to celebrate hol idays— not 
i n a religious way, but i n an "Ameri 
can" way. They w o u l d share the 
Christian and Jewish holidays 
w i t h their respective families. 

When their first chi ld was imminent , 
Renee remembers hoping that i t 
would be a gir l , so that they wouldn' t 
have to make a firm decision about 
whether or not to have a bris. Her 
hope became reality, and i t was not 
u n t i l their daughter Sarah went of f 
to nursery school, coming home w i t h 
stories f r o m her friends about Jesus, 
that Renee was startled into action. 
She asked her daughter more about 
what she was learning, and suddenly 
realized that, even i f she wasn't 
provided w i t h religious education, 
Sarah w o u l d nonetheless be affected 
by others' religious expressions. 

Renee's husband, raised i n the 
Lutheran church, was adamant that 
he d i d not want to be involved w i t h 
organized religion of any k i n d . When 
she asked h i m i f he would support 
her i n providing their children w i t h a 
Jewish upbringing, he was clear that 
he w o u l d not be w i l l i n g to part ic i 
pate but w o u l d not stand i n her way. 

Once Renee enrolled her daughter 
i n a Jewish program, there was a 
rapid evolution i n how both she and 
her husband felt about religion. His 
fears of dogmatic indoctr inat ion 
dissipated as he met other families 
facing similar choices. While she 
was stil l pr imar i ly responsible for 
ensuring their daughter's religious 
education, he began to feel more 
comfortable participating by dr iv ing 
Sarah to her Jewish school. 

continued on page 14 

Meet Dovetail's 
Editorial Advisory Board 

In response to inquiries from our 

readers, we're introducing a 

different member of our diverse 

and experienced advisory team 

in each issue of Dovetail. 

Reverend Julie Faith Parker 

The Rev. Julie Parker is an ordained 

minister in the United Methodist Church. 

She serves as the Protestant Chaplain 

at Hofstra University in Hempstead, 

New York. Her ministry includes 

interfaith presentations and programs 

with her Jewish, Catholic and Muslim 

colleagues. She is currently studying 

Hebrew. 

Ms. Parker is also the author of four 

books. Her first book. Careers for 

Women as Clergy, received an 

award from the New York Public Library. 

Her subsequent work has focused on 

the topics of homelessness, teen ethics, 

and leadership. 

Ms. Parker grew up in the New York area 

and is a graduate of Hamilton College 

and Union Theological Seminary (New 

York). She is married to the Rev. Bill 

Crawford and they have two children, 

Graham and Mari, ages 5 and 3. 
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Dovetail 

Raising Our Children Jewish 
by Irene Bleiweiss 

Irene Bleiweiss is a communications 
lawyer who works in Washington, 
D.C., and lives in Arlington, VA. 
She has been happily married to 
Charles H. Wagner, a writer and 
actor, for 12 years. They have two 
children, Elizabeth and Andrew, 
ages 7 and 2. 

Six days a week, our children 
are k n o w n as Elizabeth 
Rachel and Andrew 

Cameron. But at our weekly Shabbat 
dinner they become Rachel EHsheva 
and Avner A m i r o n . Our kids are 
Jewish, a choice we made before we 
got married, so we gave both 
children Hebrew names which 
honor deceased relatives, fo l lowing 
tradit ional Jewish practice. 

What makes our family a b i t 
different is that our son is named 
in memory of a wonderful person 
who happened to be Cathol ic—my 
husband's grandmother Clara. Our 
son's Hebrew name, like Clara's 
Christian name, connotes clarity 
and brightness. It is a small t h i n g — 
a name used once a week by a chi ld. 
But to us it represents something 
bigger. I t is one of the ways i n which 
our children, who are ful ly Jewish, 
can develop their Jewish identities 
while br inging honor to their 
Christian father and relatives. 

Selecting Mom's Religion 
We wanted to raise our children i n 
a single religion. But we also agreed 
our children should be free to 
question and not to view themselves 
as being on the only correct spiritual 
path. Judaism, my religion of b i r t h , 
w o u l d allow us to present that 
message. ludaism doesn't require 
anyone to "be a member of its club" 
to reach heaven. I t allows and even 
encourages questioning and inter
pretation of its sacred writ ings. 
A n d i t teaches that we are all 
innately good. 

We also recognized that lews are 
a m i n o r i t y i n America. We thought 
that the children's Jewish roots could 
too easily be lost, simply by assimila

t ion w i t h the majori ty culture. So 
we are raising our children as Jews \
and t ry ing to give them a solid 
Jewish identity. 

