
Special Interfaith Families: 
Different Faiths, Same Sex 

When my husband and I 
were doing research for 
our book on intermar

riage, it occurred to me that it might 
be interesting to look at interfaith 
experience in same-sex marriages. 
Since so often the knottiest ques
tions and most challenging situa
tions come from ethnic and cultural 
differences that usually underlie 
religious differences, would the same 
tensions be found when the male-
female dynamic—with its culture-
bound expectations—was absent? 

For instance, i n our culture, tending 
and nur tu r ing extended-family 
relationships are usually felt to be the 
province o f the woman. At the same 
time, Jewish families tend to be more 
t ightly meshed, w i t h higher expecta
tions o f frequent contact and 
intimate communication, than is 
common among Christian or secular 
gentile families. We knew from our 
own experience that this cultural 
difference could cause conflict i n 
heterosexual interfaith marriages: 
my Jewish mother-in-law was 
insulted i f I didn't call her every 
day that we were staying in the same 
town (and my sister-in-law, who 
lived in the same town, in fact called 
her every day). M y own mother 
would have thought there was 
something wrong i f I 'd kept phoning 
wi th nothing in particular to say. 

Another example: we had found, 
early in our marriage, that our 
attitudes towards the role o f ex
tended family in our financial lives 
were different. Ned thought nothing 
o f asking his mother for a loan to 
tide us over a tight period; I would 
have had to be much closer to 
starving to go to my parents. 
Conversely, his mother expected 

to be consulted when we made 
major financial decisions, and to 
be apprised o f our financial situation 
generally. M y parents changed the 
subject whenever we mentioned, 
for instance, Ned's salary or what 
we were going to give as a down 
payment on our house. We discov
ered, reading a (now out o f pr in t ) 
monograph by Dr. Joel C r o h n , t h a t 
these were common ethnic patterns: 
Jewish families, even where there 
isn't much money, tend to th ink 
of it as family money, to be managed 
cooperatively; non-Jewish families 
tend to th ink o f each couple as an 
economic uni t , ideally independent 
except in crisis situations. But I 
wondered how much my family's 
attitude had to do wi th other cultural 
stereotypes, i n this case the feeling 
that wage-earning is pr imar i ly the 
man's job, so to interfere or even take 
an interest i n our finances would 
be to imply that my husband was 
not a good provider? 

I only interviewed three gay/lesbian 
interfaith couples for that book, so 
my results were certainly unscientific 
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and anecdotal, but it looked as 
though the same ethnic and cultural 
differences persisted in such relation
ships. The experience also confirmed 
my not ion that looking at the 
interplay between same-sex couples 
can throw issues that also affect 
heterosexual couples into sharper 
relief 

When a raised-Christian (she later 
converted to Judaism) partner o f a 
Jewish woman said, speaking o f her 
partner's mother buying them an 
entire set o f china wi thout consulting 
them, " I totally couldn't deal w i t h i t ," 
many of my interactions w i t h my 
own mother-in-law became clearer— 
and funnier. 

Looking at same-sex interfaith 
couples can also give us insight on 
the attitudes o f religious institutions 
and our place in them. I have heard 
more than once o f same-sex couples 
who had relatively little trouble 
finding a rabbi to officiate at a 
binding ceremony, whether they 
called it a marriage or not, only 

Dovetail's mission is to provide a channel 
of communication for interfaith couples, their 
parents, and their children. No matter what 
their specific choices regarding faith for their 
home and children, the more interfaith 
families can share their ideas, experiences, 
resources, and support, the more they can 
make peace in their homes and communities. 
Jewish and Christian perspectives can dovetail. 

Believing that there are no definitive answers to 
the questions facing interfaith families, Dovetail 
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partners in interfaith marriages, as well 
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to be refused when the rabbi discov
ered one partner was not Jewish. 
Christian clergy, contrariwise, 
typically find the same-sex aspect 
a greater stumbling block than 
differing faiths. I would speculate 
that this contrast is due to the higher 
emphasis in Judaism on community, 
so that someone w i t h different 
traditions poses a threat, where 
Christianity historically focuses on 
individual salvation, so that conduct 
considered sinful or aberrant is a 
greater danger than interpenetration 
w i t h another faith group. 

