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Enjoying Christmas and 
Hanukkah: Shining Through 
the Season of Stars 

Have you looked at your 
December calendar yet? If 
so, you've discovered that 

in 1997, Hanukkah begins on the 
evening of December 23. This means, 
of course, that on the next day dual-
faith families all over the country 
will be lighting the second candle in 
their menorahs, then setting off for 
Christmas Eve services, perhaps to 
light the final candle in the .Advent 
wreath. Maybe they will put dreidels 
and gelt (miniature tops and 
chocolate "coins") in the stockings 
hung by the chimney with care. 
They'll probably be giving an 
extraordinary number of gifts on 
Christmas Day, and maybe even 
including latkes (potato pancakes) 
as part of their Christmas dinner. 
Children will eagerly devour two 
different stories, one of Maccabees 
and miracles, and the other of the 
birth of a special infant whose life 
would profoundly affect the world. 

When, as this year, the two winter 
holidays overlap, families can see 
their December calendar as either a 
formidable chore to be survived, or 
a wonderful opportunity for growth 
and understanding. We would be 
naive if we failed to acknowledge the 
stress felt by all families, interfaith or 
same-faith, during the hustle and 
bustle of December. The combina
tion of family get-togethers, gift- j 
giving, special meals, extra religious? 
services, school programs, and office 
parties is enough to fill to overflow
ing the calendar of any family. 
Interfaith families in particular 
can lessen the holiday pressure 
by realizing that not all of their 

"December dilemmas" come from 
trying to balance two traditions. 

Yet in spite of the busyness, some
thing magical can happen in Decem
ber i f you let it. Look for the deepest 
meaning in each holiday, and see 
how both Christmas and Hanukkah 
hold a special message for all 
humanit\'. ̂ Vatch for the times 
when symbols coincide: the Ught 
that radiates from both the candles 
in the menorah and the lights on the 
Christmas tree, the freedom signified 
by both the \'ictory of the Maccabees 
and the birth of Jesus. These are two 
different hohdays, yes, but as inter
faith families, we are uniquely 
blessed with the opportunity to 
experience and share the vitality 
of both important messages. 

In the words of Judy Petsonk and 
Jim Remsen, authors of The Inter
marriage Handbook (New York: 
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William Morrow, 1988, out of print), 
"Holidays can be the jewels of family 
life—an opportunity to rise out of 
your workday routine and celebrate 
together, pass on values to your 
children, reaffirm connections with 
extended family, get a sense of 
precious memories. But instead, 
holidays are often the crucible, the 
most difficult test, for all your good 
resolutions about how you will live 
as an interfaith family. Because 
holidays are potentially so enriching 
to families, it's worth working 
through the heavy emotional issues 
to arrive at a holiday pattern that 
your family can really enjoy." 

No matter how you decide to 
celebrate Hanukkah and Christmas 
with your partner and children, keep 
these four key elements in mind: fun, 
food, festive decorations, and family 
togetherness. Make sure that you 
include all four of these elements 
in your celebrations. 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 
of communicat ion for interfaith couples, their 
parents and their children. No matter what their 
specific choices regarding faith in their home 
and chi ldren, the more interfaith families can 
share their ideas, experiences, resources, and 
support, the more they can make peace in their 
homes and communities. Jewish and Christian 
perspectives can dovetail. 

Believing that there are no definitive answers to 

the questions facing interfaith families. Dovetail 
strives to be open to all ideas and opinions. 

Editorial content attempts to balance and 

respect the perspectives of both Jewish and 

Christian partners in interfaith marriages, as well 

as the diverse perspectives of parents and children 

of interfaith couples. Inclusion in Dovetail does not 

imply endorsement Dovetail accepts a thoughtful 

and constructive discussion of all related issues 

in the Letters to the Editor section, and reserves 

the right to reply. 

Thanks to those of you who sent 
ideas for our Winter Holiday slogan 
contest. Some of our favorites are: 
Holidays of Peace, Candles in the 
Darkness (menorah and Advent 
lightings). Freedom Festivities 
(freedom of the Jews, freedom from 
sin symbohzed by Jesus' birth). Don't 
Light the Menorah too Close to the 
Christmas Tree, and Miracle Month. 
The winner, sent in by Gail and 
Lauren Gremse of New York, NY, is 
the Season of Stars (a reference to the 
Star of Bethlehem and the Star of 
David). We hope that all of our 
readers enjoy a sparkling, starry 
holiday season. ^ 

Dovetail (ISSN 1062-73591 is published 

bimonthly (6 t imes per year) by: Dovetail 

Publishing, P.O. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, Ml 49019; 

(616)342-2900; fax:(616)342-1012; 

e-mail: dovetail@mich.com or 

hawxhurst@aol.com. 

A one-year subscription is available for 
$24.99 from the above address. International 
subscriptions are $35.00. Single issues are 
available for $4.50 each. (Michigan residents 
please add 6% sales tax on back issue orders.) 

Dovetail welcomes article submissions 
(query or completed manuscript), letters to 
the editor, and comments or suggestions. 
Send to Joan C. Hawxhurst, Editor, at the 
above address. We look forward t0 
hearing from you. 

Copyr igh t© 1997 by Doveta i 

All rights r e s e n c d . 
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Questions Kids Ask 
About the Holidays 
compiled by Joan C. Hawxhurst 

H ow can we as parents in 
interfaith families prepare 
for the holidays? One obvious 

way is to think through how we 
explain Christmas and Hanukkah to 
our children, and how our actions and 
observations complement our expla
nations. Following are the questions 
asked by a number of interfaith 
families. These questions have been 
drawn from a number of sources. Last 
fall, the Outreach program of Jewish 
Family Service in New Orleans, 
Louisiana, offered a program called 
"Questions Kids Ask," where interfaith 
parents who had made the decision to 
raise their children as Jews could share 
and discuss the difficult questions 
posed by their children. Here are 
some of the questions these parents, 
and others who have made different 
decisions about raising children, have 
struggled with on the topic of the 
December holidays. All of the names 
have been changed. 