I t has helped us that the definit ion 
of a good Jew is not based on 
whether one attends synagogue 
regularly. We have not yet found 
a synagogue where we both feel 
comfortable. But this has not been 
a major obstacle because i n Judaism 
the central focus is on the home, 
not on the place o f worship. 

So we began to develop ways i n 
which our Jewish children can 
connect w i t h God at home, w i t h 
their Dad's participation. For 
example, our children received their 
Hebrew names i n our l iv ing r o o m — 
not on a synagogue bimah (dais). 
At home my husband, who could 
not have participated in most 
synagogue ceremonies, could light 
candles of celebration, and offer his 
own hopes and dreams for the baby's 
future. His aunt could br ing the baby 
into the r o o m and say a few words, 
wi thout compromising her own 
beliefs. Seven years later, friends and 
neighbors still speak of the beauty 
of our daughter's naming ceremony, 
and how its symbolism meant more 
to them than others held at a 
synagogue. 

We also have a special dinner every 
Friday night at the beginning of 
Shabbat. Some elements are rooted 
i n ancient Jewish culture, such as 
blessings over candles, wine and the 
special braided challah bread. Other 
parts are our family's own creations, 
only a few years old but just as 
important to us. These range f r o m 
the spiritual (like sharing something 
we are thankful for ) , to pure fun (like 
taking turns choosing dessert). W i t h 
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our own additions, my husband can 
be a f u l l participant. 

This weekly tradi t ion has not always 
been easy to keep i n a majori ty 
Christian community. M y daughter 
could not j o i n the Gi r l Scouts: all the 
troops met on Friday nights and the 
leaders were not w i l l i n g to change 
for a single Jewish child. I t was a 
disappointment for her, but also an 
opportuni ty to learn that different 
religions observe sabbath on differ
ent days and that, for us, home and 
family come first. 

While there are many Jewish things 
we actively do throughout the year, 
sometimes the absence of Christian-
based traditions is more noticeable. 
Our home does not have a Christmas 
tree or a visit f r o m Santa. Our 
decorations are generic winter 
symbols: snowflakes, mittens, 
ice skates. 

We celebrate Chanukah and ex
change presents, but t r y to teach 
our children that it is a minor 
Jewish holiday, not a Jewish version 
of Christmas. We explain that the 
miracle of l ight and freedom Jews 
believe occurred on Chanukah is 
of a completely different nature 
and magnitude f r o m the miracle 
of b i r t h Christians believe occurred 
on Christmas. 

Acknowledging Dad's 
Upbringing 
Although Christmas is not celebrated 
at our home, we acknowledge that i t 
was a big part of my husband's 
upbringing. I t is important to h i m 
that we be w i t h his mother and 
siblings for the songs, presents and 
family togetherness he has k n o w n 
since childhood. I t is a seven-hour 

drive, but still we do i t each year. 
I explain to our children that though 
the holiday is not our own, we can 
enjoy Grandma's beautiful decora
tions and the nice feeling of being 
w i t h Dad's family at a t ime that is 
joyfu l for them. I believe that this 
is similar to how we invite n o n -
Jewish friends to j o i n us at our 
Passover Seder. 

The one thing we ask of our 
Christian relatives is that they 
not give our children presents 
which contain symbols of Christ
mas, because we don't feel those 
would be appropriate to br ing 
back to our own home. 

Otherwise, we t ry to honor my 
husband's upbringing by continuing 
the non-religious traditions f r o m his 
chi ldhood. Wednesday was always 
"pizza night" when he was growing 
up. So we, too, have pizza on 
Wednesdays. We've learned that all 
family t radi t ion need not be based 
on religious belief A n d raising 
children i n a single religion need not 
mean forgetting our pasts. We believe 
that relatives who live good lives can 
serve as role models, even i f they 
happen to be of a different religion. 

Our children are named for two 
great women of blessed memory. 
A Jewish woman who always had a 
smile and a k i n d w o r d for strangers 
and family alike. A Christian woman 
who w o u l d sacrifice anything that 
was hers to help another person. 
We hope a piece of each of them 
w i l l live on i n our children. P 
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Dovetail 

Pathways 
Program 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst 

For more information on tfie 
Pattiways program, eittier in 
New Jersey or in other parts of 
the country, call Lynne Wolfe at 
(201) 884-4800, ext 192. 