Whatever the nature o f your interest 
in the challenges facing such couples, 
we hope that all our readers— 
heterosexual and homosexual—will 
find this issue useful and interesting. 
The article on conflict as opportu
ni ty should give us all food for 
thought, i n interacting wi th our 
religious institutions and wi th 
individuals w i t h whose choices 
we might not agree. ^ 
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Interfaith and Same-Sex Marriage: 
Differences and Similarities 
by Charles D. Lippman 

Interfaith heterosexual couples 
and same-faith, same-sex couples 
each face problems unique to ' 

themselves. But when a couple is 
both interfaith and gay or lesbian, 
their problems are compounded. 
And , although the vast majority of 
rabbis o f every opinion about 
interfaith marriage and same-sex 
marriage have argued that these are 
two totally different issues that must 
not be confused, we learn from the 
couple that falls i n both categories, 
the same-sex interfaith couple, that 
these two groups do share crucial 
common experiences. 

Personal Issues 
The defining characteristics o f 
interfaith and same-sex couples are 
constitutionally different. Unless one 
believes that marriages are bashert 
[forged by destiny], or that sexual 
attraction must always end in 
marriage, heterosexual interfaith 
marriage is a choice freely made by a 
man and a woman. Couples meet 
and at every step o f the way they 
decide either to continue their 
relationship or to end i t . Any 
opposition to the marriage by family 
and friends is predicated on the fact ' 
that marrying a person o f another 
faith is a conscious choice. For much ' 
o f Jewish history, in which marriages 
were often arranged anyway, marry- ' 
ing an individual who was not Jewish 
was just not a possibility, and, i f it 
were, a decision was virtually always 
made not to marry the non-Jew, or ' 
perhaps even not to marry at all. 
L imi t ing the choice o f marriage ] 
partners to Jews in no way compro
mised the individual's essence, even [ 
though it undoubtedly sometimes 
caused emotional trauma. 

Not so for same-sex couples. While 
marriage ceremonies for them are, o f 
course, essentially optional, same-sex 
relationships themselves are an 
expression o f the very sexual nature 
of the individuals. As Rabbi Paul 
Menitoff, Executive Vice-President 
of the Central Conference o f 
American Rabbis (Reform) recently 
wrote to his colleagues, "Choice is the 
major factor that defines the differ
ence between interreligious and same 
gender ceremonies." Whether a result 
o f nature, nurture, or a combination 
of the two, homosexuality for men 
and women is not a choice any more 
than heterosexuality is. To be sure, 
people have often stayed " i n the 
closet," sometimes marrying a person 
of the opposite sex and repressing 
their natural sexual desires because 
o f deeply ingrained societal and 
familial expectations. But today, gays 
and lesbians have gained more 
acceptance than i n the past and have 
more freedom to express their 
sexuality in the way in which they 
live their lives and present themselves 
to the wor ld . 

Institutional Issues 
The Reform rabbis, who have 
debated the issue o f interfaith 
marriage so many times and who 
took on the issue o f rabbinic 
officiation at same-sex marriages o f 
two Jews at their recent conference in 
Greensboro, have, as a body, accepted 
homosexuality as a normal expres
sion o f human sexuality. As Rabbi 
Meni tof f wrote, " I t is neither an 
honor nor a disgrace to be either 
heterosexual or homosexual. I t is 
simply a matter o f who we are." A n d 
so, officially, the Reform Movement 
endorses the marriage of any two 
Jewish adults, regardless o f gender. 
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while it continues to oppose rabbinic 
officiation at interfaith ceremonies 
uni t ing two individuals in marriage, 
whether they are heterosexual or a 
same-sex couple. 

There are, however, many Reform 
rabbis who are uncomfortable w i t h 
same-sex marriages and want no part 
o f them, and those who refuse to 
officiate at same-sex marriages are 
not necessarily the same rabbis who 
tu rn away interfaith couples, so, 
when a couple that is both same-sex 
and interfaith looks for a rabbi to 
officiate at their wedding, they 
quickly learn that their choices are 
few. I have officiated and co-
officiated at interfaith marriages for 
almost 30 years and at same-sex 
marriages for almost 20, and when a 
same-sex interfaith couple finds me, 
even in the supposed bastion o f 
liberalism that is Manhattan, it is as 
i f they have found a hidden treasure. 
Our meetings often begin w i t h a 
painful narrative o f what they have 
been through in their rabbinic 
search, often including rejection by 
the rabbi o f their youth, by "straight" 
rabbis unwi l l ing to officiate at a 
same-sex ceremony, and by openly 
gay and lesbian rabbis who would be 
happy to marry any two Jewish 
adults. Their gratitude at my 
willingness to officiate at their 
ceremony is always prominent. 