Dawn (Christian married to a Jewish 
man): My preschooler daughter is 
figuring out "who goes where." She 
goes through whole lists of people, 
from the other kids in nursery school 
to the members of our extended 
families, asking questions until she 
figures out that Grandma has 
Christmas, Aunt Rhonda has 
Hanukkah, Uncle Mark has Hanuk
kah, Cousin Josie has Christmas. 
And Mommy, Daddy, and I get to 
have both! She asks why everybody 
doesn't have both Christmas and 
Hanukkah. I explain that some 
people are Jewish, and some people 
are Christian. Since in our family. 
Mommy is Christian and Daddy is 
Jewish, we celebrate both Mommy's 
and Daddy's holidays. So far, that 
answer has been enough. It helps, 
I know, that both my husband and 

I have learned enough about each 
other's traditions that we can each 
answer her questions about both 
holidays. He can tell her about the 
birth of baby Jesus, and I can 
describe the bravery of the 
Maccabees. Someday, I'm sure, 
she'll decide she likes one holiday 
more than the other, or she'll push 
us harder about how we can have 
both. Then I guess we'll have the 
more difficult conversations about 
her religious identity as the child of 
an interfaith family. But my husband 
and I are committed to having her 
learn about and understand both of 
our hohday traditions. We know that 
someday she may choose to identify 
with only one religion, but at least 
she'll be comfortable with both. 
And that comfort is really helpful 
already—she loves lighting the 
menorah and decorating the tree! 
And she tells her simple version of 
the Hanukkah and Christmas stories 
to all her friends and relatives, Jews 
and Christians alike. 

Julie (convert to Judaism, married 
to a Jewish man): My daughter gets 
to have Christmas with my family, 
but we don't have it in our house. 
She has always said she wants to have 
decorations and a tree. The more 
difficult part is my husband, who is 
born Jewish, grew up with a Christ
mas tree, and he said, "Why can't we 
have a tree?" I said, "Because we're 
not talking about two Jewish 
parents." I mean, for born Jews who 
just choose to have a tree with no 
religious connection, it's just a pretty 
ornament, just a decoration. But it's 
not going to mean that to my 
daughter. She's not going to be able 
to differentiate. She's going to say, 
" I celebrate Christmas," and while 
my husband doesn't have a problem 

The Dovetail Institute for 
Interfaith Family Resources 

p r e s e n t s 

Interfaith Families 
in the 1990s: 

New Trends, New Voices 

April 3-5, 1998 
at Dickin.son College 

in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, 
hosted by the 

Clarke Center for the Interdisciplinary 
Study of Contemporary Issues 

featuring 
Cokie and Steve 

Roberts 

plus nationally known scholars, clergv, 
and dual-faith couples conductuig 
panels, workshops, guided worship 

services, and networking opportunities. 

Register early and save: 
After 10/15/97—$150/individual, 

or $200/family 
After 2/15/98—$200/individual, 

or $25()/family 

Call 717-243-8176 
today 

for details about meals, child care, 
discount air fares, and accommodations, 

or to receive a registration form. 
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with that, I do. I hate it when people 
say I'm not really Jewish. Even my 
own daughter has said, "You were a 
Christian." But I converted, and that 
means that I am Jewish, whether it's 
by choice or by birth. I am actively 
seeking anything I can find to 
connect me to the religion. So I can't 
have a Christmas tree. This has been 
a major debate in our family, so last 
year we got a fake, four-foot white 
tree. It has white lights and we 
decorate it with Hanukkah things. 
My daughter calls it a Hanukkah 
bush. We've compromised, but it's 
not necessarily the compromise I 
wanted to make. I would have liked 
to keep the holidays totally separate, 
but again, I back up and I say, well, 
I don't see Santa as being religious, 
so I tell my daughter that Santa visits 
you because Santa visits all good 
children. Then she says, "Does he 
visit MeUssa?" and I realize, oops! 
It really is an issue. 

Linda (a Jewish woman married to a 
CathoHc man, raising Jewish chil
dren): I grew up in a fairly religious 
family, even though there weren't 
that many Jews. We would go to our 
friends' homes to decorate trees, and 
they would come to our house for 
holidays. I remember carolling, just 
because it was fun. Our parents 
didn't have a problem with it. But 
my son can't handle Christmas 
songs. At school last year, they sang 
a song about Jesus being King, and 
my son got really upset and told the 
music teacher, "I 'm Jewish and I 
don't think we should sing this song, 
because I don't believe that Jesus is 
King." She sort of blew him off. It's a 
public school, and they probably 
really shouldn't sing the song. But he 
was really upset. I know I used to say, 
well, it's just a Christmas song (and 

that's what my daughter would have 
done), but he's more conscious of 
being Jewish and different. He might 
be that way whether or not he had 
parents of different religions. 

Also Linda: My kids have asked 
things like, "Doesn't Dad feel bad 
that we don't celebrate Christmas?" . 
or "Shouldn't we be celebrating 
Christmas for Dad?" I think that 
came with, "Why can't we celebrate 
both Christmas and Hanukkah?" 
We explained that Dad and I decided 
to raise our kids Jewish, and we 
didn't want there to be any confu
sion. We just wanted to celebrate our 
holidays as a Jewish family, and Dad 
still celebrates his holidays in his own 
way. He goes to Mass on Christmas 
and Easter, since those are his two 
big holidays, and he feels good about 
doing it that way. 

Dan (a Jewish man married to a 
Christian woman): Our kids get 
asked questions about who they are 
at elementary school all the time, but 
especially around the hohdays. Some 
kids try to tell them they can be 
either Jewish or Christian, but they 
can't be both. But both of our kids 
have been able to answer their 
friends with, "In our family, we 
celebrate both Christmas and 
Hanukkah. We are respecting and 
practicing the religions of both of 
our parents, just like you practice the 
religion of both your parents at your 
house." They have also learned to tell 
their friends about the similarities 
between the two holidays, things like 
peace and brotherhood, lighting 
candles, gift-giving, and remember
ing the importance of events in 
history. We're really proud of how 
comfortable they are with their 
dual-faith heritage, k. 