Interfaith famiUes considering 
Judaism as the family faith w i l l 
find lots of resources to help 

them. One of the best is a program 
called Pathways, r u n by the United 
Jewish Federation of Metro West 
New Jersey. Pathways is designed for 
families who th ink they might want 
to affiliate w i t h a Jewish congrega
t ion , but who need additional 
informat ion and education about 
Judaism before making the decision. 

Pathways is modeled after the 
"Stepping Stones . . . to a Jewish M e " 
program developed in Denver (see 
profile in issue 1:1 of Dovetail) . 
Its literature describes the Pathways 
program's goal: "To provide k n o w l 
edge of the basic elements of Jewish 
life, traditions and history while 
remaining completely compatible 
w i t h contemporary secular society. 
Participating children, and their 
parents, w i l l experience a n o n -
pressured view into Judaism's 
vast cultural heritage." 

The program, which began in 
January of 1991, is open to children 
between the ages of 5 and 18 whose 
parents desire to give them an 
opportuni ty to learn more about 
their Jewish heritage. There is no 
t u i f i o n fee, and a family can parf ic i -
pate i n the program for a m a x i m u m 
of two years. Parents "who recognize 
the need for positive Jewish ident i f i 
cation for their children" are asked 
to share i n the social, educational 
and cultural aspects of the Pathways 
program. Program literature assures 
parents that the program teachers 
"are particularly aware of the special 
needs of young people whose parents 
come f rom different religious and 
cultural backgrounds." 

Over a one-year period, Pathways ; 
classes provide an introduct ion to 
the various elements of basic 
Judaism such as holidays, history, 
life cycle events, Jewish culture, 
religious symbols and practice 
lived through the literature, art -
and language of Jewish people. The 
curr iculum includes an emphasis on 
understanding and respect for other 
religions "according to the needs, 
interests and sensitivity of the 
students and their families." 

As part of the curr iculum, children 
and parents participate i n separate 
educational classes. Families come 
together for such jo int events as 
a model Seder, model Shabbat ; 
celebrations, decoration of a . 
sukkah (outdoor booth bui l t for / 
the harvest hohday Sukkot), and 
tzedakah (charity) programs. : • / 
Families who choose to re-enroll 
for a second year of the program go 
through the same general curr icu
l u m , but w i t h different activities and 
specific lessons based on the same 
cycle of holidays. "This second year 
serves to reinforce what families 
learned i n the first year," reports 
Lynne Wolfe, the program's director. 

The Pathways program does not 
t r y to hide its ultimate goal—"the 
transition of these families into 
synagogue membership, the children 
into religious school, and the opting 
for Judaism as the family's religion." 
The teachers and administrators of 
the program work toward this goal 
w i t h refreshing sensitivity and open-
mindedness. Wolfe is enthusiastic 
about what Pathways is achieving. 
"We are reawakening the Jewish 
partners' faith, sparking their interest 
i n learning, teaching the children and 
providing them w i t h knowledge and 
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a sense of belonging. A l l this i n 
a non-threatening, comfortable 
atmosphere!" 

Families who have graduated 
f r o m the Pathways program seem 
unabashedly excited about their 
experience. "Prior to coming to the 
Pathways program I was estranged 
f r o m my Jewish roots," writes one 
parent. "The program provided us 
w i t h a safe and invi t ing atmosphere 
for both my husband and myself to 
explore our thoughts and feelings 
about religion and relationships. 
While I was busy work ing on my 
own identity, my daughter's identity 
began to emerge. The program has 
helped me to gather the strength 
to challenge my fears and beliefs 
and allow Judaism to be part of 
our lives." 

Another graduating parent writes, 
" I can't say that Pathways has 

provided all the answers to what 
is a complicated and diff icult 
situation, but i t has helped to add 
to our family Kfe a religious aspect 
and spirituality that I believe we 
needed." One parent stressed the 
communal aspect of the program: 
"Pathways has given our two children 
an opportuni ty to be w i t h other 
children f r o m interfaith families. 
I t has allowed them to feel a part 
of a group instead of somehow 
different f r o m their peers." 

According to Ms. Wolfe, the program 
serves between twelve and 28 families 
each year. She finds that about half 
of the families who graduate f r o m 
the Pathways program go on to j o i n 
synagogues. Ms. Wolfe is a strong 
advocate on behalf of these famihes, 
often calling the rabbi of a local 
temple to smooth the way before 
a family's first visit. When asked. 

