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Laughter is the Best 
Medicine: Humor in 
an Interfaith Family 

We have bad news for 
our readers. The staff o f 
Dovetail is sorry to say 

that, after five years o f providing 
resources for interfaith families, 
Dovetail has decided, due to high 
overhead and increasing competi
t ion , to stop the presses. 

A p r i l Fools! 

The reality is that Dovetail is 
stronger and more widely circulated 
than ever. We just wanted to in t ro
duce you to the concept of this 
particular issue o f Dovetail, which 
is our A p r i l Fools gift to you. 

I t is easy for interfaith couples 
and their extended families to take 
the issues facing them w i t h great 
seriousness. After all, this is a 
difficult and challenging path we 
are choosing, and we must prepare 
ourselves w i t h the utmost reflection 
and concentration for what we are 
doing. But every once i n a wh i l e—in 
fact, quite frequently—it is appropri
ate to allow ourselves to laugh at the 
situations we encounter. For all 
families, but especially for interfaith 
families, laughter is a great tension 
reliever, a wonderful stress reducer, 
and a way to open ourselves to the 
joy and wonder o f what is unfolding 
i n our lives. 

Some Serious History 
We have dedicated this Apr i l /May 
issue to laughter and humor, i n 
honor o f the ancient and venerated 
holiday o f A p r i l Fools' Day. This 
holiday, w i t h its customs of playing 
practical jokes, telHng made-up 
stories as fact, and sending friends 

on fools' errands, has been observed 
for centuries i n several countries, 
but its origins are largely unknown. 
Records show that i t has been going 
on since at least 1564, when January 
1 was re-established in France as the 
first day o f the year. The change 
confused many people, but in t ime 
i t led to the fun o f exchanging false 
greetings for the first o f the year on 
the o ld day. A person who resisted 
changing New Year's Day from A p r i l 
1 to January 1 was victimized by 
pranksters on A p r i l 1 and was called 
poisson d'avril ("Apri l fish"). Wide
spread observance o f A p r i l Fools' 
Day began in England i n the 18th 
century, and the custom of playing 
A p r i l Fools jokes was brought to this 
country by the British. 
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I t resembles other festivals, such as 

the Hilaria o f ancient Rome (March 

25) and the H o l i festival o f India 

(ending March 31). Its t iming seems 

somehow connected to the vernal 

equinox (March 21), when nature 

"fools" people w i t h sudden changes 

in the weather. In A p r i l comes the 

cuckoo, symbol o f simpletons, so 

in Scotland the v ic t im is called 

gowk (cuckoo), and the holiday 

Huntigowok ("Hunt ing the Gowk") 

Day 

Mark Twain captured the spirit of the 

holiday when he wrote in Pudd'nhead 

Wilson's Calendar. "April 1. This is the 

day upon which we are reminded of 

what we are on the other three 

hundred and sixty-four." 

Your Challenge, Should 
You Choose to Accept It... 
I n the spirit o f laughter, and of not 

taking ourselves too seriously, we 

offer you this issue of Dovetail , and 

QRK Pontius' Puddle 
HI, P O N T I C S . 

SOMDAy ScUOOL 
DISCOSSIOM 
G - 0 ? 

G^(^T\ EXPOSED THCEE 
WISCOMCEPTIOMS, SCOTTLEP TWO 
SHALLOW COMVJICTIOMS, 
AMD CROSUEP OUE 
IMOWIDOAliS EMT\RE 

3EUEF SVSTEIA. 

Dovetail's Staff 

Joan C. Hawxhurst 
Grand Panjandrum 

Mary Helene Rosenbaum 
The Meek and Malleable 

Alison Siragusa 
Eminence Grise 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 
of communication for interfaith couples, their 
parents and their children. The more families 
can share their ideas, experiences, resources 
and support, the more they can make peace in 
their homes and communities. Jewish and 
Christian perspectives can dovetail. 

Believing that there are no definitive answers to 
the questions facing interfaith families. Dovetail 
strives to be open to all ideas and opinions. 
Editorial content attempts to balance and 
respect the perspectives of both Jewish and 
Christian partners in interfaith marriages, as well 
as the diverse perspectives of parents and children 
of interfaith couples. Inclusion in Dovetail does not 
imply endorsement Dovetail accepts a thoughtful 
and constructive discussion of all related issues 
in the Letters to the Editor section, and reserves 
the right to reply. • 

we challenge you to find the humor 

in your own situation. We also 

challenge you to find the jokes and 

parodies hidden on these pages— 

including i n spots usually containing 

dry "boilerplate" information. Happy 

hunting, and happy laughing! 

Oh, and i f your interfaith family 

claims a humorous story o f its own, 

send i t along, and we'll publish i t i n a 

future issue of Dovetail . ^ . 

POR SOtAE PEOPLE, 
RELlGrlOM IS ^ . 
CONTACT SPORT \ 

Dovetail (ISSN 1062-7359) is published 
bimonthly (6 times per year) by: Dovetail 
Publishing, P.O. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, Ml 
49019; (616) 342-2900; fax: (616) 342-1012; 
e-mail: dovetail@mich.com or 
hawxhurst@aol.com. 

A one-year subscription is available for 
$24.99 from the above address (Michigan 
residents please add 6% sales tax). Inter
national subscriptions are 335.00. Single 
issues are available for $4.50 each. 

Dovetail welcomes article submissions 
(query or completed manuscript), letters to 
the editor, and comments or suggestions. 
Send to Joan C. Hawxhurst, Editor, at the 
above address. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Copyright© 1997 by Dovetail Publishing. 

All rights reserved. 
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Laughter Therapy: How One 
Interfaith Family Uses Humor 
Brad Bickford 

Oy Veh." That's Yiddish for 
something Hke, "oh, no" or 
"oh, my" or "Good God" or 

"I've got two red-haired sons ages 
nine and twelve, an adolescent dog, 
a wife, two elderly parents and a 
mortgage." I ' d like to share w i t h 
you how my interfaith family uses 
laughter and humor to cope wi th life. 

I ' m lewish and married to a wonder
ful woman who is Christian. We both 
practice our religions, as do our kids. 
I belong to a Reform lewish group 
and my wife belongs to an Episcopal 
Church. Both of us are also clinical 
social workers. Our work is very 
demanding and stressful. I work w i t h 
youth who are sexual offenders and/ 
or victimized and wi th their families. 
M y wife works w i t h individual adults 
and couples and specializes i n the 
field o f disabilities, especially 
mult iple sclerosis. We sometimes 
tell people that we have remained 
married for fifteen years because 
we speak the same language. 

We have a busy household, w i t h 
a pre-teen and a nine-year-old 
who acts like a union organizer and 
socialite. We also have a cockapoo 
dog who pulls used tissues out o f 
our trashcans and needs to be walked 
at night when it's ten degrees and 
snowing. Our kids are also active 
in Boy Scouting and baseball. I 
especially like the Boy Scout over
nights on those twenty-degree nights 
when the air i n my air mattress 
steadily oozes out. 

Richness and Riches 
Our kids get an "enriched" religious 
upbringing. They learn about two 
different types o f cultures w i th 
unique rites, customs and languages. 
In addition, they are taught by my 

wife and me to believe in God, to 
believe that people are moral and 
they should treat others respectfully, 
and to be responsible to help those 
less fortunate. Our sons are also 
quite r ich at holiday time (and the 
parents become quite poor) . They 
clean up! I t usually begins in early 
December. They start getting hyper, 
become more hard of hearing, and 
act like they have a colony o f ants i n 
their pants. Then Chanukah arrives 
and we light the menorah and they 
get their first present. This goes on 
for eight days, w i th each day br inging 
more excitement and craziness. M y 
nine-year-old is pretty clever and 
asks why the o i l only lasted eight 
days and not ten (smart k id!) . As you 
know, Christmas comes soon after 
and they get bombarded w i t h 
presents and go into hyperspace. 

