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A child is b o m . His interfaith 
parents are ecstatic, i n awe of 
the miracle of a new life. They 

want to share their joy w i t h their friends, 
families, and religious communities. 
They begin to think about baptisms, 
brises, and naming ceremonies, and 
about how to fashion a ritual that w i l l 
reflect their dual spiritual heritages. But 
i n Judaism, a hris is supposed to happen 
eight days after the birth, and the parents 
soon discover the difficulty of f inding a 
mohel or a rabbi who w i l l participate in 
their vision of an interfaith ceremony. 
A n d celebrating w i t h only a Christian 
baptism just doesn't seem complete. 

Hopefully, this issue of D O V E T A I L 
w i l l start interfaith couples th inking— 
long before an actual birth—about how 
they envision welcoming their children 
into the wor ld . There's a wealth of 
information and experience in these 
pages, shared by couples who have gone 
through the messy, miraculous process of 
celebrating a new life. 

Rites of passage can be a very special 
vehicle for celebration and commemora
tion of the importance of faith and family. 
For interfaith families, such rites often 
become an opporttmity to reflect upon 
and define the family's spiritual direction. 
The parents who write about their 
infants' welcoming ceremonies i n the 
Forum section of this issue of D O V E 
T A I L share their common experiences of 
struggle—^with family, theology, institu
tions—and their inevitable feelings of 
satisfaction and personal growth. 

Clergy who participate i n welcoming 
an interfaith child are forced to examine 
the choices encouraged by their o w n 
religious tiraditions and to confront the 
limits of their institutions' liturgies. Often 

they walk a fine line between 
acl<Tiowledgement and acceptance. In 
this issue's Opinion section, a United 
Church of Christ pastor reflects on the 
process of creating an interfaith baptism 
ceremony that respects the Christian 
nature of the ritual while simultaneously 
including a Jewish parent. 

Many D O V E T A I L readers w i l l 
undoubtedly identify w i t h the challenges 
described in this issue. Perhaps you have 
put together a welcoming ritual for your 
interfaith child or have been part of a rich 
and meaningful wedding ceremony. 
Maybe you've had to deal w i t h the 
coming of age or the death of an inter
faith relative. As D O V E T A I L collects 
life-cycle ceremonies and rituals created 
by Jewish-Christian families, in the hopes 
of publishing a resource book for clergy 
and interfaith families, we invite you to 
send us a copy of your ceremony. 

This issue also contains holiday ideas, 
including recipes for Passover and Easter 
and a review of a delightful Passover 
haggadah which captures the imagina
tion of children w i t h well-known tunes 
and finger puppets. We here at D O V E 
T A I L wish you the happiest and most 
meaiiingful of spring holidays! • 
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How Did You Mark the Birth of Your Child? 
DAVID AND PATTY 
KovACS li\'e in 
Chicago, Illinois, 
where he is an 
independent writer 
and she is a part-time 
high school counselor 
and full-time mom. 

he birth of a child is one of those 
life-altering, fainily-shifting key 
moments, when the new parents 

are in touch w i t h the Divine. The 
impulse to ritualize this sacred 
moment has been w i t h humankind 
since before our religions began. Each 
tradition has evolved its o w n cer
emony, bringing together key players 
whose lives w i l l be forever changed 
because of the birth of this child. 

However, for an interfaith family in 
which both traditions are honored, 
there's no script. What do you do 
when both mother and father have an 
investment in their own religious 
tradition and a respect and a value of 
their partner's? Extant rituals are not 
only exclusive to one religious tradi
tion, but also rituals of initiation and 
membership. We wanted to make an 
important shift i n focus: to celebrate 
the welcoming of our new child into 
our communities of faith. , i: ^ 

We took time to develop our 
ceremony—we d i d not follow the 
prescribed calendar of a set day when 
the bris or the christening should 
happen—and so we were able to 
examine the phenomenon of change 
going on in our lives. We wanted to 
celebrate not just the moment of bir th , 
but also the passion for this new life: 
that feeling of standing at the base of 
the mountain and proclaiming: 
"Hineni—here I am! Here is my 
child—Hallelujah!" No one can 
describe to an expectant parent that 
passion—how it germinates and 
explodes. Finally, we reached a point 
where we had to praise God, offer 
thanks, and recognize the hope 
embodied in this child. 

With our first child, our son Jacob 
John, our celebration took place nine 

months after his birth. We used the 
context of the Baptism, and adapted 
the ceremony, adding some Jewish 
elements, prayers and symbols. It 
was performed by the priest who had 
become our close friend and mentor. 
By the time our daughter Kelly Anna 
was born, we had gained the friend
ship and support of our rabbi. He 
and the priest agreed to perform a 
joint welcoming ceremony. Both 
ceremonies were i n fact very similar. 
Our second ceremony was an adapta
tion of the first, wri t ten under the 
guidance of both the priest and the 
rabbi. While both were extremely 
meaningful, we do feel that the 
second ceremony seemed more 
complete, enhanced both by the 
inclusion of the rabbi and the spiritual 
growth that we had made as a couple 
i n the intervening three years. 