Children and parents alike enjoy a model Shabbat dinner at a Pathways program, 

in the process learning how to prepare such a meal at their own homes. 

she accompanies families to family 
services or special programs at the 
temple they are considering, "to help 
ease the transition." Ms. Wolfe also 
makes a point of calling every family 
who has graduated f r o m the Path
ways program at least once a year, 
to check on their status, offer 
encouragement, and provide 
additional in format ion . I n this 
way, even i f a family has not made 
the decision to affiliate w i t h a local 
synagogue, they still have a connec
t i o n to the local Jewish community. 

Wolfe likes to describe the first 
meeting of a Pathways group. 
The newly enrolled families meet 
i n the worship space of a local 
temple, where a local rabbi gives 
them an introduct ion to temple life. 
The smaller children are seated i n the 
front row, close to the ark, and their 
l i tt le legs stick straight out over the 

edge of the pew. Children and adults 
alike watch w i t h growing amazement 
as the rabbi removes the Torah scroll 
f rom the ark, unwraps i t , and opens 
it wide. The Jewish adults i n the 
crowd, m i n d f u l of the distance 
they've always felt f r o m sacred 
Jewish objects, gasp audibly when 
the rabbi lays the open Torah scroll 
across the legs of the children, so 
that they can see the fine script and 
touch the sacred parchment. I n 
the Pathways program, adults and 
children alike learn to touch and 
feel for themselves the beauty and 
meaning of Jewish life. P 
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continued from page 9 

Sarah developed a sturdy Jewish 
identity, largely through her involve
ment i n communal Jewish education. 
As he watched Sarah grow, Renee's 
husband agreed that she should 
identify as a Jew, as long as the 
family " d i d it all ." They joined a 
Reform temple w i t h a large percent
age of interfaith families. The family 
now worships and celebrates 
together. Renee feels strongly that 
"institutions that are supportive and 
accepting have made a big difference 
for us. These institutions have 
increased my husband's tolerance 
for organized religion i n general. I f 
our temple was farther away or less 
accepting of us, I ' m not sure that we 
w o u l d have been able to create a 
lewish home." She advises other 
interfaith couples to "seek out the 
most liberal, accepting place you can 
find, then t r y i t and see how it feels." 

As she watched her daughter's 
Jewish identity emerge, Renee began 
to search for her own. She became 
friends w i t h a Christian who helped 
her understand the meaning of faith. 
Renee "began to realize how impor
tant faith can be for a person, and 
how each o f us needs as many 
resources as we can find for dealing 
w i t h this w o r l d . I wanted Sarah to 
have faith as a tool for life. A n d I 
got i t , too, somewhere along the way. 
I f you had to ld me ten years ago 
that my daughter w o u l d have a bat 
mitzvah, I w o u l d have said no way." 

Last year the family faced a challenge 
when they didn't go to Denver, as 
had been their t radi t ion, to celebrate 
Christmas w i t h the Christian side of 
the family. So Renee agreed that they 
would celebrate Christmas i n their 
Jewish home. Sarah was able to 

differentiate, calling Christmas 
"Daddy's holiday" and being able to 
share it w i t h h i m . For Renee, though, 
" I t was weird and hard. We chopped 
down a tree and everything—I d i d 
it for h i m . " 

Despite the discomfort and occa
sional marital discord, Renee speaks 
glowingly of her family's progress. 
"You have to do whatever you decide 
as a partnership," she advises. 
"Try hard to be open about religion. 
I t may be quite helpful for you and 
your partner to seek an independent 
counselor to help work through the 
tough issues. 

"You can follow your child's lead, 
too. M y daughter just loved being 
part of a group. She really needed i t . 
I never w o u l d have admitted that 
kids actually need religion." k.". 
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Food Fights 

The unwary interfaith couple 
can get into a stew over food. 
But even after you've fallen 

into the soup, you may not recognize 
what has your stomach churning. 
Any marriage involves some adjust
ing of its childhood ideas of, for 
instance, what makes a meal special. 
C o m p o u n d that w i t h nostalgia for 
an idealized ethnic cuisine and 
season i t w i t h the emotions sur
rounding religious practice, and 
you have an excellent recipe for 
spiritual indigestion. 

I n this column, I w i l l draw on t h i r t y -
three years as the pr imary cook i n 
an interfaith marriage to help you 
sort out the ingredients of your o w n 
marital mixture. I ' l l also give you 
fodder—recipes and menu sugges
t ions—to suit both your tastes. 