More seriously, though, my wife and 
I plan to have both boys confirmed 
and become bar mitzvah. O n Sunday 
mornings I pick them up from 
Christian school and take them to 
lewish school. Our sons learn that 
they have a common ludeo-Christian 
heritage which began in the Palestine 
area. They seem to have adjusted well 
to the split i n schools. I asked them 
whether they felt confused about 
being raised in both religions, and 
both kids said "no." They said that 
they liked it because "We get lots 
more presents, learn about and get 
to eat different foods, and it's fun 
because we get to meet a lot o f new 
people." 

M y wife is a very religious and moral 
person, and her presence i n my life 
has made me aware of some of the 
richness which a religious upbring
ing provides. M y Jewish upbringing 
involved a bor ing Sunday school, bar 

Brad Bickford is a happy father, 
husband and clinical social worker 
He lives in Washington, DC, and 
works in Alexandria, VA. He has 
been happily married for fifteen 
years and has two sons, Isaac 
and Jesse, ages twelve and nine. 
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mitzvah, and Httle discussion about 
Jewish or human morals on a regular 
basis. I stopped practicing Judaism 
except on the High Holidays, and yet 
I didn't give i t up entirely because I 
felt a loyalty to my Jewish cultural 
heritage. I now find myself talking 
w i t h my kids more about morals 
and my spiritual belief system. 

Value for Values 
One thing we do is use TV, which 
kids love. We watch Touclted By An 
Angel on Sunday nights. We use this 
oppor tuni ty to discuss w i t h the kids 
the moral teachings o f the show, and 
how we'd like them to act or believe. 

One o f the more important behefs 
they're taught is that there is a being 
more powerful than ourselves. This 
tenet or concept my wife and I both 
utilize a lot i n our clinical work. 
People often get into trouble when 
they behave narcissistically or 
selfishly. Some o f them heal better 
and quicker when they learn to let 
go and trust i n a power greater than 
themselves. 

M y wife and I are part o f the 
sandwich generation. Middle-age 
is very stressful when you have to 
take care o f both ends o f the age 
spectrum. M y parents are both alive, 
and my dad had a stroke about three 
years ago. As a result he is less able 
to get around and less interactive. 
M y wife's father died when she was 
younger and her m o m now has 
Alzheimer's i n an advanced stage. 
Besides our spiritual components, 
we use humor to get us through all 
o f this. We t ry to laugh as much and 
often as we can. 

A good laugh produces the natural 
tranquilizers called endorphins. I n 
addition, a good laugh is like a good 

aerobic workout. Our blood pressure 
goes up, our heart beats quicker, our 
breathing accelerates, the muscles i n 
our face and abdomen tighten, our 
skin tingles and our eyes may water. 
People w i t h a sense of m i r t h can 
cope better w i t h various stresses 
whether they are infectious, work-
related, or other. 

Here are ten o f our favorite fun and 
humorous ways to enjoy life: 

1. Laugh spontaneously w i t h your 
kids for ten seconds or more (five 
i f you have a teenager . . . or you 
can cry—^just kidding) . lust start 
laughing and continue i t . 

2. Tickle your kids or spouse or 
friend for at least ten seconds. ' • 

3. Be sure to take advantage o f 
certain holidays like Halloween 
and wear a costume to work or 
at night. ,- , - >., 

4. Watch comedies on T V or video. 

5. Read the cartoons in the Sunday 
paper and buy a cartoon book. 

6. Share some humorous experience. 

7. Look for the humorous l in ing in 
all serious or stressful situations 
and experiences (it's OK to do so!). 

8. Get out and play w i t h your kids. 
Do what they like to do. 

9. Imitate your kids periodically 
when they act weird or crazy. 

10. Make faces w i t h or at your kids 
or significant other to see who 
can make the other laugh first. 

We've learned to cope w i t h life by 
laughing more, and our interfaith 
family is a happy one. We hope your 
family is, too. ^ 
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This Is No Joking Matter 
(Only Kidding!) 

My boyfriend's name is 
Dorfman, but I call h i m 

Draftsman," explained the Catholic 
woman wi th a trace of annoyance in 
her voice. "Every time I mention 
marriage, he draws the line." 

Patricia, a Catholic gi r l , and 
David, a Jewish boy, were very 

much i n love. However, because o f 
her religious convictions, she refused 
to marry h i m unless he converted to 
Catholicism. After much soul-
searching, he finally gave in to her 
tearful pleading and agreed to under
take the Church's required course of 
study. And now that he had made up 
his mind, he threw himself into his 
labors wi th a vengeance, poring over 
his books night and day, speaking wi th 
Church officials and asking profound 
questions o f his instructors. 

One evening, three months after her 
sweetheart had begun his studies, 
Patricia came home sobbing. 

"What's the matter, dear?" asked her 
mother. "Why are you crying?" 

"It's David," she wept. "He's decided 
to become a priest." 

Mr. Kramer was not very happy 
w i t h the news that his 

daughter was seeing a Christian man. 
One evening the daughter brought 
her boyfriend home for dinner. The 
young man tr ied to start a pleasant 
conversation w i t h the father. 

"You'll be surprised to know, sir," 
began the boyfriend, "that I am part 
Jewish." 

"You're right," snapped the father. 
" W i t h a name like Patrick Clancey, 
I am surprised. So enlighten me." 

" I t happens that I have one-sixteenth 
Jewish blood in my veins." 

" I n that case I 'd be very careful i f I 
were you," said the father, his voice 
g r im. "One nosebleed and you're 
out o f the tribe!" 

Mary and Moishe were having 
an argument about Moishe's 

habit of criticizing her family and 
praising his own. Tempers flared, and 
Mary burst into tears. " I ' m sorry, 
honey," he said. " I didn't really mean 
all those nasty things I said about your 
family. In fact, i f you want to know the 
honest truth, I like your mother-in-law 
much better than I do mine." 

One partner in an interfaith 
marriage calls herself lucky, 

because her family lives in a very 
mixed town i n Long Island. She 
describes how the neighbors across 
the street are also interfaith, the wife 
Jewish, the husband Italian Catholic. 
In fact, her town is called 
Massapequa, but it's often referred 
to as Matza-Pizza. 

Jokes about interfaith families, and 
about interactions between clergy of 
different faiths, abound. Here are 
some of the cleanest and most 
enjoyable. 

A helpful Jewish husband i n 
an interfaith family had to 

do some errands before work one 
morning, and he offered to br ing 
home a sandwhich for his very 
pregnant wife's lunch. He asked her 
what she wanted. "Well, it's the first 
Friday in Lent, I really should get 
a tuna sub, but what the heck, I ' m 
going Jewish, so I shouldn't wor ry 
about that. Get me a ham and 
cheese." 
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A rabbi and a priest were discuss
ing the differences between the 

O l d and New Testaments. I t was the 
priest's contention that the New 
Testament gave more proof o f Divine 
cooperation because o f all its 
purported miracles. 

"Remember," argued the priest, "our 
Lord walked on water, he raised the 
dead, he fed hundreds of people wi th a 
few loaves of bread and some little 
fishes, he changed water into wine, and 
he ascended bodily into Heaven." 