Perhaps this rejection by rabbis is the 
most common experience shared by 
interfaith and same-sex couples and 
is felt particularly keenly by couples 
who are both. True, neither interfaith 
marriages nor same-sex marriages 
are accepted by tradit ional Judaism, 
but the Reform rabbis rejecting all 
these couples do not accept tradi
tional Jewish law, halachah, as 
binding anyway. Reform, as the most 

liberal organized movement in 
Jewish life, is based on the not ion 
that Judaism has survived because it 
has adapted to the wor ld around i t . 
So rejected couples sometimes 
understandably wonder whether they 
are being treated arbitrarily by these 
spiritual leaders at this moment o f 
their greatest need and vulnerability. 

At a Friday evening service at our 
temple a few weeks ago, during a 
discussion called "Changing Trends 
Among Rabbis Who Officiate at 
Interfaith Marriages," a recent bride 
asked perhaps the most salient, basic 
rhetorical question o f all. I had co-
officiated at her wedding to a non-
Jewish man after they had been 
rejected by her rabbi, and now they 
belonged to my congregation. "Who 
are these rabbis to judge us?" she 
asked. "Whether we're interfaith 
couples or same-sex couples, what 
gives them the right, what gives 
anyone the right, to decide whether 
our marriages are valid or worthy?" 

Every couple contemplating mar
riage faces hurdles. But interfaith and 
same-sex couples frequently face 
opposition from every quarter, and 
they have often been forced to 
confront their actions and to justify 
themselves and even who they are 
before family, friends, and clergy, all 
o f w h o m are theoretically there to 
provide them wi th comfort and open 
arms but who all too often extend 
their hand to keep a distance and to 
reject. As a rabbi, I believe that all 
those who are fortunate enough to 
connect w i th another in a meaning
ful, intimate, loving way, partners 
who are interfaith or same faith, 
heterosexual or same sex, deserve 
dignity and respect as people created 
in the image o f God. ^ 

Rabbi Dr. Arthur Blecher 
Licensed Professional Counselor, 
Washington, DC 

Nancy Nutting Cohen 
Founding Member, Twin Cities Interfaith 
Support Group, Minneapolis, M N 

Dr. Eugene Fisher 
Director of Catholic-Jewish Relations, 
National Conference of Catholic Bishops' 
Secretariat for Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs and a member of the International 
Vatican-Iewish Liaison Committee, Washing
ton, DC 

Rev. Bettv Gamble 

June/July 2000 page 4 



Conflict As Opportunity 
by Abby Mendelson 

There is a congregation o f our 
acquaintance w i t h a history 
of differing about which 

psalms to sing at what t ime of year. 
When they hired a new minister, 
he walked into the long-standing 
conflict. Dur ing his first worship 
service, one side shouted, "Sing this!" 
while the other side hollered, "Sing 
that!" 

"Well," the minister said, surprised 
by the vehemence w i t h which both 
arguments were presented, "there is 
certainly reason on each side. But in 
the interests o f peace, let us ask: what 
have you done before? What is the 
custom of this congregation?" 

At that, one congregational elder 
stood, bowed his head, and said, 
"Minister, this IS our custom." 

Conflict is Necessary 
Unfortunately, not all conflicts are 
so benign. Indeed, there is l i t t le 
doubt that much intra-congrega-
tional conflict is far more fierce, and 
is universally viewed as something 
bad. I n her "A Few Learnings," 
Mennonite conciliator Carol 
Schrock-Shenk writes that congrega
tions should remember that " i t is 
critical to believe that conflict is 
natural—and that belief allows us to 
learn the skills necessary to deal well 
w i th it . . . . Because we need conflict. 
We need our differences. 

"Look at Genesis," she adds. "It's 
a study about the or igin o f conflict. 
God threw caution to the w i n d and 
created the most unimaginable 
diversity—in which conflict is 
inherent. Look at the food chain, 
for example, or at humans. We are 
given both individual uniqueness 
and the freedom to make our own 
choices. You want conflict? That's 

the recipe for i t . I f I were God, 
I t h ink I might have gone wi th 
a plan that has a little less diversity, 
a little less chance for things to go 
awry. But God didn't . A n d in the 
end, God said, Tt is good.' 

"So that we have to remember that 
conflict is holy ground," she contin
ues, "that God is present in powerful 
ways—if we choose to be open. 
Remembering that allows us to ask, 
'What is God saying to us?' rather 
than, 'What went wrong here?' 
Through our frustration and 
confusion [we must remind our
selves] that we are a communi ty 
discerning God's w i l l i n the midst 
of our differences—not enemies 
fighting for victory." 