For openers, this elegant but simple 
treatment for roast fowl can help 
you through the barrage o f upcom
ing holidays and special Shabbats. 
The recipe serves eight or ten people, 
but can be scaled down to a roasting 
chicken for four or up to a torn 
turkey for twenty. The b i r d is also 
fine w i t h o u t the stuffing. 

Italian-Style Roast Fowl 
12 lb. hen turkey or capon 
2 pkg. frozen chopped spinach, 

thawed and squeezed dry 
1/2 c. bread crumbs 
1 lb. ground turkey 
1 medium onion 
3 large cloves garlic 
1 T olive oil 
lemon juice, kosher salt, coarse-

ground pepper, rosemary 
bay leaf 
I T cornstarch 

Chop onion and one clove garlic; 
saute i n o i l t i l l soft and slightly 

brown. A d d ground turkey; cook 
through. Combine w i t h bread 
crumbs and spinach; cool. 

Remove giblets and neck f r o m b i rd ; 
simmer them w i t h bay leaf i n water. 
Rinse and dry the b i r d ; put it i n a 
large oiled roasting pan. Rub b i r d 
inside and out w i t h lemon juice, 
seasonings and the other two cloves 
of garlic, minced. Stuff and roast at 
375° 20 minutes to half an hour per 
pound, basting occasionally. 

Remove f r o m oven and set on platter 
i n w a r m place 15 minutes before 
serving. Combine pan juices w i t h 
cornstarch, stir i n giblet broth , and 
cook u n t i l slightly thickened. A d d 
lemon juice and pepper to taste. 

Serve w i t h baked squash or glazed 
carrots, green salad, and potatoes 
chunked, tossed w i t h olive o i l and 
seasonings, and roasted. 

Holiday Cookies 
Made w i t h o i l , these are appropriate 
for Chanukah. But they can be cut 
into shapes, and stay good for days, 
so they're also perfect Christmas 
tree cookies. 

/ c. poppy seeds 
4 eggs, slightly beaten 
1 c. cooking oil 
1 c. sugar 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. salt 
4-5 c. unbleached white flour 
colored, spiced granulated sugar 

Combine ingredients in order; chill. 
RoU out on heavily floured board, cut 
into shapes, sprinkle w i t h spiced 
colored sugar. Bake on oiled cookie 
sheet at 350° unti l golden (about 12 
minutes). Pierce w i t h threaded needle 
to hang; w i l l last two weeks on tree. P 
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Begin the New Year a New Way 

Enter our first Kids's Page contest! 

Make the contemporary seder plate 

described in this column, then send 

it (either the actual plate or a 

photograph or drawing of it) to 

Dovetail. Dovetail staff will choose 

several of the entries to include in 

our April/May 1997 issue. Chosen 

artists will receive a special prize 

and their parents will receive an 

extra issue of Dovetail added to 

the end of their subscription. 

Send your contest entry to: 

Dovetail Publishing 

ATTN: Kids' Seder Plate Contest 

P.O. Box 19945 

Kalamazoo, Ml 49019 

We can return your entry—simply 

include a note with your plate asking 

that it be returned to a specific name 

and address. We look forward to 

sharing the contest results with 

you in April. 

Welcome to a new column 
i n the New Year of 
Dovetail . January First 

is, of course, the secular celebration 
of a new Roman calendar. The w i l d 
celebrations stem f r o m freedom 
f r o m Father Time's past, mixed w i t h 
hope for the new year being born . I n 
our lewish and Christian traditions, 
spiritual rebirth is celebrated w i t h 
the Earth's natural rebirth i n the 
spring dur ing the holidays of 
Passover and Easter. 

O l d and New? Passover and Easter? 
Freedom f r o m the past and hope for 
tomorrow? H o w about incorporating 
these ideas into a family project? 
Then how about sharing your project 
i n a contest for Dovetail readers! 

Step One: Table Talk—Spend some 
time around the family table talking 
about symbols. What are they? W h y 
are they important? These concrete, 
tangible reminders spark and re
kindle both memories and feehngs. 
Talk about how we have secular and 
religious symbols all around us every 
day. Birthday candles, wedding rings, 
mezuzzah, Star of David, cross 
What are some of the treasured 
symbols of your family? Go on a 
family Symbol Hunt in your home. 
Keep a Symbol Explorer's Log of 
your child's findings. 