"So what does that prove?" insisted 
the rabbi. "The Old Testament 
includes such miracles as parting the 
Red Sea, making the sun stand stil l , 
Moses ascending bodily to M t . Sinai 
to talk personally w i t h God and to 
receive the Decalogue from the very 
hands o f the Almighty." _ 

The priest nodded. " I believe in those 
miracles, too," he acknowledged. "But 
be honest about i t—do you really 

th ink your miracles have as much 
substance as ours?" 

The rabbi glared at h im . "What's the 
matter w i t h you?" he snapped. "Can't 
you distinguish between fact and 
fiction?" 

Little boy, raised in an interfaith 
family, asks members o f his 

extended family at a holiday party: 
"Are you Jewish or Christmas?" 

The car o f Rabbi Golden was 
stopped at the traffic light, 

wait ing for the red to change to 
green, when the coupe driven by 
Father Mitchel l crashed into h im . 

At once, traffic cop Kelly hastened 
over. "Well now. Father. . . . H o w fast 
would you say the good rabbi was 
going when he backed into you?" 

A humorous sign in the elevator 
at the Kennedy Center, dur ing 

the extremely busy Christmas 
rehearsal season: 'Roses are reddish. 
Violets are bluish. At this t ime of 
year, I 'd rather be Jewish.' 

o 'nee an old Jew from Salonika 
Said, "For Christmas I 'd like a 

harmonica." 
His wife, to annoy h i m , 
Said "Feh, that's for goyim," 
A n d got h i m a Jew's harp for : . 

Chanukah. ^ • 
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Serious Reflections on 
Laughter and Religion 
Holy Laughter, M. Conrad Hyers, ed. 
(New York: The Seabury Press, 1969). 

To the pur i t an i sm of the pious 
imagina t ion , i t is unthinkable 

that the Christ or the Buddha 
should have stooped to the vulgar 
level o f openly displaying the teeth 
i n a jov ia l g r in , or o f emi t t ing even 
modest chuckles o f amusement, let 
alone.. . doub l ing over i n laughter, 
tearful hysteria, convulsions, and 
the like. The humani ty o f Jesus, 
however, or o f Gautama, points to 
a larger understanding o f man and 
the sacred.... 

[ I ] n a very real sense, human 
existence as such may be defined as a 
runn ing interplay between serious
ness and laughter, between sacred 
concerns and comic interludes... . 

Comedy i n fact plays w i t h bo th the 
categories o f reason and i r ra t iona l 
ity, o f order and chaos, o f meaning 
and meaninglessness, and i n so 
doing opens up the playfulness 
at the heart o f reality itself—the 
playfulness wh ich characterizes 
bo th Creator and creation alike. 

The Comic Vision and the 
Christian Faith, Conrad Hyers 
(New York: Pilgrim Press, 1981). 

R el igion arises out o f a p ro
found sense o f the mystery 

o f existence—the mystery o f 
existence as such and the mystery 
o f every existing t h ing . . . . 

Such a sense o f mystery is, 
however, no t darkness bu t l ight , 
not a burden but a joy . . . .One is 
free to be ful ly and s imply human. 
I n that freedom, no th ing is ever 
completely closed off, f inished, 
wrapped up, sealed. The adventure 

always remains, the search con t in 
ues unending, the secret is inex
haustible. One is t ru ly free to laugh 
before that Mystery o f Mysteries 
which forever eludes and surprises 
us and which can overwhelm us even 
in the most obvious, taken-for-
granted, and therefore presumably 
wel l -known regions of our experi
ence. Here even a mouse, as Walt 
W h i t m a n put i t , "is miracle enough 
to stagger sextillions ot infidels." 

Holy Humor: Inspirational Wit 
& Cartoons, Cal & Rose Samra 
(Portage, MI: Fellowship of Merry 
Christians, Inc., 1996; to order, call 
800-877-2757). Overflowing with 
clean jokes, uplifting anecdotes, one-
liners, church bulletin bloopers, and 
over 120 cartoons, this volume is an 
enjoyable compilation of the best of 
The Joyful Noiseletter's first ten years. 

Holy humor is clearly an ally of 
clergy, health professionals, and 

lay people in the battle against human 
suffering, depression, and illness, and it 
should be taken seriously. Holy humor 
is also a powerful peace-makrng and 
bridge-building tool that can be used 
to defuse anger and hatred, reduce 
tensions, and resolve conflict. 

I t has always intrigued us that 
the word "humor" and the word 
"humi l i ty" both have the same 
root, deriving from the Latin word 
"/iMmws,"meaning "of the earth." 
H u m o r reminds us o f our fragility, 
our earthiness, our dustiness, our 
propensity to mess things up even 
when we have the best o f intentions, 
our powerlessness apart from God. 
Humor shows each of us how far 
we have fallen short o f the glory 
of God. 

It's not that we don't take religion 
seriously; it's ourselves we don't 
take seriously. Here are some 
excerpts from works by people 
who've thought gravely on the -
subject of humor. 

And a Serious Snippet... 
Joel Wells, Catholic .satirist: 
"When it comes to religion, 
anything that attempts to be even 
mi ld ly amusing threatens closed 
minds. . . . The veil o f the sacred 
seems to cover everything associated 
wi th religion, and that veil shelters all 
manner o f pomposities, absurdities, 
and just plain baloney—aU of which 
are legitimate targets for humor." 
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Interfaith couples know, perhaps 
better than any other, that a sense 
of humor helps immeasurably when 
wedding bells are ringing. Here are 
a few glimpses into laughable 
wedding situations. To start off, a 
silly definition: Marriage is God's 
way for people not to have to fight 
with total strangers. 

Interfaith 
Wedding Humor 
Real Comments from 
Real Parents 
These two stories are shared by Rabbi 
Allen Seeker of Chicago, Illinois 

The Christian mother o f a bride 
about to intermarry called the 

rabbi who would be co-officiating 
at the wedding. As she introduced 
herself, she tr ied hard to convey her 
enthusiasm about the plans for the 
wedding ceremony. "We're very 
excited about this interfaith wed
ding," she began. As she described 
her understanding o f the arrange
ment o f the wedding party, she 
gushed that she was telling all her 
friends, "We're going to have a 
sherpa!" _ 

The rabbi t r ied to keep a straight 
face as he answered, "You mean a 
litterbearer f rom the Himalayas? 
The bride and groom w i l l be carried 
in on a litter? I th ink maybe you 
mean 'chuppah.'" 

"Yes, yes," the m o m blushed, and 
continued, "And I ' m really eager, 
too, to see that cute thing where 
they throw dishes at each other." 

A rabbi was to be the sole 
officiant at the wedding o f a 

Catholic bride and a Jewish groom. 
O n the wishes o f the groom, the 
bride's parents were asked to stand 
by the chuppah during the ceremony. 
I t was clear to the rabbi that the 
bride's father, who had the map of 
Ireland all over his face, was quite 
nervous about his role i n the 
wedding ceremony. The rabbi d id his 
best to make the event comfortable 
and enjoyable for all the participants, 
w i t h thoughtful comments and 
careful explanations throughout 

the beautiful ceremony. When 
the wedding was over, the Catholic 
father, obviously relieved, ap
proached the rabbi and gave h i m 
a huge bear hug. "Rabbi," he said 
w i t h gusto, "You make one hell 
o f a priest!" 