"Conflict avoidance is incredibly 
stultifying," agrees Minnesota-born 
Rabbi James Gibson, who often gives 
sermons on conflict resolution. " I t 
nulHfies human experience." 

Given the right outlook, then, 
conflicted congregants come to such 
a realization, sooner or later. First, 
however, they need to exercise 
patience. Typical is the reaction o f 
one man who, entangled in a bitter 
congregational dispute, said, " I am 
not going to let them make me react. 
I am going to pray for them un t i l 
I can honestly feel love for them. 
However, this may take awhile, so 
I better put some pillows under my 
knees." 

Adds national conflict mediator 
Ronald Kraybill i n his "Conflict 
Habits: Divided by Conflict vs. 
Bound Together by Conflict," each 
person in the conflict should "initiate 
affirmation o f fellowship, pray for 
openness, [realizing that] God w i l l 
speak and work through us i f we 
each do our part." 
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As such, some say that intra-
congregational conflict should 
be viewed as a blessing, as a great 
opportuni ty for a deeper under
standing o f oneself and others, for 
an appreciation o f and participation 
in the faith community, for congre
gational growth, and, eventually, for 
healing. 

"When l ightning strikes the forest," 
Jewish educator Sender Ben Tevye 
reminds us, "the resulting fire can 
be horrific. But i t also clears out 
much dead matter that impedes 
new growth. So it is the fire—the 
conflict—that brings forth change." 

How to Heal 
H o w do we begin to welcome con
flict as opportunity? As Rosalind 
Diamond, a California-based con
flict resolution mediator, has noted 
in her "Welcoming Conflict: Conflict 
Resolution as a Creative Process," 
"The first step . . . is assisting people 
to see that conflict is . . . an inherent 
part o f our human condi t ion . . . full 
o f creative potential, [bringing] forth 
a profound commitment to empow
ering each other, and to encouraging 
the uti l ization o f all o f our construc
tive capacities as human beings. In 
fact," she adds, "it is not possible to 
have closeness without times of 
conflict." [Emphasis added.] 

"Many people define the word 'peace' 
as the absence of conflict," comments 
Midwest-based Methodist minister 
Larry Homitsky. "That's wrong. 
Conflict is healthy—when i t , like 
peace, is the balance o f all tensions. 
After all, i f a body is completely 
without conflict, or tension, it's 
dead. It's the same wi th a congrega
t ion . You need creative tension for 
growth. Put another way, i f all the 

congregants feels things are fine, 
status quo, they have already started 
to decline." 

As an example o f health-giving 
conflict. Reverend Homitsky cites 
one congregation which was terribly 
embroiled about where to bu i ld a 
new parsonage. While the conflict 
was not the bitter, schismatic k ind , 
it was painful enough. Yet wi thout 
i t , he says, and the self-definition it 
gave the congregation about its goals 
and objectives, three years later the 
congregation would not have 
enjoyed its enormous success: 
its first preschool, after-school, 
contemporary service—and 160 
new families. 

Finally, as mediator David Brubaker 
writes in his seminal "Rituals for 
Letting Go," conflict should end 
wi th the parties acknowledging 
the hurts, proclaiming their good 
intentions, stating a clear desire to 
restore good relationships, making— 
and receiving—necessary apologies, 
and, perhaps most important , 
planning an appropriate ri tual 
o f reconciliation. 

Only then can the conflict reach its 
necessary apotheosis: when success is 
on the rise and the healing begins. ^ 
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Same Sex, Different Faiths: 
One Family's Story 
by Elizabeth Ahmann 

T W and JD met twenty years 
ago and were friends for five 
years before deciding to become 

lifelong partners. They have two sons, 
ages nine and five. I (Elizabeth 
Ahmann [EA]) met with them to 
discuss being a lesbian "interfaith" 
family. They asked that their initials 
be used rather than their names. 

EA: Tell me about your religious 
backgrounds. 