October/November 1997 page 4 



A Star of David on Our 
Christmas Tree 
by Isabel Bearman Bucher 

Where should we put the 
Christmas tree?" I asked 
my husband the Decem

ber after our marriage. 

"The tree?" he exclaimed incredu- • 
lously. "That is your responsibility. 
There are two things that we'd better 
agree on: I will not buy hams or 
Christmas trees!" 

"Now listen, LeRoy," I replied, my 
Itahan blood boihng. " I f I can make 
latkes and clean up drippy candles 
at Hanukkah, then you can suffer 
through a Christmas tree!" Our 
noses almost touched as we ex
changed mole-eyed squints. 

The tree I purchased was huge. 
Its branches took up half of our 
tiny living room. When Jewish 
friends commented on the mam
moth pine, LeRoy was prepared. 
"That's not a Christmas tree," he 
informed them. "It's a green matzo 
ball with colored lights." 

On Christmas morning, however, 
I found that the pile of gifts beneath 
the branches had doubled, and the 
tags on many had been written in 
LeRoy's hand. 

A Star for the Tree 

By the time our daughter Erica was 
born, we had faced enough problems 
of an interfaith marriage to realize 
we could not raise a family in a 
combat zone. We agreed to combine 
our heritages in an effort to provide 
the best of both for our children. 
By the time Shauna arrived three 
years later, we had settled into a way 
of life that was comfortable for us 
both—or almost. 

"Isabel... is that holly around the 
menorah?" 

"Chicken soup, matzo balls and 
latkes for Christmas dinner?" 

"Merry Hanukkah. Fa-la-la-la-la." 

"Happy Christmas. Shalom." 

At holiday time, our home was 
decorated with a concoction of 
menorah lights, a creche, Advent 
calendars, a glass mobile of Stars 
of David, and a tree groaning 
with ornaments. 

The girls helped us as we celebrated 
with traditional foods, songs, and 
parties. I became very good at 
reciting Hebrew prayers. LeRoy 
learned to warble off-key versions 
of the better-known carols. He 
bought me a guitar one Christmas, 
and I taught myself to play and sing 
a Jewish folk song. I made him a blue 
velvet Israeli shirt and matching skull 
cap for the season's festivities. 

One year LeRoy came home with a 
little blue Star of David. "This is for 
your tree," he stated crisply, his eyes 
twinkling. " I want it to be the first 
ornament hung every year." 

" I ' l l see to it personally," I 
assured him. 

Some who visited our home during 
the holidays found the situation 
disconcerting. "Don't you feel 
hypocritical placing a Star of David 
on the top of your Christmas tree?" 
one Christian friend asked. 

"No," I told her. "Jesus was Jewish." 

Freedom and Light 

By this time, Hanukkah had become 
almost as much of a symbol of 
freedom and light to me as Christ
mas. And Christmas had become 
increasingly meaningful as the 

Isabel Bearman Bucher is a 

writer and retired fifth-grade 

schoolteacher living in Albuquerque, 

NM. Since writing this article, she 

has been married for 18 years and 

raised her two daughters. The little 

blue Star of David is still the first 

ornament the family places upon 

their Christmas tree. 
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birthday of One so special that 
He gave freedom and light to 
everyone. People of all races and 
rehgions gathered in our home, 
and we found that their differences 
enriched our lives. 

The holidays seemed to become 
more joyous every year. But not 
long after we celebrated our eleventh 
wedding anniversary, LeRoy suffered 
three heart attacks. On December 18, 
the first night of Hanukkah, he lay 
in bed with his rabbi at his side. At 
sundown LeRoy whispered, "Shalom, 
shalom," and, at age 42, his life ebbed 
away. Sadly, I was not beside him. 
At the moment of his death, our 
daughters and I were lighting the 
first Hanukkah candle at the home 
of some close friends. 

The following evening, friends and 
relatives arrived to sit shiva (Jewish 
period of mourning). Jewish men in 
yarmulkes and prayer shawls bowed 
their heads, opened worn prayer 
books, and began their ancient 
mourners' chant. Above them, the 
Stars-of-David mobile rotated slowly, 
making twinkling sounds. Then the 
doorbell rang. Erica's fourth-grade 
class stood in our yard. 

As I stood there immobilized, they 
began to sing "Silent Night." 

My daughters rushed to stand beside 
me in the doorway, and I gathered 
them into my arms. Behind us, we 
could hear the comforting Hebrew 
words chanted by men LeRoy had 
loved. Out front the clear voices of 
the children sang the ancient carol. 
The beauty radiating from those two 
opposite places gave sudden, special 
meaning to LeRoy's and my mar
riage. In that one incredible moment. 

my grief fell away. I felt LeRoy's 
presence and thought I could 
almost hear him chuckle. 

"Shalom, love," I whispered. 

"Sleep in heavenly peace!" the 
children sang in sweet triumph. 

"Daddy's with God now, isn't he?" 
Shauna asked. 

"Yes," I told her with certainty. 
"Whatever route he took to get there, 
that's exactly where Daddy is." 

Shining Star 

Many Hanukkahs and Christmases 
have come and gone since that night. 
The girls have grown. I remarried. 
My second husband is Chrisfian, 
but our family ties with the Jewish 
community remain strong. Every 
December the prayers and the songs 
of Hanukkah echo throughout our 
home—and holly still encircles the 
silver menorah. 

The blue Star of David continues to 
be the first ornament placed on our 
Christmas tree. The traditions of love 
have become so melded in my mind 
and heart that sometimes I find 
myself wondering if this might be 
the same sweet star that shown one 
night above a stable in Bethlehem. ^ 
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Weaving a Household During 
the Winter Holidays 
by Adina Davidson & Joel Nitzberg 

I don't feel comfortable in my 
own home." - . 

" I feel like an insect under a 
microscope when our parents 
come to visit." 

