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Keeping the Faith: 
Educating the 
Next Generation 

Our conference—"Interfaith 
Famihes in the 1990s: New 
Trends, New Voices," April 

3-5,1998 at Dickinson College in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, hosted by 
the Clarke Center for the Interdisci
plinary Study of Contemporary 
Issues—was a resounding success. 
Some 100 people attended, along 
with 30 or so presenters from all 
areas of the interfaith world: clergy 
of all the major denominations, 
therapists, scholars, and inter-
marrieds with insights to share. 
They came from CaUfornia, Colorado, 
Michigan, Texas, London, Paris... 
a huge area. They were married, 
engaged, dating, or interested singles; 
grandparents, teenagers, young 
parents with little ones in tow, baby 
boomers with years of experience. 

The talk was non-stop, and contin
ued after each day's activities ended 
(at 10:00 pm!) on into the night at 
the motel. People dined, worshiped, 
studied, discussed, laughed, cried, 
learned, taught. Some of their post-
conference evaluations are found 
on page 9. 

The major suggestion for improve
ment was that we allow more time 
for free discussion between sessions 
next time; we will. The most frequent 
query has been "When is the next 
one?" We're not sure, but it will 
probably be in the year 2000, either 
in Chicago or in Louisville, KY, 
depending on the facility we obtain. 
The most constant request: "Can we 
get transcripts?" We're working on 
them, and meanwhile trying to raise 
money to fund their production (our 

new membership initiative form 
will be in the next issue). 

Because of some last-minute 
cancellations, we were not able to 
run the extended panel by adult 
children of interfaith marriages at 
the conference. Since we were doing 
only a truncated version, we didn't 
tape the discussion—a mistake, as it 
turns out, because it was lively and 
substantive, and was on the subject 
we've been asked most about since. 
Therefore I've asked one the two 
participants we had on the spot 
that night, my son Ephraim 
Rosenbaum, to write up the 
thoughts and conclusions he 
expressed that night. His response 
begins on page 3. The other partici
pant. Dr. Catherine Grandsard, 
recaps her contribution on page 9. 

Following up on the child-raising 
theme, two voices that were not 
heard at the conference: Beth 
Greenberg (page 5) and Liz deBeer 
(page 7) lend their perspectives. 
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Upcoming issues will feature more 
of the conference trove. They will 
also reflect a new editorial and 
publishing situation: effective with 
the August/September issue, the 
journal is going to shift from under 
the aegis of Dovetail Publishing, Inc., 
to that of The Dovetail Institute for 
Interfaith Family Resources, the non
profit organization that sponsored 
the New Trends, New Voices confer
ence last April. The main reason for 
this is that I will be taking over the 
editorship from Joan Hawxhurst, 
who wants to focus more of her 
time and energy on her two small 
children, while I'm an empty nester 
with a more flexible schedule. 

I'm excited at the prospect of taking 
on this challenge, and determined to 
continue to provide you with the 
high-quality resource Joan initiated 
and made such a prominent voice in 
the world of Jewish/Christian 
marriage. Please assist me by giving 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 
of communication for interfaith couples, their 
parents, anti their children. No matter what their 
specific choices regarding faith in their home 
and chi ldren, the more interfaith families can 
share their ideas, experiences, resources, and 
support, the more they can make peace in their 
homes and communit ies. Jewish and Christian 
perspectives can dovetail. 

Believing that there are no definitive answers to 
the questions facing interfaith families. Dovetail 
strives to be open to ail ideas and opinions. 
Editorial content attempts to balance and 
respect the perspectives of both Jewish and 
Christian partners in interfaith marriages, as well 
as the diverse perspectives of parents and children 
of interfaith couples. Inclusion in Dovetail does not 
imply endorsement Dovetail accepts a thoughtful 
and constructive discussion of all related issues 
in the Letters to the Editor section, and reserves 
the right to reply. 

me your comments and criticisms: 
the more feedback I get, the more 
responsive I can be. 

Correspondence can be directed to: 

DI-IFR 
775 Simon Greenwell Ln. 
Boston, KY 40107. 

Our new email address is 

DI-IFR@bardstown.com. 

The toll-free number is still 

800-530-1596. 

The toll-free number for Dovetail 
Publishing, Inc., and its products: 

888-732-4847. S?. 