JD: I was raised in a liberal Reform 
Jewish family. At that t ime, i t was 
rare for girls i n my Temple to be 
Bat Mitzvah. So none of us went to 
Hebrew school, but my sisters and 
I all went to Sunday School and were 
confirmed. When I was young, we 
went to temple for high holy days, 
but we didn't go to services every 
week. We celebrated the holidays 
w i t h our extended family around 
us. Gradually, my family and I drifted 
away from being religious, as family 
member after family member got 
cancer and religion was not a source 
of comfort. M y father never really 
believed in God, which seemed odd 
to all o f us when we were younger. 
After my sister died, my father went 
to temple dur ing the period when we 
were sitting shiva. It was the first 
t ime he had been to temple in years. 
He came back crying because he had 
felt no connection at all to the rabbi 
or the service, and nothing had 
helped or comforted h i m . That 
was a major breaking point for all 
o f us. Now my parents don't cel
ebrate all the holidays anymore. 
In fact, they probably stopped when 
we went away to college. M y parents 
might light Hanukkah candles i f we 
are visiting, and they might be 
invited to a seder, but I am the 
only one in my family who reguarly 
celebrates the holidays. 

TW: I was raised Southern Baptist. 
M y parents sent us to church because 
they thought i t was important for us 
as kids, though they didn' t go 
themselves. Ini t ial ly I went to church 
w i t h an open heart, eager to learn 
everything and to know and live 
the teachings. In fact, the evolution 
of my own spiritual life, an evolution 
that has taken me away from 
organized religion, started as a child 
when I d id go to church on Sundays. 
Wanting to deepen myself spiritually 
has led me to where I am today. I feel 
I have incorporated and gone beyond 
that starting point my parents gave 
me so many years ago. However, I 
am sure my mother would not 
understand that. 

M y mother is a Fundamentalist 
Christian. For her, my being lesbian 
and non-religious, and having a 
Jewish partner, are all reasons to be 
worr ied about my soul and my place 
in heaven. In fact, she once wrote to 
me of her concern that I was pos
sessed by Satan. I t took me a while 
to decide how I wou ld respond to 
that. I wrote a draft letter and edited 
i t several times. I said that I felt that a 
lot of my strengths—including being 
honest and true to myself—were gifts 
that came from the religious values 
she instilled i n me, and I assured her 
that I was not possessed by Satan. 

Honesty was an expressed value in 
my family, yet when I was ultimately 
honest about my sexuality, i t was too 
hard for them to deal w i t h . Somehow 
that idea that i t is okay for me to be 
who I am but not okay to express 
that fully i n my life was not 
honest to me. 

Al though it has hur t that my mother 
chooses the r igidi ty o f her beliefs 
over me, I have come to realize, w i t h 
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maturity, that her own social support 
structures may have made that 
choice necessary for her. We used 
to be close, so we have both lost the 
potential to deepen our relationship, 
and I th ink she feels that too. She 
doesn't visit her grandchildren— 
she simply could not visit our house 
because o f who we are—so she only 
sees them from time to time and is 
missing out on knowing them well. 

E A (to JD): How was it for your 
family to learn that you would 
become life partners w i t h a woman, 
and a woman wi th a Christian 
background at that? 

JD: I th ink that because my family 
is extremely liberal, T's fundamental 
Baptist, small-town background was 
more o f a hurdle to overcome than 
the fact that she is not Jewish. I th ink 
there was some apprehension about 
what they would have in common 
w i t h her, given our different back
grounds. 

EA: Have religious discussions 
specifically come up w i t h your 
families? 

TW: One day, years ago when we 
were visiting my family, 1 had gone 
out, and J was sitting w i th my family 
on the porch, rocking, and looking 
out at the view of the lake. Out o f 
nowhere, there was no conversation 
going on at the time, nothing leading 
up to i t at all, my mother asked J, "So, 
do Jews believe in Jesus?" J handled it 
pretty well, but 1 have wondered why 
it came up then. 

JD: I th ink I said, " I believe there 
was a man named Jesus and I don't 
believe any other part of the story." 
No one said a thing, they just sat 
there and resumed silently rocking. 

I sat there as long as 1 possibly could, 
then I ran to tell T what happened! 

EA: Tell me about your religious 
or spiritual lives now. 

JD: 1 would say T is probably more 
spiritual than I am. 

E A (to T W ) : H o w about you? 