Wedding with a Twist 
From Celebrating Our Differences: 
Living Two Faiths in One Marriage, 
some wedding memories from Dr. S. 
Ned Rosenbaum: 

•
have often been asked by students 

to provide a lewish presence at a 
mixed marriage.... [Once] I d id 
participate—along w i t h a Catholic 
priest. The groom, an art historian, 
had a strong lewish identity: his 
father was president o f their syna
gogue. The bride, a biologist, was 
from a devout Catholic family only 
a generation removed from Spain. 
Neither family was particularly 
happy about the wedding. . . . 

The priest and I were asked to 
minimize the religious content o f 
our remarks so that we wouldn' t 
discomfit either side. 

When my tu rn came to speak, I 
looked at them and said, "You two 
represent the coming together o f two 
ancient and honorable traditions . . . " 
I paused, feeling the tension grow in 
the congregation, and finished the 
sentence,"... Science and Art ." It's 
the only t ime I've t r ied to get 
laughs at a wedding ceremony, and 
I succeeded. The tension was 
broken. 7^: 
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Interfaith 
Clergy Humor 
According to the Big Book of Jewish 
Humor (see p. 10 of this issue for 
more information), jokes about 
ministers, priests and rabbis reflect 
the "recent American tendency toward 
ecumen-ism, and the public ascen
dancy of Judaism to the trinity of 
American religions." 

A priest, a Presbyterian minister, 
and a rabbi had become friends 

through the local ministerial alliance. 
One Monday they all took a holiday 
and went up to the minister's 
vacation cabin to go fishing. Taking 
the rowboat they went about 50 
yards out onto the lake and put out 
their lines. 

After a bi t the priest said, "Hey guys, 
I ' m a bit thirsty. Care for a beer?" 
When both assented, he stood up, 
stepped over the side o f the boat, and 
walked across the water to the shore, 
got some beer from the cabin, and 
returned in the same manner. The 
minister didn't react, but the rabbi 
was flabbergasted, though he didn't 
say anything. 

A bi t later the minister, who had put 
away a couple o f cans o f beer, said, 
"Excuse me, guys; this stuff goes 
r ight through me!" and, standing up 
and stepping over the side o f the 
boat, walked across the water to the 
outhouse behind the cabin. The 
rabbi was even more astounded. 

Finally he could stand i t no longer. 
"I've got to get some more sunscreen 
or I ' m toast!" he said, and stepped 
out o f the boat. He instantly sank 
over his head. 

As he came up spluttering, the 
minister said, "Gee, we should have 
shown h i m the rocks!" 

The priest replied, "What rocks?" 

A small coastal town in South 
eastern Florida was in a crisis: A 

huge tidal wave was heading its way. 
In only three days the town would be 
inundated by fourteen feet o f water. 

The mayor assembled the town's 
religious leaders for help. The 
Baptists proposed to have a three-day 
revival to br ing everyone back to 
lesus and to pray that God would 
tu rn back the mighty wall o f water. 

The Presbyterians formed a taskforce 
to study the situation, elected a 
chairman and adopted some bylaws. 

A n d the lews gathered in the 
synagogue to figure out how they're 
going to survive under fourteen feet 
o f water. 

mm 
Internet Humor 
The Internet is a vast source of jokes 
and quips that will make interfaith 
couples chuckle. Check out the following: 

• Jewish Communication Network's 
Top 12 Lists. Check out the "Top 12 
Plagues that Didn't Make the Cut" and 
"Top 12 Reasons We Like Hanukkah." 
http://www.jcn18.coni/top12.htin 

• Ecuiaugh. "Good, Clean, Religious 
Humor" submitted by Net surfers. 
http://pcusa.org/ecunet/eculaugh/ 
laugh 

• Religious Humor on the Net. A 
comprehensive listing of written humor 
and cartoons available over the Internet, 
including Bumper Sticker Humor, Church 
Bulletin Bloopers, and Why God Never 
Received Tenure at Any University. 
http://osiris.colorado.edu/ 
~brumbaug/CHURCH/RES/MISC/ 
humor.html 

Meet Dovetail's 
Editorial Advisory Board 

/n tongue-in-cheek response to 
inquiries from our readers, we're 
introducing a very different member 
of our advisory team in this issue 
of Dovetail. 

The Very Reverend 
Rabbi Patrick Cohn 

Rabbi/Father Cohn, whose preferred 
title is "Ra-ther," is spiritual director, 
producer, and star of super-
congregation Meganjo Beth Ami, 
formerly the Church of St. 
Anesthesia. 

His undergraduate degree is from the 
Bob Finklestein School of 
Assimilation and Syncretism; he 
received his ChD in Nearly Eastern 
and Jewish-Style Studies from 
Brandex University. His book, Jesus 
of Nazareth: Messiah or 
iVIeshuggah?has been called "deep" 
f'Peop/e magazine). 

Ra-ther Cohn's copyrighted interfaith 
marriage ceremony includes 
aromatherapy, crystals, the ritual 
sacrifice of a small toad, and forcing 
five people to eat 7,000 loaves and 
fishes. 
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For your laughing pleasure, here are 

a few more choice morsels, gleaned 

from some very funny folks. Enjoy! 

Not-So-Serious Reflections 
on Laughter and Religion 
From The Big Book of Jewish Humor, 
William Novak & Moshe Waldoks, 
eds. (New York: Harper & Row, 
Publishers, 1981) 

Comedian Lenny Bruce: * • ; : r 

I f you live i n New York or any . 
other b ig city, you are Jewish. 

I t doesn't matter even i f you're 
Catholic; i f you live i n New York, 
you're Jewish. I f you live i n Butte, 
Montana, you're going to be goyish 
even i f you're Jewish. 

K o o l - A i d is goyish. Evaporated 
m i l k is goyish even i f the Jews 
invented i t . Chocolate is Jewish 
and fudge is goyish. Fru i t salad is 
Jewish. Lime je l lo is goyish. Lime 
soda is very goyish. . . . 

Celebrate is a goyish w o r d . 
Observe is a Jewish w o r d . M r . and 
M r s . Walsh are celebrating Christ
mas w i t h Major Thomas More land , 
USAF (ret .) , whi le M r . and Mrs . 
Bromberg observed Hanukkah w i t h 
Goldie and A r t h u r Schindler f rom 
Kiamesha, New York. 

From Dr. Robert A. Alper: Rabbi/ 
Stand-Up Comic (Really). Audiotape 
© 1992 by The Goodman Bertrand 
Company (to order call 802-362-4464). 
Bob Alper bills himself as the only 
practicing clergyman doing stand-up 
comedy... intentionally, that is. 

A Jewish man had a daughter 
who was the apple o f his eye. 

What she wanted when she gradu
ated f rom h igh school was to go to 
the Universi ty o f Oklahoma and 
study Native American lore. About 
this idea he had, pardon the 
expression, reservations. What he 
feared most happened. D u r i n g her 
senior year, she wrote h i m a letter: 

"Dear Dad, I've met the most -
wonderful man, and we're going 
to be marr ied . He's a Native 
American." The father was crushed, 
crestfallen. He cut of f the relat ion
ship, he no longer had a daughter. 
But about four years later, she 
wrote h i m again: "Dear Dad, I 
miss you terr ibly. I want to see 
you again. I want to re-establish 
our relationship, and I want you 
to know we've had a ch i ld , and 
we've given h i m a Jewish name." 
Wel l , the father's heart melted. 
He got on the next plane and flew 
directly to N o r m a n , Oklahoma. 
He got o f f the plane and there was 
his daughter, her handsome 
husband, and this beautiful baby 
wrapped i n a blanket. They hugged, 
they kissed, they wept and they 
embraced. Finally the daughter 
said, "Here he is. Pop, your new 
grandson. Whi t e Fish." 