Step Two: Scripture Search—Read 
Exodus 12 and Luke 22 to your child. 

Step Three: Learn About the 
Holidays' Symbols—Talk about 
the secular and religious symbols 
of each holiday. Ask your child what 
these symbols mean to him/her now 
i n addit ion to what the tradit ional 
teachings are. Individual interpreta
tions of symbol are often more 
evocative than tradit ional meanings: 

Easter: lihes, paschal candles, eggs, 
baskets, bunnies, lambs. 

Passover: Matzoh, Elijah's cup, four 
cups of wine, salt water, afikomen 
("after meal" matzoh), the Seder 
plate and its r i tual objects. 

Step Four: Break the Plate!—Apart, 
that is! Spend an extra session talking 
i n detail about each of the symbols 
on the Seder plate and its meaning. 

Step Five: Keep the O l d , But A d d 
the New—Make a Seder plate for the 
20th century. Since these are some 
symbols that were important to Jews 
3,000 years ago, what words and 
symbols of today w o u l d your chi ld 
choose to put on the family's 20th-
century Seder plate? Spend some 
time exploring what contemporary 
symbols could be used to convey the 
same meaning as the ancient ones. 

Step Six: Design and Make the Seder 
Plate—Buy a plastic plate or platter. ' 
Have fun , be creative, use a variety 
of media. I f you are not the arts-and-
crafts type, draw your plate on paper 
or make a collage. To enter this 
issue's contest, when your seder plate 
is finished, either take a photo of the 
finished product or send your child's 
art to Dovetail . Include a note on 
why your chi ld chose the symbols 
that he/she d i d and what they mean 
to your family. 

Step Seven: Begin Again—Set your 
child's Seder plate at the side of your 
tradit ional one. Perhaps a new family 
t radi t ion w i l l be born w i t h this New 
Year's project. ^ 

Need some help or ideas? Contact me 
ataskkovx@aol.com! 
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Handling the December Holidays 

One December we went to 
a Jewish communi ty affair 
and were surprised to see 

there a Jewish fr iend who ordinari ly 
disdains such activities. His explana
t ion : " I wanted to be someplace 
where there wouldn' t be any [exple
tive deleted] Christmas stuff." 

Most Jews i n an interfaith marriage 
won't , it's to be hoped, be so cranky 
on the subject. But the Christian 
partner should be aware that what 
for many is the favorite t ime of the 
year, to be relished on every level 
f rom goodies at the office to Santa 
motifs i n the bathroom, can feel 
overwhelming and intrusive to 
the non-Christ ian. 

O n the other hand, it can be a relief 
for the Christian to have an excuse 
not to spend every spare moment 
for weeks i n a frantic effort to 
produce magazine-cover decor, 
gourmet-quality cuisine, and 
thoughtful ly chosen, exquisitely 
wrapped gifts for everyone f r o m 
Aunt Sally to the mai l carrier. 

Finding What's Important 
Try to keep i n m i n d what's impor
tant to the actual meaning of 
Christmas, and what's not. 

The tree, for instance, is a symbol 
w i t h pagan origins that's only 
become prevalent i n the English-
speaking w o r l d in the past century. 
I f your partner objects to i t , consider 
skipping i t , or at least scaling it down 
i n size, prominence and opulence of 
decoration. 

I f you have children, t r y defusing the 
gift lust before Christmas Day w i t h 
an Advent good-deeds grab bag: a 
daily or weekly drawing of slips of 
paper w i t h directions such as "Buy 

a toy for a needy chi ld w i t h your own 
allowance" and "Visi t a lonely senior 
at the nursing home." (Intersperse a 
few surprise rewards, like "Take the 
day of f f r o m chores.") 

Peace on Earth . . . and 
Peace in the House 
M y Jewish husband and I , a practic
ing Catholic, actually f i n d it easier 
to avoid interfaith f r i c t ion when we 
emphasize the religious nature of the 
holiday, rather than swamping i t i n 
an avalanche of secular trappings. 
We have a small creche (manger 
scene) i n the l iv ing r o o m and a 
wreath on the front door, but I don't 
festoon the outside of the house w i t h 
lights and plastic reindeer. When the 
children were small, we sang "Happy 
Birthday" to Jesus when we l i t the 
last Advent candle, but I didn' t play 
endless marathons of carols. As a 
result, my Jewish partner doesn't feel 
any more put out by going to church 
to help me celebrate this event i n my 
spiritual life than I do by going w i t h 
h i m to hours of services over the 
H i g h Holy Days. 