Dovetail (ISSN 1062-7359) is published 

bimonthly (6 t imes per year) by: Dovetail 

Publishing, P.O. Box 19945, Kalamazoo, M l 

49019; (6161342-2900; fax: (616) 342-1012; 

e-mail; dovetail@mich.com or 

hawxhurst@aol.com. 

A one-year subscription is available for 
$24.99 from the above address. International 
subscriptions are $35.00. Single issues are 
available for $4.50 each. (Michigan residents 
please add 6% sales tax on back issue orders.) 

Dovetail welcomes article submissions 
(query or completed manuscript), letters to 
the editor, and comments or suggestions. 
Send to Joan C. Hawxhurst, Editor, at the 
above address. We look forward to 
hearing from you. 

Copyr igh t© 1998 by Dovetail Publishing. 

All rights reserved. 
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My Secret Life As The Child 
Of Interfaith Parents 
by Ephraim Rosenbaum 

I once made the mistake of 
remarking in front of my grand 
mother that if I were Jewish, I'd 

like to be a Hasidic Jew. I was around 
fourteen at the time—too young to 
know that my utterly assimilated 
"Jewish" grandmother would see my 
statement as a rejection of my Jewish 
heritage even though; a) I'd just 
gotten through saying how much 
Hasidism interested me, and b) in 
terms of heritage, I was as much 
a Christian as I was a Jew. 

"What do you mean if you were 
a Jew? You are a Jew." she said. 

I was flabbergasted. My grand
mother didn't know the difference 
between a mitzvah and a milcvah 
[a good deed and a ritual bath]; 
it seemed to me that not only was 
I not Jewish, but she wasn't either. 
(I wisely refrained from mention
ing that last point to her.) 

What began to dawn on me was she 
considered our Jewishness to be not 
so much a matter of religion as of 
ethnicity. To deny that I was Jewish 
would be like a child with a black 
father denying that he was black; 
I was a race-traitor. 

A year or so later at the morning 
service for my sister's Jewish wed
ding, someone assigned me an aliyaii 

[turn at a Torah reading]. Although 
I didn't mind participating in the 
service, I dimly understood that this 
was not something I ought to be 
doing. 

Someone then explained to me that 
because my mother wasn't Jewish, I 
was not allowed to accept this honor, 
though my completely non-obser
vant Jewish uncles and grandmother 
were. I literally lacked standing in the 
community to engage in that ritual. 

Intellectual 
Considerations 

This contradiction with my 
grandmother's assumption wasn't 
so much painful as annoying. It was 
irritating to think that, regardless of 
what I proclaimed myself to be, 
somebody was going to think that 
I was either hiding something or 
pretending to be something I wasn't. 
And what business of anyone else's 
was it, anyway? And yet, the question 
loomed: who, or what, was I? 

I didn't believe that Jesus was my 
personal savior, so I figured I could 
pretty safely say I wasn't a Christian. 
But then again, if I thought about it 
a little more, made a leap of faith, 
perhaps the Christian God would 
reveal himself eventually. As for 
being a Jew, I hadn't had a bar 
mitzvah, and couldn't have one 
without converting (unless I wanted 
to be Reform, which I didn't). But I 
didn't feel I could simply do nothing. 

That feeling stemmed mostly from 
my parents. One tremendous 
advantage (and burden) in having 
parents of different faiths is that it 
has compelled me actively to search 
out a system of belief that I could feel 
comfortable with. I expect that most 
children of interfaith parents would 
be involved in some variation of that 
search, but my parents had a great 
deal of, well, faith, in their faiths and 
a fair amount of knowledge about 
them as well. 

Therefore, since they were engaged 
in an active and ongoing discussion 
of religion, their children were also. 
(Up to a point. In my family, asking 
my parents what the word "hal
lowed" meant at dinner could leave 
you weighing the merits of toughing 

Ephraim Rosenbaum, a Manhattan 

scriptwriter and editor, is the son 

of Dovetail editor Mary Rosenbaum 

and adviser Ned Rosenbaum. [He 

is single and very attractive. Ed.] 
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Board Member Says Goodbye 
Long-time Dovetail editorial advisory 

board member Father Peter K. Meehan, 

pastor of St Emeric's Church in New 

York City, is heading off on a sabbatical 

to the Vatican, beginning in summer 

1998. This change coincides with the 

30th anniversary of his ordination. We 

wish Father Meehan the very best, and 

we look forward to his reconnectlon with 

Dovetail after his return in spring 1999. 

out an extended conversation lasting 
well through dessert, or making an 
attempt to slink away from the table 
unnoticed, secure in the knowledge 
that they had not only forgotten who 
had asked the question, but what the 
original question had in fact been.) 