H o w d i d we create these ceremo
nies? Just as w i t h our wedding 
ceremony, we first looked at the 
existing rituals in our traditions. We 
talked, learned, probed and laughed 
(for shorthand, we called it a 
"Bristening"). Because this was our 
ceremony, we were afforded the 
opportunity to create our o w n sym
bolic moments. For example, Kelly's 
namesake, her great-grandmother, 
abhorred serving food from a pot on 
the table and that had become part of 
the family lore. So when time came to 
talk about the importance of her 
name, a flower arrangement in a 
cooking pot was placed on the altar. 
Imagine this luxury in a traditional 
b ir th ceremony! We were able to take 
institutional rituals and re-shape them 
for individual expression. 

As w i t h so many other aspects of 
an interfaith marriage, creating a 
welcoming ceremony is an opportu
nity to educate your partner and re
educate yourself. We learned to toss 
out pre-conceived notions (i.e. that the 
water of baptism washes away 
original sin) and rediscover the true 
meanings behind the symbols (to a 
desert people, water was rare and 
was, in fact, life itself). 

In fact, the symbols that we in
cluded were from both of our tradi
tions. From Judaism, Pattv recited the 
traditional mother's prayer from the 
Brit Milah ceremony. We honored the 
importance of the child's name by 
giving personal recollections of those 
in our families for w h o m the child 
was named. The baby was given a sip 
of wine that the company had blessed. 

From the Catholic tradition, the 
godparents were asked to stri\'e to be 
examples of faith, hope and love to 
their goddaughter. Prayers of the 
Faithful were offered by father, 
mother, godparents, priest and rabbi. 
The traditional baptismal vows were 
rewritten as " A Commitment to a 
Faith-Filled L i fe " and the symbols of 
water, anointing w i t h oil , the baptis-
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mal robe, and the conferral of l ight 
were incorporated. 

We read from the Psalms and from 
the Gospel of Matthew ( "And so the 
one who makes himself as little as this 
little child is the greatest in the 
kingdom of heaven"). As we had 
done at our wedding, Patty recited the 
She'ma and David recited the Our 
Father. The personal remarks and 
benediction offered by our priest and 
rabbi were heartfelt and p o w e r f u l — 
not only were they both helping us 
share our traditions i n welcoming our 
child, they were celebrating their 
friendship in collaborating to perform 
this ceremony together. 

There are still people who are 
curious about the membership 
questions. ("Well, that's all well and 
good, but are your kids Catholic? Are 
they Jewish?") We'l l have to wait and 
see what they become. Wi th a balance 
of humor, love and acceptance, we 
stand hand in hand and say that we 
w i l l expose our children to faith-filled 
life, as we start them on their o w n 
spiritual journey. • . 

The Welcome Ceremony 
(excerpt from the Kovacs' service) 
Leader: Life comes from God, in 

whose image we are created. 
Guests: We thank the Lord for the 

gifts of this life. 
Leader: The greatest joy is the joy of 

ful f i l l ing God's commands. 
Guests: We rejoice in the privilege 

of taking part in this service. 
Leader: Man and woman are partners 

w i t h God in the miracle of bringing 
forth new life. 

Guests: We share the gratification 
felt by Patty and David. 

Leader: God is served through 
learning and fulf i l lment of the 
Torah—through justice, reverence, 
loving kindness, faith and humil i ty . 

Guests: We dedicate Kelly Anna to 
the service of God. 

Leader: May the Lord help Kelly to 
grow up in health and wi th wisdom, 
and may the parents be blessed wi th 
the physical and spiritual means of 
fulf i l l ing their responsibility. 

Guests: We pray for the welfare of 
Kelly, Jack, Patty and David. T 

aJANET LEHAN BLOOM 
is a teacher for the 
deaf in Northampton, 
MA, and lives in 
nearby Amherst with 
her Jewish husband 
and two children. 

A ccompanied by Louis 
Armstrong singing "What a 
Wonderful W o r l d , " my 

husband and I , our eleven-year-old 
son Jason, and our four-month-old 
son Alex walked into our family room 
to begin Alex's naming ceremony. 
This ceremony represented to us an 
affirmation of our great love and 
gratitude for our children's lives, a 
desire to give our child a Hebrew 
name i n memory of his great grand
parents and a middle name in honor 
of his Irish Catholic grandfather, and 
a culmination of years of thought and 
struggle about how best to impart our 
religious and cultural heritages to our 
children. Included in the audience 
were those dearest to us and our 
children: parents and grandparents, 
brothers and sisters, aunts and uncles, 
nieces and nephews and friends 
including five couples and their 
children from our interfaith group. The 
ceremony was officiated by my 
husband's cousin, Rabbi Jeff Sirkman, a 
Reform rabbi who enthusiastically 
helped us to put together a ceremony 
that would reflect our desire to give our 
sons a Jewish religious education while 
instilling a knowledge, love and respect 
for their Irish Catholic heritage. 