D ad, Mom—I'm engaged! 

But I have to warn you, 

she's, well, she's not one of us. 

She has different beliefs." 

"Well, Son, you know we 

only want you to be happy. But 

marriage is very serious, and 

you shouldn't rush into a situa

tion like this. Just what exactly 

are her beliefs?" 

"Uh, she's Jewish." 

"Jewish! Is that all? I was 

afraid you were going to say 

she was a Democrat!" 
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From several sources on the Internet: 

Hebonics 
In an effort to be politically correct and sensitive to ethnic differences in learning 
styles, the Encino School Board has declared Jewish English a second language. 
Backers o f the move say the district is the first i n the nation to recognize 
Hebonics as the language o f many American Jews. 

Here are some descriptions o f the characteristics o f the language, as well 
as samples o f phrases i n both standard English and Hebonics. 

Samples of Pronunciation Characteristics 
• Hebonics hardens consonants at the ends of words. Thus, "hand" becomes "handt." 

• The letter "W" is always pronoimced as i f it were a "V". Thus "walking" becomes "valking." 

• "R" sounds are transformed to a guttural utterance vir tual ly impossible to spell 
i n English. I t is "ghraining" "alghready." 

Samples of Idiomatic Characteristics 
Questions are always answered w i t h questions: 

• Question: "How do you feel?" • Hebonics response: "How should I feel?" 

The subject is often placed at the end o f a sentence after a pronoun has been 
used at the beginning: 

• "She dances beautifully, that girl ." 

The sarcastic repetition of words by adding "shm" to the front o f the second 
word is used for emphasis: 

• "Mountains, shmountains" • "Turtle, shmurtle." 

Sample Usage Comparisons 
Standard English 

"He walks slow" 

"Sorry, I don't know the t ime" 

" I hope things t u r n out okay" 

"You're sexy" 

"Anything can happen" 

Hebonics 

"Like a fly i n the ointment he walks" 

"What do I look like, a clock?" 

"You should BE so lucky" 

(unknown concept) 

" I t is never so bad, i t can't get worse.' 

This is Not a Joke! 
Reserve the Date! 

April 3-5,1998 
The Dovetail Institute for Interfaith 

Family Resources Presents 

Interfaith Families 
in the 1990s: 
New Trends, 
New Voices 
Dicl<inson College, I 

Carlisle, PA 

A weekend conference featuring 
workshops, study groups, guided 

I worship services, and hands-on 
a experiences for dual-faith families. 
To be on the conference mailing list, 

=: make suggestions, or offer your 
services, call 800-530-1596. 
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Beyond Laughter: 
A Path to Spiritual Joy 

Finding Joy: A Practical Spiritual 
Guide to Happiness is available from 
major bookstores, or can be ordered 
directly from Jewish Lights 
Publishing by calling 800-962-4544. 

This issue o f Dovetail focuses 
pr imar i ly on humor and how i t 

can enrich our lives. As we learn to 
laugh, we step closer to joyful l iv ing. 
Another helpful resource for put t ing 
joy into our lives is Finding Joy: 
A Practical Spiritual Guide to 
Happiness, by Dannel I . Schwartz 
(Woodstock, Vermont: Jewish Lights 
Pubhshing, 1996). " I n our society, 
happiness is elusive, but in great 
demand," begins the book, which 
provides "a step-by-step understand
ing o f how we make ourselves 
miserable and o f t ime-honored 
spiritual approaches for th inking 
and l iv ing that can extricate us from 
that less-than-desirable state." 
Schwartz bases his ideas on the study 
of Jewish mysticism, or Kabbalah. 
Practicioners o f Kabbalah, he writes 
in their support, "wanted to convince 
utterly rational people that the wor ld 
is filled w i t h mystery and utterly 
irrational events." 

The Jewish mystical t radi t ion, writes 
Schwartz, "is centered on the belief 
that w i t h a spiritual focus, joy is 
possible and greater appreciation o f 
the wor ld is achievable, no matter 
what our problems or pain may be." 
Schwartz believes that i f all of us 
concentrate on the positive aspects 
and positive emotions o f our lives, 
we can create happiness that w i l l 
help us deal wi th—and retain 
perspective about—the more 
difficult situations we encounter. 
" I t is crucial, mystics say, to realize 
that the sharpest stones beheath our 
bare feet can be diamonds, i f we just 
recognized them as such." 

Finding Joy encourages its readers 
to write down what brings them joy 
and happiness, to th ink carefully 
about these things, and to come up 

w i t h a plan for including these things 
in daily life as much as possible. As 
you pay attention to your plan or 
"road map," you w i l l be sensitized to 
the opportunities around you. By 
weaving joyous moments into your 
everyday life, Schwartz suggests, you 
w i l l experience a spiritual happiness 
that w i l l flow from you to affect the 
lives o f others as well . For happiness, 
as Schwartz understands i t , can only 
happen when you "bu i ld a structure 
of kindness" i n your life, so that 
others feel charity and understanding 
from you. 

Each chapter concludes w i t h "Exer
cises for the Soul," which concisely 
list things the reader can do to br ing 
h i m - or herself closer to a spiritual 
happiness. These simple exercises 
range from sitting alone i n a quiet 
place for twenty minutes at the end 
of the day, reflecting on the good 
things that happened dur ing the day, 
to asking two people close to you to 
identify what they see as the ob
stacles in the way of your happiness. 

Rabbi Schwartz, who is spiritual 
leader o f Temple Shir Shalom i n 
West Bloomfield, Michigan, is well 
known for his ability to motivate and 
inspire, and speaks widely on the 
subjects o f spirituality, intermarriage 
strategies, and modern Jewish 
philosophy. He surmises that "many 
of us move so fast that we have to 
stop and give our souls a chance to 
catch up to where we are. Whether 
by meditation, prayer, reciting a 
mantra, or just quietly walking in the 
woods, stopping ourselves is part o f 
what we need to get ourselves in 
spiritual sync." 

Take a minute to stop and smile, p 
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Serious 
Foolery 

This dessert w i l l fool your family 
on three levels. 

First, when you serve it : i t looks like 
a pan o f plain brownies. But then 
you dig into i t — I use a big serving 
spoon—and reveal a luscious, gooey 
fudge sauce underneath. Actually, 
this aspect is a double fool. I t looks 
like two components you've had to 
make. But like the lady in the Rice 
Krispy squares commercial, you've 
only assembled one simple recipe 
to produce this result. 

The second thing you ' l l be put t ing 
over on them is the illusion o f a 
decadent, sinfully rich indulgence. 
You have the last laugh, though. 
Each serving actually has less than 
a teaspoon o f fat i n i t . 

The final jape is that this recipe 
contains no m i l k products. This is 
useful i f you keep kosher and are 
always looking for non-dairy desserts 
to serve after a meat meal. I t also 
comes in handy i f someone i n the 
group is lactose-intolerant (a 
condit ion people o f Eastern Euro
pean Jewish descent are more prone 
to than most of the populat ion). 

So throw this together in ten m i n 
utes, fool your family, and enjoy 
the compliments. 

Triple Fool's Cake 
Preheat oven to 350°; grease 8" 
square pan. 