There was also the issue of not 
wanting to hurt either of their 
feelings by choosing one religion 
over another. (Or, conversely, 
thinking something like: "Boy, won't 
Dad be sorry for grounding me when 
I become a Christian.") In my mind 
each faith was inextricably linked 
with the parent associated with it, 
even to the extent that my parents' 
personalities seemed to mirror the 
qualities of their respective religions. 
My Jewish father is very interested in 
justice: he who breaks the law will be 
sentenced to prison; he who offends 
God will alienate himself from Him; 
he who left a damp towel on the back 
of the nice upholstered chair will be 
sent to his room, etc. 

My Catholic mother, on the other 
hand, is much more forgiving about 
that sort of thing, although when 
faced with incontrovertible proofs 
of my guilt some sort of contrition 
is generally called for. I am to this 
day uncertain as to whether this was 
a function of my mother's knowledge 
that our sins are cleansed by the 
blood of Christ, or that she just 
doesn't want to be the bad guy. 

Practical Considerations 

As well as being more concerned 
with notions of justice, Judaism in 
this country is also the more "exotic" 
religion of the two and therefore 
more fascinating, I think, to a child. 
My friends, who automatically 

identified me as Jewish, certainly 
thought so. They acted as though 
my being Jewish were a sort of trick 
or stunt that I could perform, like 
being ambidextrous or playing the 
harmonica. 

They were also quite envious of the 
double-barreled December extrava
ganza that was Christmas and 
Hanukkah at my house. After all, 
I was getting, if not quite twice as 
many presents, then at least an extra 
eight on top of the traditional 
Christmas booty. It wasn't until years 
later that I figured out that it was a 
zero-sum game: my parents were 
only going to spend so much cash 
on presents per year, even i f we could 
somehow convince them to celebrate 
Ramadan and the Vernal Equinox 
as well. It was a cruel awakening, 
especially when I realized that I 
had sat through twice as many 
religious services as my friends 
had. For nothing. 

Well, okay, not for nothing. I learned 
a great deal about both faiths, and 
about the very nature of formulating 
questions of spirituality. Conse
quently, while I don't get definitive 
answers from either religion, I do 
get twice as many questions. 

On second thought, maybe I'd just as 
soon have twice as many Star Wars 
figures to place on my plastic Death 
Star. I ' l l have to think about it. P 
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To Create a 
Jewish Child 
by Beth Greenfield 

How many people does it take 
to create a Jewish child? At 
first I thought that Jewish 

law was the final word and that it 
took just one person: the mother, 
who is me. Since my husband is 
Presbyterian, and I was neither 
affiliated with a Jewish congregation 
nor close to my family, I relied on the 
letter of the law and believed that 
since I , a Jewish woman, had birthed 
my daughter, she was already a Jew. 
That is true as far as it goes, and, for 
a long time, that is as far as it went. 

My husband and I had agreed before 
we married to raise any child or 
children we might have Jewish, but 
I had not thought about what, if 
anything, that would entail. For a 
few years after we had our daughter, 
all it meant was that she didn't take 
part in any religious activities at my 
husband's church and that my 
husband's family, who lives close 
by, knew not to mention Santa Claus 
to her nor to give her a cross for a 
present. For those few years, I did 
nothing about raising her as a Jew. 
I am ashamed to say I had no 
naming ceremony for her. Actually, 
since I had been living apart from 
any Jewish community for so many 
years, I'd never even heard of a 
naming ceremony. 

The Beginnings 

When she was about three, I realized 
that just telling her she was Jewish 
and keeping her out of church and 
away from Christian symbols and 
jewelry were far from being enough. 
Since it mattered so much to me that 
she be raised as a Jew, I had to start 
doing things to ensure that she 
would have a strong Jewish identity. 