"Most of the time we get along 
great, but during the holidays 
things become explosive." 

" I never expected my partner 
would feel so strongly." 

"It's great to create something we 
can both celebrate." 

Some of the statements we hear from 
couples who are struggling with the 
challenges of being in an interfaith, 
intercultural relationship suggest 
that holidays bring the issue of 
difference hotly to the surface. 
What makes the holidays so hard? 
As we know, interfaith difficulties 
or dilemmas can oddly disappear at 
off-holiday times. The "December 
dilemma" gives couples a view into 
what's unresolved and what needs 
to be faced. Many of us when we 
intermarry are not fully in touch 
with the potential losses or dilemmas 
we will face in the future. We may 
be unformed in our faith identity 
or we might just be emotionally 
unprepared. Often, it is when we are 
actually faced with "otherness" in our 
own home that we realize what most 
connects us to our own traditions. 

When we work as facilitators with 
people in interfaith groups, they are 
often in a state of urgency. Such a 
group can offer a collective sigh of 
relief as people see their worries and 
perspectives reflected in the stories 
of others. Unfortunately, the time for 
figuring out how to deal with the 
holidays is put off until the season is 
on the doorstep. We see over and 

over again how couples who seem 
to be coping with the challenges of 
creating their households suddenly 
find themselves at a loss. We don't 
wish to imply that by their merely 
coming together with other couples, 
their challenges will disappear. As 
we all are charting a new course, 
connecting with others who are 
navigating similar waters can be 
supportive. It is isolation that many 
people feel in the process of becom
ing bicultural individuals and 
couples, creating futures which do -
not resemble their pasts. What we 
have witnessed is that dealing with 
the December dilemma can be a 
transformative experience. The 
crisis can shift from being a threat 
to the relationship to being a normal 
and predictable challenge that can 
be faced. 

Here are a few suggestions that 
might help (during the holidays 
and beyond): 

1. Be honest. Push yourself to say 
what is true for you. Fear is often the 
biggest inhibitor of straight talk, but 
holding back makes it impossible for 
real needs to get met and keeps the 
relationship fragile rather than 
allowing it to strengthen. 

2. Let go. Face the reality that you 
or your partner may never truly 
"understand" each other's position. 
Ironically, connection may be more 
possible when couples stop expecting 
to change one another's point of view. 

3. Empathize, empathize, empathize. 
You may not be able to agree with 
your partner, but you can still feel for 
him or her. Being empathic is at the 
core of a couple's ability to weather 
the storm of interfaith differences 
and other differences as well. . 

Adina Davidson and Joel Nitzberg 

are partners in an interfaith ;, \ 

marriage, raising two school-age 

children. They facilitate groups for 

interfaith and intercultural couples 

in the Boston area, and are 

organizing a networking gathering 

for the late fall. If you are interested, 

call them at (617) 776-3235. 
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4. Expect conflict. Disagreements, 
anger and hiurt are all part of the 
normal resolution of these issues. 
How to fight while not blaming or 
being vindictive is something that 
all couples need to learn. 

5. Honor the losses. Don't gloss 
over loss, or put it behind you 
prematurely. For couples to feel 
positive about their future, they 
need to be able to tolerate sadness 
related to interfaith compromises, 
without having to "fix it." 

6. "Think and act outside of the 
box." Experiment. The important 
issues will keep emerging, giving 
you many opportunities to experi
ment and practice different ways 
of structuring a household. It's by 
trying different things actively that 
you will figure out what you can live 
with, and what can be built. Moving 
forward, however clumsily, will allow 
you to bump up against what feels 
right and what doesn't. You can take 
current holidays and look at how to 
reshape them based on the needs and 
associations of both of you. Imagine 
ways to alter some of the tangible 
aspects of the holidays, as long as 
you don't lose the essence of the 
feelings they evoke. 

This is a lifelong process and time 
is a very important teacher. The 
issues will keep surfacing differently 
as we grow up. It's predictable that 
some of our choices will remain 
unresolved for now. Eventually our 
triggers will become more famihar 
and we will develop "equipment" 
and history that will help give us 
perspective. Learning to live with 
what's real and to be forgiving of 
ourselves will enrich us and make 
for loving and strong partnerships. 

As we continue to evolve in our 
work, the term "interfaith" does not 
feel relevant for many couples. Some 
people come to the groups with 
limited religious associations, not 
identify'ing with a "faith." They may 
feel that their impasses are related 
to cultural or styhstic differences. 
The imagery of "woven couples" or 
"woven households" may be more 
apt. As with woven fabric, a house
hold offers an image which at first 
appears to be whole. Looking closer, 
one sees it is made up of individual 
strands. Those strands never lose 
their identity, but when woven 
together, they become part of the 
whole. The woven household is one 
where individuals' backgrounds do 
not disappear, but the weaving that 
takes place creates the tapestry which 
is called "family." 

Whether during the hohdays or 
throughout the year, we need to 
continue to create households 
where both partners can feel at 
home. Further, we need to create -. 
a community that will give us 
support and encouragement to 
confront our dilemmas and 
celebrate who we are. ^ 
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Looking for Help with 
Holiday Resources? 

Have you been searching for 
unique and appropriate 
Christmas and Hanukkah 

resources to share with your inter
faith family? So have we! You'll note 
that many of the items listed below 
are available directly from Dovetail 
Publishing—we hope that our efforts 
to collect resources that we can 
recommend will make your hohday 
shopping a little easier! 

A Hanukkah Haggadah, by Sheila 
Rickman. Wheaton, MD: Jandalen 
Pubhshers, 1995. 

Based on the concept of the Passover 
haggadah (book of prayers, rituals, 
and stories for the seder), this 20-
page booklet offers families a way 
to add historical information and 
explanations of holiday traditions 
to their Hanukkah celebration. While 
written for Jewish families, the text 
is simple and open enough to be 
appropriate for most interfaith 
families. For example, the leader 
describes Hanukkah as "a festival 
of lights, symbohc of the courage 
of a people to assert themselves when 
threatened." Then the entire assem
bly responds, "Just as we are free to 
be singular within our families, let 
us remember the importance of 
freedom for all families and groups 
of families to be distinctive within 
the wider world." 