First stage: 

3/4 c. sugar 
/ c. flour 
2 tsp. baking powder 
1/8 tsp. salt 
1 oz. unsweetened baking 
chocolate 
2 Tb. non-dairy margarine 

1/2 c. non-fat, non-dairy creamer 
1 tsp. vanilla extract 

Melt chocolate and margarine 
together; mix w i t h creamer and 
vanilla. Combine d ry ingredients and 
add to chocolate mixture. Pour into 
prepared pan. 

Second stage: 

Combine ( I use the same bowl) : 

1/2 c. brown sugar 
1/2 c. white sugar 
4 Tb. cocoa 
1 c. coffee 

Carefully pour this mixture over 
the surface o f the batter i n the pan 
Bake about 30 minutes. 

The l iqu id w i l l gradually filter 
through the heavier batter, picking 
up thickness and flavor. When it's 
done, the surface wiU be firm and 
crusty, but when you press i t w i t h 
your finger you w i l l be able to feel i 
"give" against the sauce underneath. 
I f i t feels too squishy, lower the heat 
and bake some more. 

Note: i f you double this recipe, allow 
up to an hour and bake at 325°. 

Serve warm w i t h non-dairy topping 
o r to fu t t i . 
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Water, Water 
Everywhere 

If "Apri l showers br ing May 
flowers," then what does "God's 
Water" bring? Water is a basic 

symbol o f both Jewish and Christian 
traditions. From the mikvah to 
baptisms, f rom Eden to the Flood, 
water fills our ancient stories as a 
bearer o f renewed life and a symbol 
of God's spirit and many gifts. Since 
it is also used in our life every day, 
your family could have some fun 
exploring its significance. 

Step One: Keep A "Water Log." Put 
up a big sheet o f poster paper split 
into two columns: "We used water 
fo r . . . " and "So that . . ." The second 
column should focus on the pur
poses o f water: urge the children to 
new levels o f meaning. For at least 
five days, have them jo t down every 
time one o f the family uses water and 
what benefits came of its use. 

is o f Moses striking the rock for 
water at Massah and Meribah 
(meaning "grumbUng and complain
ing"). In the second story, Jesus tells 
of " l iv ing (running) water" to the 
Samarian Woman at the Well . 

Step Five: Word Play. Teach how the 
Hebrew word for blessing (bracha) 
comes from "bending the knees" 
(berekh). This may relate to bending 
for water at the oasis and giving 
thanks. Pronounce the Hebrew word 
which opens most prayers: Baruch 
(blessed). The tongue and throat can 
feel how similar the words are. Play 
going to an oasis, thirsti ly sipping 
water, then saying a blessing. 

Step Six: God's Love Can Fi l l Hearts. 
Look back at your Water Log. 
Remember how that dry wor ld could 
do so many destructive things? Well, 
a wor ld wi thout God's Love and Law 
could, too. When we remember 
God's Love and Law, we choose 
actions filled w i th love. How would 
hearts feel i f we d id not have God, 
our hearts' water? What kinds o f 
actions would result wi thout God? 

Step Seven: Make a "Mi tzvo t for 
Metanoia" chart. Mitzvot are acts o f 
goodness and kindness. Metanoia is 
a change o f heart for the better. Keep 
a record o f such acts and how they 
make your child's heart feel better. 

Step Eight: Family Reconciliation. 
Cut d ry sponges in to strips. O n the 
table, place l i t candles and a large 
bowl o f water. Have everyone wr i te 
things they have done recently that 
made their hearts feel empty, dry, 
g rumbl ing and compla in ing , so to 
speak. Respond w i t h : "But now I 
reach in to God's Wel l o f Love. That 
w i l l make my heart swell." D i p the 
sponges in the water t i l l they're 
fu l l . 7": 

Share your family's "plunges" 
into this vibrant symbol with 
columnist Patty Kovacs at 
kovacs@interaccess. com. 

Editor's note: We've received many 
entries in our Kid's Seder Plate 
contest, and will be showcasing 
them in our June/July 1997 issue. 

Step Two: Reflection on the Water. 
Take some t ime around the table to 
reflect on the Water Log. Ask what 
would have happened i f there had 
been no water for them to use (e.g. 
"plants would die," "bodies would 
feel unkempt and thirsty," etc.). 

Step Three: Take Me To The Desert/ 
Take Me To The River. Show them 
pictures o f desert Hfe. Show or teU 
them about an oasis. How would i t 
feel to journey for a long time in the 
desert? How would i t feel to come to 
an oasis? O n a map of Israel, look at 
the important bodies o f water: the 
Red Sea, the River Jordan, the Sea o f 
Galilee. Talk about how rain falls 
abundantly only in the winter; those 
waters revive seeds dormant i 
seemingly barren lands. 

Step Four: The Bible's Desert 
Journeys. Read two scripture stories 
of journeys i n the desert. Exodus 17: 
1-7 and John 4: 5-42. The first story 
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Fools Waltz in Where Angels 
Fear to Tango 

Julius Caesar, worn out f rom 
rol l ing around carpets w i t h 
Cleopatra, was not too Idle 

in March to notice that the calendar 
had slipped by three months or so. 
They had term hmits in those days, 
you see, but the lengths o f the terms 
could change i f you changed the 
length o f the month; clever people, 
those Romans. 

Poor lulius got his term l imi ted 
a l i t t le more abruptly, however, a 
couple o f years later. Cassius, feeling 
cranky from too much dieting, 
assembled Da Boys and stabbed 
Caesar right i n the equinox. So he 
never made i t to A p r i l First, when all 
the fools were still celebrating the 
O l d New Year that started March 25. 

Goyish 
I t was some celebration, too: lasted 
for another mi l l enn ium and a half, 
by which t ime the calendar was 
around ten days in arrears again. 
Pope Gregory, determined to rectify 
this painful situation, declared a new 
calendar w i t h a year that started on 
January 1. 

But a lo t o f dunces (people who still 
followed Duns Scotus and the old 
medieval curr iculum—the original 
"3 R's"—instead of the fancy new 
plan wi th frills like History and 
Social Studies) said, "This Gregory 
was a lavsryer before he was pope, 
after all. Let's k i l l the calendar." 
However, after the Reformation 
the dunces got left i n corners, 
where everyone made fun o f 
them on A p r i l First. 

O f course, the Eastern Orthodox 
churches had already split up w i t h 
the West because they couldn't get 
a date for Easter. 

A n d we still have a problem w i t h 
May Day: does i t belong to Mary or 
to loseph the Worker? Those pesky 
Russians again. 

M'aidez, m'aidez, we're about to 
crash. 

Jewish 
Meanwhile, the Jews were laughing 
up their sleeves at these gentile 
antics. Whenever the Jewish calendar 
gets loony, they simply do a mon th 
over again. They should laugh: the 
Jewish t radi t ion involves four new 
year's days. But wherever A p r i l First 
falls on the Jewish calendar (this year 
it's the 23rd o f Adar, not a particu
larly distinguished date), they are 
typically too busy w i t h Passover 
cleaning to wor ry about playing 
jokes on anybody. 

Traditional Jews need so much 
energy to get ready for Passover, and 
then to celebrate i t , that they don't 
even have time to get to the barber. 
This hairy situation can be addressed 
on LaG b'Omer, usually. But that falls 
on May 24-25 this year, smack dab in 
the middle o f Memoria l Day week
end (observed, not actual—which 
brings in another calendar, the 
American civil one: go figure) so the 
barbershop w i l l be closed. That 
leaves only l ight ing bonfires and 
shooting arrows to do on LaG 
b'Omer. Or i f you're really bored, 
you can get married. 