I did what I could to make my home 
a Jewish home. I started lighting 
Friday night candles; I had tiny 
family Passover seders; I celebrated 
Hanukkah. I hung a mezuzah on 
the door frame and a Chagall poster 
on the wall. 

Instilling a sense and knowledge of 
Judaism in my daughter was, after 
all, totally up to me. My husband 
believes in his own faith. While he 
has gotten, after thirteen years of 
marriage, attuned to certain aspects 
of Judaism, such as picking up the 
subtle signals of anti-Semitism, at 
least in people he doesn't much like 
anyway, he is still totally separate 
from my religion. He is happy to 
receive his gifts at Hanukkah, and 
agreed to participate in the Passover 
seders after I promised to make him 
a Passover brisket, the only meat dish 
I ever cook. I pointed out to him last 
year that after twelve years of 
marriage, surely he knows the chorus 
of "Dayenu" already; so now he sings 
that one word during the seder. He 
stands politely during the Shabbat 
blessings and drinks the wine and 
eats the challah. He goes with us to 
Jewish museums and sites when we 
travel, and has even suggested a few I 
hadn't thought of. But that's about it. 

Further Developments 

Having Jewish artifacts and celebra
tions in my home still didn't seem 
like enough. An article that I had 
skimmed in a bookstore noted that 
the single most important factor in 
the strengthening and keeping of the 
Jewish identity of a child with only 
one Jewish parent is whether the 
child was accepted in the Jewish 
community. So I joined a local 

Beth Greenfield was raised as an 

Orthodox Jew in Brooklyn, New York. 

After many years of not practicing 

her religion, she is now an ardent 

member of a traditional egalitarian 

Conservative synagogue in 

l\/laryland. 
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synagogue. My daughter, from the 
age of three, was usually the only 
child at the synagogue on Friday 
nights. She became quite popular 
with the people who regularly 
attended that service. 

For seven years, the synagogue and 
its congregants were our Jewish 
community. The fact that my 
husband never attended services 
with us became more and more 
irrelevant as more and more people 
greeted us and kissed us when we 
entered the building. Although her 
father didn't always get home from 
work before we left for the reading 
of the Book of Esther, dozens of 
other adults admired my daughter's 
Purim costume each year. We had 
somewhere to go to be with people 
whom we assumed shared precisely 
our feelings of confusion, depression, 
and anger when news from Israel was 
bad. The congregation was the first 
witness to Sarah's debut on the 
bimah [dais] as a reader of a prayer 
in Hebrew. And last year, on Simchat 
Torah, I was chosen to be the Bride 
of the Torah, and glowed both from 
the honor and from the pride in 
the eyes of the women in the 
congregation. 

After a few years in the synagogue, 
I started making friends. The wider 
Jewish community in our lives was 
the whole synagogue. And then there 
was the narrower community of 
people I was particularly close to: 
women who would invite us to their 
home to mark the Jewish holidays— 
a feast after Rosh Hashanah services, 
a buffet to break the Yom Kippur 
fast, a quick kiddush in the sukkah 
before the rains came. A few of the 
women began to meet every two 
months to discuss Jewish books. 

And one woman in particular 
engaged us to meet every Friday 
night to attend services, to make the 
brachot [blessings] and share the 
Shabbat dinner, and to discuss the 
weeklyparasha [Torah section]. 

Continuing Journey 

Recently, however, came the divorce 
. . . from my synagogue. I 'm still 
married to my Presbyterian husband, 
and we still travel our separate 
spiritual journeys, I in hand with 
my daughter and he in tune with 
most of the rest of the country. But 
I have had to leave my synagogue, 
for reasons not relevant here, and 
thus my sense of being part of 
concentric circles in that Jewish 
community. 

I joined a new synagogue a few weeks 
ago and am doing everything I can to 
ensure that we become integrated 
into new circles. We attend services 
at least twice weekly, and I have 
joined the Religious Committee, the 
Rosh Chodesh Group, and the PTA. 
But my daughter's acceptance into 
our new synagogue community came 
in a very special way. Although she is 
only ten, the rabbi counted her as the 
tenth person in a minyan [prayer 
quorum] one night. When he said 
that when it comes to being a part 
of religious services, my child was 
more important than even the Torah, 
I knew that we had found a new and 
wonderful Jewish community for 
ourselves. 
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The Interfaith Dilemma: 
Two Religions, One Child 
by Liz deBeer 

•

nervously sat in the rabbi's office 
with my Presbyterian fiance a few 
months before our wedding date. 