TW: I would say we are agnostic. 
I have strong spiritual beliefs, but 
they are hard to put into words 
wi thout distorting them. We cel
ebrate Christmas and Hanukkah, 
Easter and Passover, but our connec
tions to these religious celebrations 
are very cultural i n nature. M y 
spiritual quest is not religious in 
nature. M y beliefs are more natural
istic. For me the religious holidays 
are most meaningful in their root 
connections to the natural w o r l d — 
Passover and Easter for me celebrate 
that and mark spring, for example. 
We celebrate Christmas not as a 
Christian holiday; the b i r t h o f Christ 
doesn't play into it for us, although 
I do tell our children that 1 like that 
people are celebrating a baby's b i r th . 
We have a pagan tree, we do the 
Santa Claus thing, we read "'Twas 
the Night," and we enjoy sharing lots 
o f gifts w i th family and friends. We 
do tell the boys about the religious 
aspects o f the holidays though. We 
say, "Christians believe this," or 
"Jews believe that." 

They know that Grandma believes 
this certain thing, I was raised wi th 
that belief, and J was raised wi th 
another. A n d we teach the kids 
what is appropriate to say to which 
grandparent: "Merry Christmas" 
or "Happy Hanukkah," for example. 
This is a way to teach them respect 
for others and their beliefs, to be 
sensitive, and not to judge. 
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JD: The celebrations are also tied to 
our own past, traditions. Celebrating 
holidays was an important part o f 
our family as a child. I want to carry 
on traditions that I celebrated as a 
k id . The traditions connect me to 
childhood memories and to family. 
Celebrating the holidays is also part 
o f teaching our boys about all sorts 
of things. I want them to understand 
the basic meaning o f the holidays. 
At Hanukkah, for example, we have 
latkes and songs, and I read them 
books about the holiday. I also want 
them to know the Passover story. 
I grew up w i t h the Maxwell House 
haggadah. Every year I t ry to find 
just the right haggadah for the 
boys—a less militaristic orientation, 
and expressing things I believe i n , 
but also not too long for them. Every 
year I th ink I should put together my 
own haggadah from bits and pieces 
that I like. A n d here we are again in 
spring and I haven't done it! Maybe 
when they are grown I w i l l have time 
to finally put it together and I can 
pass it on to my grandchildren! 

EA: As a couple or a family, have 
you ever considered belonging to 
a church or temple? 

JD (laughing): Well, certainly not 
a church like T grew up in! We d id 
t ry a gay temple once, but it just 
wasn't a fit. Sometimes I th ink about 
taking the boys to church or temple 
but when the question comes up, i t 
never seems quite right. 

TW: For me, doing this doesn't seem 
honest i f 1 am not sharing something 
1 believe or providing them some
thing they are asking for. 

EA: Do you find any conflict i n 
celebrating holidays o f both t radi
tions? 

TW: The patriarchal aspects o f the 
haggadah are just as distasteful to me 
as are the patriarchal aspects o f the 
Bible as they in fo rm a philosophy on 
which to bui ld one's life. That is why 
we have created our own traditions 
as we celebrate the holidays. Bringing 
the family together to celebrate in 
our own ways, connects both o f us 
to our individual roots. 

JD: I have a li t t le problem when the 
holidays come very close together. 
1 don't like to have Hanukkah and 
Christmas decorations up at the 
same t ime for example. I th ink i t 
is both a logistical and a symbolic 
problem for me. 

EA: What about passing on religion 
to your boys? 

TW: We have very strong values and 
we let our kids know how we feel 
about what we value. For example, 
we share that we value being honest 
and k ind , and we share our view that 
every moment in life is important . 

1 want our boys to know that there 
are many possibilities for spiritual 
expression, and religion may or may 
not be part o f that. We also want 
them to know that people make 
different choices regarding that 
expression and that one fo rm is not 
right and another wrong. 1 feel 
understanding can deepen from 
many directions. So, we have never 
encouraged them in a religious 
pursuit, especially a single religion. 
We have never discouraged them 
either. Once when we visited my 
mother, my nine-year-old wanted 
to go to church w i t h her. 1 said yes 
w i th trepidation because I remember 
being afraid as a child o f the empha
sis on hell and brimstone. But 
1 decided it would be best to let h i m 
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Dovetail 

go and to discuss his reactions and 
questions later. Both he and my 
mother were proud that he went. His 
overall reaction was that it was sort 
o f bor ing, which is quite appropriate 
for his age in light o f the material 
they were covering. 

Recently, the same son has been 
asking a lot about Buddhism. We 
have a friend who has several books 
and statues o f Buddha, and I th ink 

this spurred his interest. I am trying 
to figure out what he wants to know, 
and we have checked out books from 
the l ibrary to help answer his 
questions. M y philosophy is to 
support my sons' growing minds and 
expanding awareness, but I don't feel 
we need to put them in a specific 
place for that. They are innately 
spiritual, and that is to be nurtured 
and honored, 
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