Just Plain Foolish 
Don' t ask me why. Fools give you 
reasons: wise columnists never try. P 
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Biblical Quiz 
The following are answers given by students from 
Williamston Presbyterian Church, South Carolina, 
to test questions on the Bible as printed in the . 
12/31/95 issue of National Review 

• The first book of the Bible is Guinessis, 
in which Adam and Eve were created 
from an apple tree. 

• Noah's wife was called Joan of Ark. 

• Lot's wife was a pillar of salt by day 
and a ball of fire by night 

• Samson slayed the Philistines with the 
axe of the apostles. 

• Unleavened bread is bread made without 
ingredients. 

• Moses went to the top of Mt. Cyanide to 
get the 10 commandments. 

• The seventh commandment is "thou shalt 
not admit adultery." 

• Joshua led the Hebrews in the battle 
of Geritol. 

• David fought with the Finkelsteins, a race 
of people who lived in Biblical times. 

• Solomon had 300 wives and 700 porcupines. 

• Jesus was born because Mary had an 
immaculate contraption. 

• The people who followed Jesus was called 
the12decibles. 

• The epistles were the wives of the apostles. 

• One of the opposums was St. Matthew. 

• Paul preached holy acrimony which is 
another name for marriage. 

• A Christian should have only one wife. 
This is called monotony 

Here are a couple more from Dovetail Advisory 
Board member and college religion professor 
Stanley Ned Rosenbaum: 

• Babies who die unbaptized have to 
spend eternity in Lingo. 

• Dietrich Bonhoeffer was executed for his 
part in the assignation attempt on Hitler 

Letters to 
the Editor 
I found the last issue of Dovetail, 
"Clergy Speak Out...," especially thought-
provoking. I appreciate the compassion 
and respect shown by those who feel 
moved to work with interfaith couples. 
At the same time, I'm reminded that just 
because one is ordained doesn't mean that 
person is free of bias or giant leaps in logic. 
There were many points 1 could challenge, 
but I will focus on just a few: 

1) Harding says "assimilation...promotes 
making your own religion to fit your own 
circumstance. The Biblical name for this 
is idolatry." I don't think sol! Idolatry has 
to do with God, not religion. Unfortunately 
in many interfaith discussions, religion 
becomes a god in itself, instead of a way 
to God. That is idolatry! 

In his imaginary conversation, he also 
implied a giant indictment by his 
statement, "...so many of my faith have 
stolen (during the Holocaust) so many of 
the children of Israel." I recall Esther Perel 
(a couples and family therapist from New 
York who spoke to a local interfaith 
gathering) warning against equating what 
people did during the Holocaust out of 
hate with what couples are doing today 
out of love. They are NOT the same thing 
and don't deserve to be compared. 

2) Connors suggests that raising one child 
in one faith and another child in another 
makes for a divided family. Since when 
does diversity necessarily mean divisioti? 
In my own family where we celebrate both 
traditions, one child has gravitated toward 
Catholicism and the other toward ludaism, 
but we don't feel divided. Our unity comes 
from our mutual respect. 

He also says that "couple(s) invent new 
religions of their own. They don't realize 
what they're doing, but they do it." Why 
is it that when clergy don't understand 
what we're doing, they assume we don't 
know what we're doing? I find interfaith 
couples to be very thoughtful, discerning 
and deliberate. We may be in uncharted 
territory, but we certainly are aware of the 
steps we're taking, even if we're not always 
sure where they will lead us. 

3) Hammerman says we have to "solve 
the problems that lead to intermarriage." 
I really don't appreciate the innuendo that 
our marriage is the result of an aberration. 
I feel God, the Divine Lover found in 
Wisdom and in lohn, brought us and other 
interfaith couples together And there's a 
reason for it...even if our traditions aren't 
comfortable with it! As one rabbi (who will 
remain unnamed for obvious reasons) 
said, "It's people like you who push the rest 
of us to move forward." 

4) Finally, regarding Rabbi Mason's Letter 
to the Editor: To amend his statement 
"Unitarians fall for everything and stand 
for nothing" to "We affirm everything and 
confirm nothing except the right of every 
individual's beliefs to be affirmed" still 
sounds like a frontal attack. I would suggest 
this sounds much more respectful: "We 
affirm everything, including the right of 
every individual's beliefs to be affirmed." 

I look forward to the day when clergy 
STOP speaking down to us when we knock 
on their doors or speaking about us when 
they have their conferences, but rather 
speak with us in openness, compassion, 
humility, and respect. 

Nancy Nutting Cohen 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 

HOW TO ORDER 
D O V E T A I L : 

To place a credit card 
order for your own or a 
gift subscription to Dovetail, 
please call 800-222-0070. 
To order by mail, send 
your check for $24.99, 
made payable to Dovetail 
Publishing, to: 

Dovetail Publishing 
RO. Box 19945 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49019. 

(Ml residents please add 
6% sales tax.) Thank you 
for your order. 
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Reader Survey IV: 
Affiliations 
Note: This survey will help Dovetail gear 
future articles to the needs and interests of 
our readers. Please take a few minutes to 
answer the following questions, and mail 
your responses using this postage-paid self-
mailer. Or fax your completed survey to 
(616) 342-1012. You are welcome to attach 
additional sheets with your comments. 

Name of person completing survey (your 
name is confidential and will not be shared 
with any individual or institution): 

Address: 

Phone: 

Year of Birth: 

Gender: • Male • Female 

I am (or have been) a partner in an interfaith 
relationship. • Yes • No 

May Dovetail contact you about your 
comments here? DYes • N o 

Family Status 

1 and my partner are currently: 
G married 
• engaged to be married 
• living together 
• living independently 
O separated 
O divorced 
D does not apply 

My childhood religious background: 

My partner's childhood religious background: 

My current religious identity; 

My partner's current religious identity; 

My primary ethnic identification; 

My partner's primary ethnic identification: 

Do you currently have children? 
• Yes ONo 

If yes, How many? Ages? 

Your children's religious identity: 

Your children's religious education: 

If adult, your children's religious affiliation: 

My Religious Activities 

I currently attend services at a church: 
• regularly : 
• often 
• from time to time , , 
• seldom _ , _,.: . .f. 
• never ' ' ' ^ ~ - ^ ' 

I currently attend services at a synagogue: 
• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never - '', 

Compared to my childhood, I now attend 
services at a church: 

• more often . ; 
• less often . - , 
• about the same as I used to. ' ~ . 

Compared to my childhood, I attend services 
at a synagogue: 

• more often . ' • . - , 
• less often 
• about the same as I used to. ; 

I attend another religious institution (either 
not solely Jewish or Christian or neither 
Jewish nor Christian): 

• regularly . > 
• often . , / - -, ;•-
n from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

Please specify; 

My Partner's Religious Activities 

My partner currently attends services at a 
church: 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

My partner currently attends services at a 
synagogue: 

• regularly 
• often - •' 
• from time to time 
• seldom ..- ' 
• never . ' • 

Compared to her/his childhood, my partner 
attends services at a church: 

• more often 
• less often 
• about the same as s/he used to. 

Compared to her/his childhood, my partner 
attends services at a synagogue: 

, • more often 
• less often 
• about the same as s/he used to. 