The rabbi Hsted the reasons our 
relationship might fail: the relatively 
high divorce rate among interfaith 
couples, the conflict over the 
potential children's religion, and 
my family's commitment to Judaism. 
Now over four years have passed; 
my fiance is my husband and the 
hypothetical child is our baby Polly. 
Polly's birth has brought a renewed 
need for us to look at our faith and 
to learn how other interfaith 
families have worked through 
the same issues. 

Which is the best choice? It doesn't 
seem to matter, according to The 
Intermarriage Handbook: A Guide 
for Jews and Christians by Judy 
Petsonk and Jim Remsen [recently 
out of print. Ed.]. However, they add, 
"Both parents must agree with and 
stand behind the religious pattern you 
have chosen for your home" [their 
italics]. I interviewed several friends 
and relatives to learn more about the 
different choices available. 

Various Options 

Doug and Hiromi Grob have opted 
to raise their three-year-old son 
Howie as a Jew, even though Hiromi 
views Judaism as both a religion and 
an ethnicity, excluding some of her 
Japanese Buddhist/Christian heri
tage. "We looked at the two of us 
and asked which is the most qualified 
to provide a religious component to 
Howie's life," explains Doug, a 
Conservative Jew. 

Louis Lazaron and his wife Leigh 
wanted to raise daughter Molly 
Episcopalian, Leigh's faith. "We 
wanted Molly to have one religion. 

We value the structure rehgion 
brings to your hfe in terms of 
morals," says Louis. 

When it was time to baptize Molly, 
the Lazarons wanted Louis's parents 
to be able to participate, so they held 
a nondenominational naming 
ceremony based on Pure Words: 
A Collection of Special Prayers by 
Isaac P. Mendes in the grandparents' 
home. Louis's parents' flexibility and 
tolerance have helped Leigh and him 
create the unified home they desired. 

Most clergy advise interfaith couples 
to chose one religion for their child. 
"The greatest gift you can give your 
child is a sense of rootedness in 
either religion," notes Rabbi Scott 
Shpeen, senior rabbi of Congrega
tion Beth Emeth, Albany, NY. 

Nevertheless, some choose to raise 
children without a rehgion or to 
create a dual religious home. Jim 
Muhlfelder and his former wife 
Barbara chose the latter. Their three 
kids, now in their teens, celebrated 
Passover and Easter, Hanukkah and 
Christmas. As Katie, fourteen, said, 
" I don't consider myself one religion, 
I'm me." 

While a dual religious home is 
attractive, it also seems precarious: 
a seesaw always threatening to tip 
one way or the other. In the begin
ning, it might be easy, celebrating 
all holidays in a nonsectarian 
manner. "But when the child gets 
older, the difficult question arises: 
Can you be both Jewish and Chris
tian?" notes Dru Greenwood, director 
of the Commission on Reform Jewish 
Outreach based in New York City. 

Furthermore, there's always the 
chance the child will feel that a vote 
for Judaism is a vote for the Jewish 

Liz deBeer is a freelance writer living 

with her family in New Jersey. 
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parent and vice versa. Still, most 
clergy stress the importance of 
exposing the children to both 
parent's backgrounds. "Whether 
children are baptized or not, let 
them know who they are in the 
traditions in their own blood 
streams," says Reverend Robert 
Lamar, Presbyterian minister and 
executive director of Capital Area 
Council of Churches, Albany, NY. 

Step Hghtly when the children are 
young, notes Imam Ibrahim Buker, 
educator at the Islamic Society of 
Monmouth County, Middletown, NJ. 
"Do not present contradictions until 
the child is mature. (While the child 
is young), concentrate on the ten 
commandments," he says. 

Our Choice 

Ted and I attended various religious 
services including, eventually, one 
at the local Unitarian-Universalist 
church. We felt comfortable that 
there was no mention of Jesus or 
God. Several couples we met were 
also in Jewish/Christian relation
ships. The church even offered 
Yom Kippur and Christmas services. 
It seemed perfect for us. 