You can order A Hanukkah 
Haggadah directly from the 
publisher. Send $3.50 per book to: 
Jandalen Publishers, RO. Box 1461, 
Wheaton, MD 20915; or, to 
order with a credit card, call 
(301) 251-8771. 

Christmas Crafts: Merry Things 
to Make, edited by Colleen Van 
Blaricom, and Hanukkah Fun: 
Crafts and Games, edited by 
Andrea R. Weiss. Honesdale, PA: 
Boyds Mills Press, 1992, 1993. 

These colorful, large-format 
softcover books are ideal for 
interfaith parents looking 
for fun ways to create their 
own holiday decorations and 
traditions with their children. Each 
book focuses on one winter holiday 
and contains 32 pages of great ideas 
for holiday items made with simple 
materials and easy-to-follow direc
tions. You'll learn how to make 
your own menorahs, holiday cards, 
ornaments, mobiles, gifts, and 
much more. 

These two books are available as 
a set from Dovetail Publishing. 
Send $8.90 plus $4.50 shipping and 
handling to: Dovetail Publishing, 
RO. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, M I 
49019; or, to order with a credit 
card, call toll-free (888) R-FAITHS 

^732-4847). 

Candles, Snow & Mistletoe, 
by Sharon, Lois and Bram. 
CD or audio cassette, 1993. 

A delightful mix of songs for 
Hanukkah, Christmas, and all 
your winter celebrations, this 
cheery recording will have your 
whole family singing along. 
The Chicago Sun Times has 
this to say: "The popular 
Canadian vocal trio has 
assembled a holiday album 
crackling with freshly 
roasted chestnuts and some spunky 
new material. The group is careful 
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Dovetail 

HOW TO O R D E R 
D O V E T A I L : 

To place a credit card 
order for your own or 
a gift subscription to 
Dovetail, please call 
800-222-0070. To order 
by mail, send your check 
for $24.99, made payable 
to Dovetail Publishing, to: 

Dovetail Publishing, 
RO. Box 19945, 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49019. 

Special Offer: Order a 
two-year subscription for 
$49.98, and get a free one-
year subscription for the 
recipient of your choice. 
Thank you for your order. 

to include songs that celebrate both 
Christmas and Hanukkah, as well 
as to give an international flavor to 
standards such as The Twelve Days 
of Christmas." 

Candles, Snow & Mistletoe is 
available directly from Dovetail 
Publishing. Send $11.98 for the 
cassette, or $17.98 for the CD, plus 
$4.50 shipping and handling to: 
Dovetail Publishing, RO. Box 19945, 
Kalamazoo, M I 49019; or, to order 
with a credit card, call toll-free 

R-FAITHS (888-732-4847). 

While we have reviewed the following 
holiday resources in previous years, 
it seems worthwhile to mention 
them briefly again: 

Hanukkah and Christmas at My 
House, written and illustrated by 
Susan Enid Gertz. Middletown, 
OH: Willow & Laurel Press, 1992. 

The message of this quiet, thoughtful 
story about family love and holiday 
joys is that famihes of all religions 
love their children and their tradi
tions, and the joy of the holidays 
comes from that love. Child maga
zine calls it "a sensitive account of 
how to observe both holidays while 
preserving the integrity of each." 

This 32-page, softcover children's 
book is available from Dovetail 
Publishing, for $6.95 plus $4.50 
shipping and handling. (See above 
for ordering information.) 

A Season for Giving, by Susan 
Heyboer O'Keefe. Mahwah, NJ: 
Paulist Press, 1990. • : 

This softcover children's book is 
about two very different fifth-graders 
with a common problem. When they 
are paired up to do a winter holiday 
class project. Catholic Aloysius and 
Jewish Ezekiel realize they both are 
teased about their names. Guided by 
Zeke's understanding grandfather, 
Allie and Zeke learn that Hanukkah 
bushes and gifts and Christmas trees 
and gifts may look alike, but they are 
really quite different. Learning about 
their similarities and differences 
helps the boys become friends and 
even extend their friendship to other 
"different" kids as well. 

Elijah's Angel, by Michael J. Rosen. 
New York: Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, 1992. 

"Last year, when I was nine, Christ
mas Even and the first night of 
Chanukah fell on the same day. And . 
that day my friend Elijah gave me an 
angel." So begins a beautiful tale of 
friendship between Jewish Michael 
and an elderly African-American 
woodcarver. When Michael is given a 
hand-carved guardian angel by Elijah 
as a Hanukkah present, he responds 
by giving Elijah a homemade 
menorah for Christmas. ^ 
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Peace on Earth... 
and in the Family 

Nobody I've ever met, 
Christian, Jewish, or 
secular humanist, has had 

a problem with celebrating Hanuk
kah. That's odd, in a way: many 
people today would be uncomfort
able with the Maccabees' rough 
enforcement of rehgious observance; 
it celebrates a miracle preserved only 
in folk tradition, not scripture; and 
the scripture it does depend on is 
apocryphal (not recognized as part 
of the Bible by some Christians and 
some Jews). 

But that same biblical story, horren-
dously gory as it is (don't read it 
to young children), tells a tale of 
devotion to God even in the face 
of hideous martyrdom. It can strike 
a chord in the hearts of Christians 
concerned about reports of growing 
oppression of their co-religionists in 
countries such as Iran and China, 
and in the hearts of Jews mindful of 
the repeated and escalating persecu
tion over the centuries that makes 
what was done to the Maccabee 
family pale by comparison. 