My partner attends another religious 
institution (either not solely Jewish or 
Christian or neither Jewish nor Christian): 

• regularly 
• often 

- . • from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

Please specify: 

• My Children's Religious Activities 
My child(ren) currently attend services at a church; 

• regularly 
• often 

. • • . • from time to time 
. ' . ' •seldom 
. - • • never 

My child(ren) currently attend services at a 
synagogue; 

• - . r , - • regularly 
• often ^ '-'^ 

' • " , . • from time to time 
. ' O seldom 

.- : • never 

': My child(ren) currently receive rehgious _ > 
education from a Christian institution. 

• Yes a N o 

My child(ren) currently receive religious , _ 
education from a Jewish institution. 

• Yes • N o 

' Ifaduh(s), my child(ren) currently attend 
services at church: 

• more often 
• less often 
• about the same as he/she/they used to. 

If adult(s), my child(ren) currently attend 
services at a synagogue: , . . . , 

• more often " -' 
• less often 
• about the same as he/she/they used to. 
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My child(ren) currently attend another 
religious institution (either not solely Jewish 
or Christian or neither Jewish nor Christian): 

• regularly 
• often 
O from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

Please specify: 

Religious Donations 

I make donations of my time to a church: 
• regularly 
• often ' 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

I make donations of my time to a synagogue: 
• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

I make donations of money to a church: 
• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

I make donations of money to a synagogue: 
• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

I make donations of my time to another 
religious institution (either not solely Jewish 
or Christian or neither Jewish nor Christian): 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

Please specify: 

I make donations of money to another 
religious institution (either not solely Jewish 
or Christian or neither Jewish nor Christian): 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time . .: 
• seldom ' 
• never 

Please specify: 

My partner makes donations of his/her time 
to a church: 

• regularly 
• often 1 -: 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

My partner makes donations of his/her time 
to a synagogue: 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

My partner makes donations of money to a 
church: 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

My partner makes donations of money to a 
synagogue: 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

(Fold along this line, then fold the top again 
to create a self-mailer Tape along bottom edge.) 

My partner makes donations of time to 
another religious institution (either not solely 
Jewish or Christian or neither Jewish nor 
Christian): 

• regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

Please specify: 

My partner makes donations of money to 
another religious institution (either not solely 
Jewish or Christian or neither Jewish nor 
Christian): 

O regularly 
• often 
• from time to time 
• seldom 
• never 

Please specify: 

Other ways that I express my religious 
identity are: 

Other ways that my partner expresses her/his 
religious identity are: 

Other ways that my child/children express 
his/her/their religious identity are: 

Please feel free to attach 
additional sheet(s) as necessary. 
Thanks very much for your time. 

This life is a test. It is only a test. 
Had this been your real life, you 
would have been given instructions 
on where to go and what to do. 
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Another Survey for Our Readers: 
God's Quality Management Questionnaire 

God would like to thank you for your 
belief and patronage. In order to better 

serve your needs, She asks that you take a few 
moments to answer the following questions. 

Please keep in mind that your responses 
will be kept completely confidential, and 
that you need not disclose your name or 
address unless you prefer a direct response 
to comments or suggestions. 

Please e-mail your completed form to 
<god@heaven.org>. 

1. How did you find out about God? 

Newspaper Torah 

Television Divine 
Word of Mouth Inspiration 

Bible Near Death 
Other Book Experience 

Other 
(specify) 

2. Are you currently using any other 
source of inspiration in addition to God? 
Please check all that apply. 

Tarot Lottery 

Horoscope Television 

Fortune Cookie Ann Landers 

Self-help books Sex 

Bio rhythms Alcohol/Drugs 

3. God employs a limited degree of Divine 
Intervention to preserve the balanced level 
of felt presence and blind faith. Which 
would you prefer (circle one)? 

a. More Divine Intervention. 

b. Less Divine Intervention. 

c. Current level of Divine Intervention 
is just right. 

d. Don't know. 

4. God also attempts to mamtain a 
balanced level of disasters and miracles. 
Please rate on a scale ot 1 to 5 (l=unsat-
isfactory, 5=excellent) Her handling of 
the following (circle one): 

a. Disasters (flood, famme, earthquake, 
war) 1 2 3 4 5 

b. Miracles (rescues, spontaneous 
remission of disease, sports upsets) 
1 2 3 4 5 

5. Do you have any additional com- -
ments or suggestions for improving 
the quality of God's services? (Attach 
an additional sheet i f necessary.) 

(From an unattributed source 
on the Internet) 

Resources for Interfaith Families 
from Dovetail Publishing 

Bubbe & Gram: 
My Two 
Grandmothers. 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst, 
illustrated by 
Jane K. Bynum. 
0-9651284-2-3. 
Hardcover, full color, 
32 pp. $12.95. 

A warm, supportive book for children in 
interfaith families and their grandmothers. 
A young child helps her two very different 
grandmothers—one Jewish, one Christian— 
celebrate religious rituals, learning in the 
process that families can explore their 
diverse traditions in harmony and love. 

MNUKKAH 

Ai MY am 4 

Hanukkah and 
Christmas at 
IVIy House. 
written and 
illustrated by 
Susan Enid Gertz. 
0-9630934-0-1. 
Softcover, one color, 
32 pp. $6.95. 

This picture book for children is a joyful 
way to share time as a family this December 
A young girl tells how her mother and father 
grew up celebrating different winter 
holidays, conveying the message—in 
thoughtful words and charming illustra
tions—that families of all religions love 
their children and their traditions. 

Special Offer for Dovetail Subscribers: 
Order any 2 of these 3 resources and get a free Dovetail ceramic mug. 
Mention /W96 when you call to order 

To order, call 800-222-0070 today. 

interfaith 
Wedding 
Ceremonies: 
Samples and 
Sources 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst. 
0-9651284-1-5. 
Softcover, 
104 pp., $19.95. 

The only wedding book for the many 
Jewish/Christian couples who become 
engaged every year Contains a wide 
variety of meaningful and inclusive dual-
faith ceremonies, with ideas for readings 
and music and a comprehensive list of 
wedding resources. 

Shipping/handling: $3.50 for the first 
book ordered, and $1.00 for each 
additional book. Michigan residents: 
add 6% sales tax to book price total. 
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LEGAC^^.S& 
UneJor LOV 

We are committed topr6*?MG^Cspecial opportrmity for Interfaith Famili^to sJtare the Beauty and Legacy 
"which we think is another name for LOVE" - of the Land of Israel It is our goal to allow each individual 
and each individual family unit to experience the uniqueness of their heritage in an atmosphere of sharing, 
both of themselves and singularly. As a company we stand behind the behef in the a^J^ty of a trip to Israel 

As all our programs are custom made to your specific request, we would be pleased to discuss with you a 
program that incorporates not only your spiritual needs, but also includes the "fun" aspect for you, your 
children and Parents to enjoy the Israel experience to its fullest. With Israel as a back-drop the choice of 
activities are endless, from white water rafting on the Jordan, surfing with Dolphins in Eilat, climbing the 
Massada at sunrise, walking in the footsteps of Christ in the Galilee, eating grilled fish in old Jaffa to view
ing the Childrens Memorial at Yad Vashem. From mosa^js^Mn^^a^K,^rom desert sands to the Sea of 
Galilee, Israel is the world'^finest gem in miraature. • -?*j^p^v* * i 5' 

If you would like us to call you to discuss this idea in the comfort of your home 
please complete the details below and mail to us at OUR PRECIOUS LEGACY TOURS 

Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

Telephone No Best time to call 

4-97 

310 First Avenue • Needham, Massachusetts 02194 
1-800-874-4445 • E-Mail: legacy@travelin.com • Web-Site : http://www.legacy-tours.com 

A division oftite Interface Group 
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