"(Unitarian-Universalism) lends 
itself to interfaith families because 
we value diversity," says our minister. 
Reverend Kathleen Hepler of the 
Lincroft Unitarian Church, Lincroft, 
NJ. However, she notes that it is a 
difficult religion for those who take 
it seriously because there is "an 
implied search"—no one tells you 
what you believe. 

We may discover other problems 
when Polly is about three, when 
children typically begin asking 
questions about religion, according 

to The Intermarriage Handbook. 
The authors point out, "There are 
so few Unitarians ... overall, so a 
child can easily feel isolated. (The) 
intellectual can be difficult for small 
children to grasp. It can be hard for 
a child to explain to peers what a 
Unitarian ... is or believes." 

How will Polly react to anti-Semitic 
attitudes? Will she view herself as 
Unitarian, or half Jewish and half 
Christian? What if she converts to 
another religion when she becomes 
an adult? Ted and I realize these 
questions cannot be answered now, 
but at least we've made the first 
decisions. 

No matter which option interfaith 
couples choose, they should keep a 
few basic rules in mind. "Be honest 
with yourself in where you stand in 
your faith. That is the ground point 
you move from," says Jerrie Goeway, 
director of the Family Life Office of 
the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Albany, NY 

Finally, remember that children can : 
learn valuable lessons from their 
diverse background. "In pluralist 
America, your children will not be 
alone in having multiple cultural 
roots. In addition, being aware of 
their ethnic mix can broaden your 
children and make them especially 
sensitive to others," notes The 
Intermarriage Handbook. Although 
the divorce statistics seem ominous, 
many interfaith couples have 
discovered ways to work through the 
inevitable conflicts and to create 
solutions. Talking to others who have 
made their interfaith marriages work 
has eased much of our anxiety. We 
feel more confident about raising our 
child to be a mentally healthy, 
spiritual adult. ^ 
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Therapeutic Needs of 
Judeo-Christian Children 
by Catherine Grandsard 

My parents were married 
in the U.S. in 1957, by 
two Reform rabbis my 

father—a non-practicing Catholic 
from Belgium—had managed to talk 
into performing the ceremony. The 
wedding took place in my mother's 
parents' house, despite her father's 
opposition: he was dismayed by the 
prospect of his daughter marrying 
a man who not only wasn't Jewish, 
but wasn't even American. Both my 
parents were non-religious and they 
decided not to circumcise their sons, 
nor baptize any of their children. 
My three brothers and I were raised 
in France. 

At home, we joyously celebrated 
Christmas (my Jewish mother 
enthusiastically taught us her favorite 
carols!) and had a yearly Easter egg 
hunt. No other holidays were 
celebrated, nor did we ever attend 
religious services of any kind. In fact, 
I patronizingly pitied my Christian 
friends with whom I occasionally 
went to Sunday Mass for still 
engaging in such an antiquated 
activity. We were an enlightened 
family: we knew there was no God. 
My parents were progressive; they 
were interested in bringing forth a 
new world: a world of social justice 
and freedom. 

As youngsters, we were encouraged 
to be creative, questioning, rebel
lious. We spoke two languages, we 
traveled, we went to museums, we 
talked and argued endlessly about 
everything. Everything but religion. 
It never dawned on any of us to 
discuss religious issues. We were 
positively modern; we were civilized; 
we were above ritual or religion. The 
environment, Italian Renaissance 
painting, politics, Gothic architec
ture, Shakespeare, Balzac, Faulkner, 

these were worthy subjects of 
discussion. But God? Jesus? 
Abraham? Moses? Figures of 
a bygone era. 

Fifteen years after their wedding, 
my Jewish grandmother died and 
my mother attended the funeral in 
the U.S. She returned to France with 
a menorah, the first explicitly Jewish 
object to appear in our house. Slowly, 
imperceptibly, our nuclear family 
success story began to crack. It 
eventually ended in a bitter divorce 
battle that lasted almost as long as 
the marriage had. And in the eye of 
the storm were we: the kids, teenag
ers and young adults by then. 

Whose side were we on? The Jewish 
American side, or the Catholic 
French side? Such, indeed, were 
the terms of the debate. And when 
things hit rock bottom, both my 
parents resorted to barely disguised 
ethnic-religious slurs. What hap
pened? Evidently my parents, 
educated, sensible, intelligent people, 
were overwhelmed by forces they 
couldn't control. And my brothers 
and I were left with rather complex 
belonging issues to contend with. 