Christmas itself is a different kettle 
of fish. Often the difficulty interfaith 
couples encounter really has to do 
with defining what parts of the 
celebrations are actually religious 
and which are cultural and nostalgic. 
Here are some possibilities: 

1. Both Jew and Christian are 
comfortable with a secular celebra
tion. This is an easy one. All you have 
to do is define what is unacceptably 
religious to either of you. You 
probably won't display a creche. 
You may feel that elaborate outdoor 
decorations are out of place. I f you 
play seasonal music, you'll stick to 
"Jingle Bells" and "White Christmas" 
while leaving "O Holy Night" alone. 

2. The Christian wants a religious 
Christmas, while the Jew sees it as a 
pleasant nonreligious observance. 
You'll have to tread a little lightly 
here. The Christian will have to 
remember that the essence of Christ
mas takes place in the heart, not in 
the decor or even in church. The Jew 
should be sensitive to the offensiveness 
of much modern secularization to the 
religious Christian and not blithely 
assume that an electrified Rudolph 
on the roof says it all. 

3. The Christian, or rather gentile, 
is the secularist, while the Jew is 
uncomfortable with any sort of 
celebration. The Christian should 
keep in mind that even that patron 
saint of conspicuous consumption, 
Santa Claus, was originally a medi
eval bishop and saint, so that electric 
Rudolph is actually a sort of twice-
removed reminder of religious 
content. The Jew must recognize 
that practices with their roots in 
memories of happy family occasions 
can't be cavalierly dismissed without 
causing resentment. 

4. Both Christian and Jew have 
strong religious commitments. 
This, surprisingly, can be easier to 
deal with than the last two. What you 
do here is take all the above advice, 
combine it with a sense of humor 
and lots of good will , and work out 
the practical aspects step by step. 

Complicated, isn't it? Still, this 
should bring out another positive 
aspect to mixed marriage—in 
addition to finding out about 
someone else's religion, you're likely 
to spend a lot more time reexamin
ing and learning about your own. 
With diligence, and a bit of luck, 
both of you will acquire real appre
ciation for both faiths. 

Mary Helene Pottker Rosenbaum 

is the award-winning co-author of 

Celebrating Our Differences: Living 

Two Faiths in One Marriage She has 

been published in a number of religious 

and secular magazines and newspapers. 

An active member of St. Patrick Catholic 

Church in Carlisle, Pennsylvania, where 

she has been a lector for twenty-five 

years, she has also served as Executive 

Director for Congregation Beth Tikvah. . 

She is the associate editor of Dovetail. 
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When Holidays Collide: 
A Stop-Light Model 

Debi Tenner is the mother of two 

and teaches the Sunday School 

class for older children in the New 

Haven, Connecticut, interfaith group. 

She currently works in the local 

public school system and has been 

a summer camp educator for the 

Congregational Churches of 

Connecticut. 

RED LIGHT: Table Talk 
and Learning 

Talk with your children about 
whether you are celebrating each 
holiday on a religious basis or as a 
cultural/secular holiday (or both). 
Give them "clues" to look for: 
lighting Hanukkah, Shabbat, or 
Advent candles might be signs of 
the religious meaning of the holi
days. Other clues might be reciting 
prayers, counting blessings, or 
making a donation to charity. The 
cultural and secular holiday celebra
tions clues include decorating, 
parties, school performances, 
and gift giving. 

Why do the holidays happen so close 
this year? Older children might study 
the lunar cycle/calendar or the names 
of all the months in Hebrew and 
compare them to the American 
solar calendar. 

Map and Story Placemats: Read the 
two stories of the December holidays 
to younger children and have them 
look up or create maps of the places 
where the stories take place (feel free 
to consult an atlas!). Make your maps 
into placemats by covering with clear 
contact paper. Or have kids draw 
scenes from both holidays to make 
"story placemats" for each holiday. 

YELLOW LIGHT: Think 
and Prepare Ahead 

My Interfaith House: Have the 
younger children cut out the shape 
of a house with a roof on an 11x14 
piece of colored construction paper. 
Use crayons or chalk to draw doors, 
windows, and roof to look like your 
own house. In the windows, draw the 
signs of the December holidays you 
can see from the outside. These 

might include a menorah, a Christ
mas tree, outdoor decorations, etc. 

Interfaith December Calendar: 
Take a December calendar and cut 
out each "day square." Glue them 
(not necessarily in order!) on 11x14 
paper, leaving enough room for each 
number to become a flip-open door. 
Cut a small flap around each 
number. Then glue the entire paper 
to another one of the same size, 
and let the kids hide things behind 
each door. 

GREEN LIGHT FOR GO: 
Add in the Fun 

' '" •4--'.' 

Latke Pancake Flip game: Glue a 
popsicle stick to a small paper plate 
(for a frying pan). Cut a circle the 
size of a latke out of heavier card
board. Punch a hole in each and tie 
with approx. 2 feet of yarn. Now toss 
the latke and see how many times 
you can land it on the frying pan. 

Christmas Wreath Bagels: Use bagel 
halves covered with cream cheese; 
decorate with M&Ms and spearmint 
leaves to look like a wreath. String 
licorice makes great bows. 

Handprinted Menorah or Wreath: 
Paint and print both hands on a 
paper with the thumbs overlapping 
for the center shamos (helper 
candle). Each night dip one finger 
in yellow to print a flame on the 
proper candle (OR cut a yellow flame 
out of paper). Make a wreath by 
pressing green handprints in a circle 
with fingers facing out%vards. Then 
dab bright finger prints to add 
"lights" and a ribbon (OR trace 
hands on green paper, cut, and 
glue in a circle with fingers facing 
outwards). Add small pictures of all 
your family members and pets. 
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Bulletin Board 
Interfaith Support 
Around the Nation 

To be listed as a contact person for a new or existing 
group or to indicate that you are looking to join or 
form a group, please send your information to: 

Dan Josephs 
1175 S, Euclid Avenue, Oak Park, Illinois 60304 
Home phone: (708) 660-9503 
Fax: (630) 574-8089 
E-Mail: JosephsDA@aol.com 

Dan is one of the founders and coordinators of the 
Chicago Jewish-Catholic Couples' Group. We look 
foHA/ard to hearing from you. 