As for Chanukah, our advice is 
to enjoy i t as the charming minor 
holiday it's meant to be. For the 
mixed-faith family, it can become 
a little islet of calm i n the frothing 
sea of Yuletide. Put the Chanukah 
menorah i n the window, and while 
it's l i t play dreidel and eat Chanukah 
geh (chocolate coins wrapped i n 
gold foil) and tell the children 
stories about Jewish courage 
and the desperate need of the 

w o r l d for peace. 

I n that regard, at least, the message 
of the two holidays is r ingingly i n 
tune, 
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Dovetail 

HOW TO ORDER 
DOVETAIL: | | | 
To place a credit card 
order for your own or 
a gift subscription to 
Dovetail, please call 
800-222-0070. To order 
by mail, send your check 
for $24.99, made payable 
to Dovetail Publishing, to: 

Dovetail Publishing, 
P.O. Box 19945, 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49019. 

residents please 
add 6% sales tax.) 
Thank you for 
your order. 

Letters to 
the Editor 
Thank you for supporting Unitarian 
Universalism in response to a letter 
to the editor f rom Rabbi Steve Mason 
firom our town of West Hartford, 
Connecticut, in your October/ 
November 1996 issue. 

We have been subscribing to Dovetail 
through our religious education 
administrator, Sally Oxman. We 
have found your publication helpful 
in addressing the many issues of our 
dual-heritage families, of which we 
have many. 

These couples come to us to f ind a 
spiritual home where they can practice 
both religions in a meaningful way 
without having to feel restricted by 
dogma. Here they can call upon their 
Jewish/Christian roots knowing that 
each has something good to teach and 
that one is not better than the other. 
Through courses, such as "Building 
Your O w n Theology," they can explore 
different ideas about God, death, good 
and evil and affirm that there is not 
just one "r ight" way. 

Perhaps Rabbi Mason should take 
the course to learn that although we 
have no creed, we do have a set of 
principles by which we live. "To accept 
one another" is one of these principles. 
In today's pluralistic society it is our 
hope that we can know our differences 
and respect them and seek under
standing wi th one another. 

Rev. Jean Cook Brown 
The Universalist Church of 

West Hartford, CT 

Rabbi Mason's comments i n the 
October/November issue really cut to 
the quick. His attitude is unfortunately 
one that is shared by many people. 
One needs to look at the roots of 
Unitarianism and Universalism, which 

grew out of a rejection of the doctrine 
of the Trinity, and of traditional 
Calvinist rigidity, to understand how 
this attitude came about. Because 
Unitarians and Universalists broke 
with tradition, they may seem to bend 
over backwards to accept others of 
non-traditional faiths, like neo-pagans. 
Another reason that they appear to ..̂  
"fall for just about everything and 
believe in practically nothing," to 
quote Rabbi Mason, is that during the 
1960s a movement to reject traditional 
Christianity gained momentum. 
Opening words i n church services 
were more likely to be taken from Lao 
Tze, the Buddha or Confucius than 
from the New Testament. Sunday • -
School classes studied other faiths, 
or even, wi th high schoolers, bypassed 
religion to look at political issues. Jokes 
about Unitarian-Universalist children 
knowing nothing about their Judeo-
Christian heritage probably came into 
being during these years. I think that 
the fact that Eastern religions were 
growing in popularity in the 1960s also 
may have influenced this turning away 
from traditional Christianity. 

Though Unitarian-Universalists may 
seem to be lacking in spirituality and 
mysticism, their faith is deep. Jewish 
martyrs are innumerable, but there are 
Unitarian martyrs that we can look to 
as well. Michael Servetus was burned 
at the stake by John Calvin for 
speaking out against the Trinity; i n 
this century, the Rev. James Reeb was 
murdered as he marched wi th Mart in 
Luther King, Jr. Many of our nation's 
greatest thinkers were Unitarians— . 
Thomas Jefferson, Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, Henry David Thoreau. W i t h 
a heritage like this, how can Unitarian-
Universalists "believe i n nothing"? 

Susannah C. West 
Ripley, Ohio 
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ONVERSION 
TO JUDAISM 

FREE 
P A M P H L E T S : IS 
"Should I Convert To JudaisfD?" 