Today, in France, where Jewish 
officials estimate the interfaith 
marriage rate at 47 percent, inter
marriage between Jews and non-
Jews has become a topic of great 
concern within the Jewish commu
nity, especially with regard to the 
offspring of these marriages. Yet in 
the fields of psychology and psycho
therapy very little has been written 
addressing the specific needs of this 
population. 

As a clinical psychologist and the 
child of an interfaith marriage, I am 
currently researching what I have 
somewhat provocatively termed 

Dr. Catherine Grandsard is a 

ciinical psychologist who works 

in an outpatient clinic for substance 

abusers and their families in Pans. 

Her current research topic is "The 

Psychology and Psychopathology 

of Adult Children of Jewish/Chrishan 

Interfaith Families." 
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Help for Children 

A five-year-old child of interfaith 

parents has been diagnosed 

with Acute Lymphoblastic 

Leukemia (ALL) and needs a 

bone marrow transplant. No 

one in his family is compatible; 

his best chance for a match is 

from another child of Jewish/ 

Christian parents. For more 

information, call Nora Kalve, 

847-952-9636. 

Jan Kaplan is interesting in 

learning more about children's 

curriculum development and 

teaching. Please contact her if 

you have information to share. 

Email: TNKAPLAN@aol.com 

Telephone: 901-767-4267 

"the psychopathology of Judeo-
Christian half-breeds" (the French 
word for half-breed, metis, is a 
descriptive term devoid of any negative 
connotations). To do so, I am using the 
ethnopsychiatric approach developed 
under the impetus of Professor Tobie 
Nathan (University of Paris). This 
approach defines culture as a deter
mining category for research in 
chnical psychology and provides 
appropriate conceptual tools to 
apprehend and describe the relation
ships between individuals and specific 
cultural groups that mainstream 
psychological theories based on a 
universal conceptualization of 
human issues do not. 

Case Illustration: Helen 

Helen is a professional woman of 
fifty, the mother of two daughters. 
Her own mother, a Polish Jew, lost 
her entire family at the hands of the 
Nazis, with the exception of her sister 
with whom she had fled to Switzer
land. Helen's father was a Calvinist 
from the French-speaking part of 
Switzerland. 

Both of Helen's parents are dead. 
Before dying, each requested a burial 
according to his or her respective 
tradition. Thus, Helen's father rests 
in the small cemetery of a Calvinist 
church and her mother is buried in 
the Jewish cemetery of their town. 
Since her mother's death three years 
ago, which followed the premature 
death of Helen's husband, a Swiss 
Protestant, Helen is preoccupied by 
one major question: where will she 
be buried when her turn comes? 
With her husband and father? Or 
with her mother? She experiences 
this as an urgent question calling 
for a firm decision, mostly for her 
daughters' sake. 

Yet though she has always thought 
of herself and her daughters as 
Jewish, she has always lived in a 
Christian environment, almost as 
if she were hiding. She sadly remem
bers an incident from her grammar 
school days. At the time, she wore a 
mezuzah that her mother had given 
her. The other children were mostly 
Christians. One day, someone asked 
her i f the mezuzah that had been 
found in the school yard belonged 
to her. Helen immediately recognized 
the object but firmly denied it was 
hers. 

At the end of our three-hour 
research interview, I told Helen that 
she should feel free to contact me if 
she wished to further discuss 
anything. Her answer was that one 
issue she'd like to explore was her 
constant feeling of being a foreigner. 
With tears in her eyes she added, 
"I 'm always an outsider." She has this 
feeling both in relation to the people 
who surround her in her daily life, 
Christian for the most part, and in 
relation to Jews in general, with 
whom she has little contact and 
whom she feels she may have 
betrayed. Hence her dilemma 
concerning the choice of a cemetery. 

In studying cases such as Helen's, 
my goal is not to uncover a so-called 
objective truth about the participants 
in my study, nor to diagnose disor
ders according to pre-established 
classifications. Rather, I am con
structing a truth with my subjects, 
in an interactive process. In other 
words, with their help, I wish to 
"make up" a distinctive psychopa
thology of "Judeo-Christian half-
breeds" as the first step in developing 
a treatment approach specifically 
geared to their needs. P 
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Creature Features for 
Interfaith Kids 
The summer months are great for 

Jewish/Christian famihes to find 
common themes about our heritages. 
Zoo visits make a good starting 
ground. 