Please note: Dovetail does not interview or endorse 
any entry listed here. 

Arizona, Phoenix area* 
Interested in joining an interfaith group. 
Contact: Warren Nechtman, (602) 980-4484 

California, San Francisco Bay area* 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Alicia Torre, (415) 591-9434 

California, San Francisco Bay area 
Interfaith Connection 
Groups for interfaith couples. 
Contact: Rosanne Levitt, Director 
(415) 292-1252 

Colorado, Denver* 
Interested in forming an interfaith group. 
Contact: Karen McCarthy and Dan Kowal 
(30.1) 439-7750 

Connecticut, New Haven* 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Christina Giebisch-Mohrer 
(203) 287-9110 

District of Columbia, Greater Washington area* 
Interfaith Families Project 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Laura Steinberg, (301) 589-9280 

District of Columbia, Greater Washington area 
Bethesda Jewish Congregation 
Jewish congregation welcomes interfaith families. 
Contact: Maran Beth Gluckstein, Exec. Director 
(301) 469-8636 

Illinois, Chicago Metropolitan area* 
Jewish-Catholic (Couples' Dialogue Group 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Dan and Abbe Josephs 
(708) 660-9503, 
or Patty and David Kovacs, (773) 275-5689 

* denotes a group not sponsored by a 
religious institution. 

Kentucky, Louisville* 
Interested in forming an interfaith group. 
Contact: Carolyn Humphrey & Fred Gross 
(502) 423-8583 

Louisiana, New Orleans area 
Outreach programs on interfaith issues. 
Contact: Courtney Nathan, Jewish Family Service 
(504)831-8475 

Maryland, Baltimore 
Jewish Outreach Network Programs 
Groups, workshops, and counseling for 
interfaith families, parents, and converts, 
including interfaith discussion support group. 
Contact: Beth Land Hecht, Director 
(410) 466-9200, ext. 381 

Maryland, Rockville 
Interfaith Outreach Program, 
JCC of Greater Washington, DC 
Introduces interfaith famdies to Jewish life 
and offers workshops, classes, and programs 
dealing with interfaith issues. 
Contact: Lisa Shapero, Director 
(301) 881-0100, ext. 6782 

Massachusetts, Amherst* 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Janet Lehan Bloom 
(413) 253-3685 

Massachusetts, Boston* 
Developing a network of interfaith families. 
Contact: Adina Davidson and Joel Nitzberg 
(617) 776-3235 , . 

Michigan, Huntington Woods 
Group called "Celebrating Differences" 
Contact: Miriam S. Jerris, Jewish Humanist Leader 
(800) 696-0380 

Minnesota, Minneapolis* 
Twin Cities Support Group 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Joan Cleary and Jerry Helfand 
(612) 698-7987 

New Jersey, Hasbrouck Heights 
Temple Beth Elohim 
Congregation welcomes Jews and non-Jews. 
Contact: Rabbi Fredric S. Dworkin 
(201) 744-3304 

New Jersey, South Jersey/Philadelphia area* 
Bifaithful Families & Children Network 
Group currently not active. 
Contact: Miriam Gilbert 
(609) 753-1173 

New Jersey, Whippany 
United Jewish Federation, interfaith families 
education program and support/discussion groups. 
Contact: Lynne Wolfe 
(973) 884-4800, ext. 192 

New York, Long Island 
Long Island Havurah (Fellowship) 
for Humanistic Judaism 
Existing group .stresses intercultural strengths. 
Contact: Leonard Cherlin, (516) 889-8337 

New York, New York 
Temple of Universal Judaism 
Participation is open to all. 
Contact: Rabbi Charles Lippman 
(212) 535-0187 

New York, Rochester 
Interfaith Connection, Jewish Family Service 
Contact: Michele Ruda Leve, C.S.W. 
(716) 461-2000, ext. 825 

New York, Rockland County* 
Interested in forming an interfaith group. 
Contact: Eric and Elizabeth Kohlmeier 
(914) 639-9380 

Ohio, Cincinnati* 
Interested in joining an interfaith group. 
Contact: Christine M . Segal, (513) 793-2866 

Ohio, Columbus 
Gateways: The Jewish Interfaith Connection 
Groups and programs for grandparents, 
parents, interfaith couples, and families. 
Contact: Nancy Heiden, Project Director 
(614) 231-2731 

Ohio, Dayton 
Jewish Interfaith Network 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Tonda Learner, (937) 439-4313 

Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 
Jewish Converts &. Interfaith Network 
Support groups for grandparents, parents, 
interfaith couples, converts, and children. 
Contact: Lena Romanoff, Director 
(610) 664-8112 

Tennessee, Memphis* 
Existing interfaith group, currently not active. 
Contact: Jan and David Kaplan, (901) 767-4267 

Wisconsin, Milwaukee 
Interfaith Connection, JCC of Milwaukee 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Joyce Gutzke, Interfaith Coordinator 
(414) 967-8218 . _ , , 

October/November 1997 page 13 



Dovetail 

INTERFAITH HOLIDAY GIFTS FROM MixedBlessing 

BUntzes 
For 

Blitzen 

BUntzes For Blitzen 
by Elise and Philip Okrend 
illustrations by Alice lo Oglesby 
As recommended by Family Circle's 
Best Holiday Gifts For Kids. This is the 
charming story of Blitzen, Santa's 
curious and hungry reindeer, who 
wanders off one Christmas Eve and 
finds himself celebrating Hanukkah 
with Bernie, the deli owner and his 
family. Bernie'sfamous blintzes recipe 
is included! 

Full-color cover. 32 pages of 2-color illustrations, 8"x8", paperback. 
ISBN; 0-96514-75-0-9 $8.95. Shipping/handling $3.75 for the first 
book ordered and $1.00 for each additional book. 
NC residents add 6% sales tax. 