"How To Discuss 
Conversion To Judaism" 

Council 9 
Room 53D 
74 Houppouge Rood 
CommQck, NY 11725 

516/462-5826 
web sire: 

http://members. tripod. com/~epst 

Please Note: 
Interfaith Tours, 
offering tours of Israel 
designed especially for 
interfaith families (see 
their ad in the last issue 
of DovetaU, vol. 5, no. 2), 
has changed its e-mail 
address. They may be 
contacted at 
interfaith@juno.com 
for information on their 
tour for Summer 1997. 

Have you heard about 

Dovetail products this holiday 

season? We'd appreciate 

your help in tracking the 

media sources that mention 

our journal or books. If you 

saw holiday articles 

mentioning Dovetail, please 

call us toll-free at 800-222-

0070 and let us know where 

you saw us. If yours is one of 

the first ten responses, we'll 

give you a beautiful ceramic 

Dovetail mug as a thank-you 

gift. We look forward to 

hearing from you. 

New Resources for Interfaith Families 
from Dovetail Publishing 

Bubbe & Gram: 
My Two 
Grandmothers. 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst, 
illustrated by 
Jane K. Bynum. 
0-9651284-2-3. 
Hardcover, full color, 
32 pp. $12.95. 

A warm, supportive bool< for children in 
interfaith families and their grandmothers. 
A young child helps her two very different 
grandmothers—one Jewish, one Christian— 
celebrate religious rituals, learning in the 
process that families can explore their 
diverse traditions in harmony and love. 

: 6 

UKKAH ' / 

.HRISTMAS -V: 
AT MY HOUS , ; 

Hanukkah and 
Christmas at 
My House. 
written and 
illustrated by 
Susan Enid Gertz. 

0-9630934-0-1. 
Softcover, one color, 
32 pp. $6.95. 

This picture book for children is a joyful 
v̂ ay to share time as a family this December 
A young girl tells how her mother and father 
grew up celebrating different winter 
holidays, conveying the message—in 
thoughtful words and charming illustra
tions—that families of all religions love 
their children and their traditions. 

Interfaith 
Wedding 
Ceremonies: 
Samples and 
Sources 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst. 

0-9651284-1-5. 
Softcover, 
104 pp., $19.95. 

Special Offer for Dovetail Subscribers: 
Order any 2 of these 3 resources and get a free Dovetail ceramic mug. 
Mention #W96 when you call to order 

To order, call 800-222-0070 today. 

The only wedding book for the many 
Jewish/Christian couples who become 
engaged every year. Contains a wide 
variety of meaningful and inclusive dual-
faith ceremonies, with ideas for readings 
and music and a comprehensive list of 
wedding resources. 

Shipping/handling: $3.50 for tlie first 
book ordered, and $1.00 for each 
additional book. Michigan residents: 
add 6% sales tax to book price total. 
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Our Precious Legacy Tours 
L E G A C Y 

We are committed to providing a special opportunity for Interfaith FamiRes to share the Beauty and Legacy 
"which we think is another name for LOVE" - of the Land of Israel. It is our goal to allow each individual 
and each individual family unit to experience the uniqueness of their heritage in an atmosphere of sharing, 
both of themselves and singularly. As a company we stand behind the belief in the abihty of a tr ip to Israel 
to foster the common bond that miites all of us, regardless of race, color or creed. 

As all our programs are custom made to your specific request, we w o u l d be pleased to discuss w i t h you a 
program that incorporates not only your spiritual needs, but also includes the " f u n " aspect for you, your 
children and Parents to enjoy the Israel experience to its fullest. With Israel as a back-drop the choice of 
activities are endless, from white water rafting on the Jordan, surfing w i t h Dolphins in Eilat, climbing the 
Massada at sunrise, walking in the footsteps of Christ i n the Galilee, eating grilled fish in old Jaffa to view
ing the Childrens Memorial at Yad Vashem. From ny?sa|^^3»^^ffl^3|^Jrpm desert sands to the Sea of 
Galilee, Israel is the world's finest gem in miniature. -?^>!̂ ^v' 

I f y o u w o u l d l i k e us to call y o u to discuss this idea i n the comfort of your home 
please complete the details be low and m a i l to us at O U R P R E C I O U S L E G A C Y T O U R S 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone No Best time to call 

12-96 

310 First Avenue • Needham, Massachusetts 02194 
1-800-874-4445 • E - M a i l : legacy@travelin.com • Web-Site : http://www.legacy-tours.com 

A division oftiie Interface Group 
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