Many Bible stories have animals in 
them, which kids relate to easily. For 
instance, a 5-year-old can under
stand that the dove is a symbol of 
peace, even though peace itself is a 
tough concept. For an 8- or 9-year-
old, stories of sheep and shepherds 
in the Bible tell us what to look for 
in a good leader and how people 
should care for each other. 

The diversity of animals is a perfect 
symbol of the diversity in our 
interfaith famihes. Children can 
see that every animal has its own 
manner of survival, reproduction, 
and living, but all animals live 
together in a dependent web of life. 

In Mark 7:24-30, a woman speaks 
with Jesus about her sick daughter 
and uses a story about a dog to 
explain her desperation and faith. 
She gets what she asks for because 
she persists and believes. Act this 
story out and the children under
stand about the hungry dog, the 
child, the desperate mother, and 
the meaning of the word faith. 

At Rosh Hashanah we hear the ram's 
horn and hear the story of Abraham 
and the ram that dies instead of 
Abraham's son Isaac. On Yom 
Kippur, we hear the story of Jonah 
and the big fish—the whale that 
saved Jonah so that he could carry 
God's messages to the city of 
Ninevah. At Christmas, the stable 
animals all represent safety and 
peace in the story. 

The story of the Peaceable Kingdom, 
Isaiah 11:2-9, is about how a good 

leader should rule his kingdom 
and what will happen if we have 
bad leaders. Animals fill the story 
and have lots of symbolism to 
challenge the kids. 

Getting creative 

I f you have a pet, consider using it 
as a starting lesson. We only have 
guinea pigs, so I chose to be inven
tive. I looked up turtles, but only 
found turtledoves. Still, the many 
passages on turtledoves illustrated 
the meaning of sacrifices and charity 
in both Testaments. 

The story of Noah is about steward
ship of the environment. The 
Hebrew word God presents to Noah 
is redah"-which does NOT mean to 
dominate the earth, but to have 
dominion over the earth and all its 
creatures—-an interesting distinction. 

Families can adopt an animal for 
real, or collect money to donate to 
the local humane society. Talk about 
caterpillars, cocoons and butterflies 
when you have to deal with questions 
from the kids about life and death. 
Start an ant farm or collect insects 
to explore community. 

Make animals out of recycled 
material from your home and yard. 
Our entire interfaith Sunday school 
group worked on papier mache 
animals for three months and used 
them for pinatas at our December 
party 

Our earth and its creatures show us 
the strength and beauty of diversity 
and give our children a simple way 
to relate to the amazing stories and 
common themes in both Judaism 
and Christianity 

Debi Tenner is the mother of two and 
teaches the Sunday School class for 
older children in the New Haven, 
Connecticut interfaith group. She 
currently works in the local public 
school system and has been a summer 
camp educator for the Congregational 
Churches of Connecticut. 
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The Perfect Keepsake 
for Interfaith Couples 

The Ketubah, or Hebrew marriage contract, has been a 

tradition since ancient times. The intent of this tradition 

is powerful and its meaning universal. A ceremonial and 

artistic document, a Ketubah witnesses a bride and groom's 

promise and commitment to love and honor one another. 

Now, for the first time, a Ketubah is available in language 

especially suited to interfaith couples. Rabbi Allen Secher 

of Chicago adapted the text and collaborated with an artist 

and a specialist in typography and fine printing to create 

this unique piece. The poetic and egalitarian style clearly 

expresses an interfaith couple's commitment to respect 

each other's heritage. It is a beautiful art piece, a keepsake 

and an ideal gift to reflect your love and support. 

D Send me the free, full-color miniature reproduction. 
I want to examine the colors and text before 
ordering. 

• Send me the full-size ketubah. Enclosed is $95 plus 
$10 .shipping and handling. (IL residents add $6 tax.) 

ACTUAL SIZE l6 X 20 INCHES IN SIX VIBRANT COLORS 

To order by telephone, call: 

312-913-9193 
Express delivery is available. 

To order by mail , f I f j l J 
complete the form 
and send it to: COMPANY 
P.O. Box 3218, Chicago, I l l inois 60654 
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