• f i f i i i 

Holiday Cat 
Sweatshirt 
Our best selling 
card is now avail
able to you as a 
wearable piece of 
art! High quality 
while 50/50 cotton 
blend sweatshirt, 
9oz heavyweight, 
quality silkscreen 
design.Onesizefits 
all adults. $30.00 

Shipping/handling $5.50 for the Holiday Cat Sweatshirt. 
NC residents add 6% sales tax. 

We also offer a special musical cassette thiat combines songs and stories from Christmas and i-ianuickah 
as well as a full line of interfaith and multicultural holiday cards. Please call for information 1 -800-947-4004. 

M i x e d B l e s s i n g ' 
To order, call 1-800-947-4004 today 
We accept Mastercard, Visa or check to MixedBlessing, 
P.O. Box 97212, Raleigh, NC 27624. Fax 1-919-847-6429. 
©1997 MixedBlessing, Inc. 

InUrfaitfi ^ours® 
1 9 9 8 T o u r o f I s r a e l 

A u g u s t 3 - 1 7 , 1 9 9 8 

Explore the Spiritual and Historical Roots of Christianity and Judaism 
in the Land where Both Religions were Born! 

Stroll the Ancient Streets of Jerusalem • View Sunrise atop Masada 
• Float on the Dead Sea • Visit the Western (Wailing) Wall 

• Follow the Stations of the Cross • Join a Special Ceremony Honoring Your Family 
• Take a Jeep Ride through the Golan Heights • Join in an Actual Archaeological Dig 

• Touch Biblical Sites • Ride a Raft on the Jordan River 
. . . and Memories to Last a Lifetime! For information and a brochure contact: 

Interfaith lours® 
333 Wilshire Drive West 
Wilmette, Illinois 60091 

. (888) R-FAITHS (888-732-4847) or (847) 251-4889 . . 
interfaith@juno.com 

http://www.mich.com/~dovetail/iftours.html >. 

Come to the Land "Where four JamUy "BeganF 
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New Title from ^ DoVCtail 
P U B L I S H I N G 

i NTEBFfilTH 
FflHILY 

GUIDEBOOK 
Pt'actical Ad\-iCE 

fvjt Jewrsh and 

The Interfaith Family Guidebook: 
Practical Advice for Jewish and 
Christian Partners 
by Joan C. Hawxhurst, editor of Dovetail 

192 pages, softcover, $16.95 
Available March 1998—Order your pre-publication copy today! 
Over one million Jewish/Christian families in the United States face the 
challenges and opportunities inherent in their decision to marry. The 
only comprehensive guide in print for families living with two faiths in 
one household. The Interfaith Family Guidebook offers these families a 
look at the many questions they will face and the resources available to 
help them find their own answers. 

This concise and practical guidebook will help interfaith couples to: 
• Respect and appreciate both of their religious heritages 
• Celebrate all the holidays that are meaningful to them 
• Nurture positive relationships with their extended families 
• Decide how to raise their children 
• Plan meaningful ceremonies to mark their marriage, the birth of a child, coming-of-age, and other life-cycle events 
• Learn from the experiences of other interfaith famihes 
• Find helpful local and national resources and support groups 

This book is for interfaith families who are committed to understanding both religious traditions and to communicat
ing about their unique perspectives as Christians and Jews who have chosen to marry. Full of nonjudgmental informa
tion and resources, this book is a valuable tool that will be turned to again and again by Jewish/Christian families, their 
parents and children, and the professionals who serve them. 

Reserve your copy of The Interfaith Family Guidebook today. Send your check for $16.95 plus $4.50 shipping and 
handling to Dovetail Publishing, or call toll-free 800-222-0070 to order with your VISA or MasterCard. 
The Interfaith Family Guidebook will be shipped to you in March 1998. 

Special Holiday Offer from Dovetail: 
Looking for the perfect holiday gift for an interfaith family? Give them a year-long 
subscription to Dovetail. For a limited time, all gift subscription orders will be accompa
nied by a gift card announcing your gift and a FREE Dovetail ceramic mug. Your friends 
and family will appreciate all year the thoughtfulness of Dovetail and the beauty and 
practicality of their new purple-and-white mug. 

Order gift subscriptions for your family and friends today, by calling 800-222-0070. Be 
prepared to give your name and address, your VISA or MasterCard number, the name and 
address of the gift recipient, and the short message you'd like inscribed on the gift card. 
Or send this information to us, along with your check for $24.99 per subscription, to: 
Dovetail Publishing, P.O. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, M I 49019. Don't delay—this offer 
expires December 15,1997. 
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ACTUAL SIZE l6 X 20 INCHES I N SIX VIBRANT COLORS 

The Perfect Keepsake 
for Interfaith Couples 

The Ketubah, or Hebrew marriage contract, has been a 

tradition since ancient times. The intent of this tradition 

is powerful and its meaning universal. A ceremonial and 

artistic document, a Ketubah witnesses a bride and groom's 

promise and commitment to love and honor one another. 

Now, for the first time, a Ketubah is a\'ailable in language 

especially suited to interfaith couples. Rabbi Allen Secher 

of Chicago adapted the text and collaborated with an artist 

and a specialist in typography and fine printing to create 

this unique piece. The poetic and egalitarian style clearly 

expresses an interfaith couple's commitment to respect 

each other's heritage. It is a beautiful art piece, a keepsake 

and an ideal gift to reflect your love and support. 

• Send me the free, full-color miniature reproduction. 
I want to examine the colors and text before 
ordering. 

• Send me the full-size ketubah. Enclosed is S93 plus 
$10 shipping and handling. (IL residents add $6 tax.) 

To order by telephone, call; 

312-913-9193 
Expres,s delivery is available. 

CITY/STATF, /ZIP To order by mail, CDCj D 
complete the form 
and send it to: C O M P A N Y 

P.O. Box 3218 , Chicago, I l l inois 6 0 6 5 4 T E I E P H O N E 

^ Dovetail 
A A Journal by and for Jewish/Christian Families 

P.O. Box 19945 
Kalamazoo, Ml 49019 

In the Next Issue of Dovetail: How Interfaith Families Celebrate the Sabbath O primed on recycled paper 