The journey leading to this day 
began twenty years ago when my 
husband Fred and I , then twenty-four 
and twenty, started dating. I am the 
oldest of seven children from an Irish 
Catholic family, and both my parents 
are devout Catholics. A l l my brothers 
and sisters are practicing Catholics, 
and our nine nieces and nephews are 
being raised in that faith. Fred grew 
up in a Conservative to Reform 
Jewish family. His only sibling, a 
sister, is also in an interfaith marriage. 
After three years together, we were 
married at a non-denominational 
college chapel w i t h a priest and rabbi 

present. At the time of our marriage 
we were both disillusioned w i t h our 
religious dogmas and practices but 
had strong ethnic and family identi
ties. Prior to our marriage, we met 
many times w i t h the priest who 
married us but had l imited contact 
w i t h the rabbi, who was f rom another 
state. Fred and I realized that it 
w o u l d be impossible for us to predict 
our feelings and actions about our 
future children's religious upbringing. 
We prayed that our love, communica
tion skills and our desire to maintain a 
close relationship that might eventu
ally include children w o u l d allow us 
to make the right decisions as they 
presented themselves. We d i d 
promise the priest that we w o u l d 
make decisions about our children's 
religious upbringing w i t h great care. 
We feel we have fulf i l led that promise 
to that open-minded and caring man. 

After five years of marriage, two 
experiences forced me to confront our 
interfaith issues. I experienced a long 
period of illness and gave birth to our 
first son. That period of crisis forced 
me to acknowledge that my spiritual 
resources were too l imited. When our 
son was three, we attended the 
Unitarian church in hopes of f inding a 
comfortable place to worship as a 
family. 

The people were lovely, but it d i d 
not feel right. After a few more years 
of celebrating both holidays w i t h 
family but w i t h a secular emphasis, 
we decided to join the Jewish Com
munity of Amherst on a trial basis. 
Rabbi Sheila Weinberg, a 
Reconstructionist rabbi, had recently 
been hired, and we knew a number of 
interfaith children who were enroUed 
i n their Sunday School program. A t 
the same time we became part of an 
interfaith group whose members have 
become our dear friends and a source 
of invaluable support. Recentiy, we 
made a wholehearted decision to give 
our sons a Jewish religious education. 
This decision on my part was heavily 
influenced by three factors. First, I felt 
m y sons w o u l d be identified as Jews 
by their last names. I wanted them to 
be proud of their Jewish heritage and 
felt that they w o u l d need a powerfully 
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positive experience to counteract any 
anti-Semitism thiey might encounter. 
Second, I have never been able to feel a 
deep attachment to Jesus Christ—I 
have always defined and felt God i n a 
different way. Previously a source of 
concern, I now came to see this as part 
of the Divine plan that had led me to be 
the mother of Jewish children and the 
wife of a Jewish man. Tfi ird, we Uve in 
a college community that is tolerant 
and diverse and has a strong network 
of interfaith families. 

When our second son, Alex, was 
born ten years after his older brother, 
we wanted to celebrate the miracle of 
his birth as well as the decisions we 
had made. This culminated i n a 
moving naming ceremony in which 
Hebrew and Irish blessings were said 
for him. Our decision to give h im a 
Jewish education came as a painful 
surprise to my parents. Having always 
been respectful of their children's 
privacy and aware that we celebrated 
both sets of religious holidays, they had 
been under the impression that I must 
have agreed to bring up our children in 
the Catholic faith, since a priest was 
present when we married. It took me 
sixteen years to have the courage and 
maturity to directly confront this issue 
wi th them. Fortunately, our relation
ship is stiong enough to weather our 
difference of opinion, and they treat 
our children as lovingly as their other 
grandchildren. 

We ended up having a hospital 
circumcision due to the fact that Alex 
was born a month early. We had been 
in the process of meeting w i t h a mohel 
but complications precluded that. A 
few months before Alex was born, my 
thirty-seven-year-old brother suddenly 
and tragically died. AU of us, but 
particularly my parents, were reeling 
wi th grief, and I was never able to tind 
an appropriate time for us to talk about 
this sensitive issue. We explained the 
extenuating circumstances to our rabbi, 
and she agreed to participate in a 
naming ceremony. The day after I 
spoke to my parents, she informed us 
that she didn't feel comfortable partici
pating in a naming ceremony if our 
baby had not been traditionally 
circumcised. She was wary of setting a 

precedent, knowing there were other 
families in the same situation. This was 
a low point for both of us. Although 
we felt good about our decision and the 
process of our decision, we felt sad
dened by my parents' hurt and unsup
ported by the leader of the Jewish 
conununity at such a critical time. We 
were fortunate to have a tremendous 
resource in Fred's cousin, whose 
unabashed enthusiasm created an 
atmosphere of healing goodwill . A 
few months later, prior to the Ffigh 
Holy Days and in keeping w i t h the 
theme of reconciliation, we discussed 
tfiis issue w i t h our rabbi and were able 
to resolve it. 

Alex's naming proved important to 
our family i n many ways. It estab
lished our right as a nuclear family to 
make decisions that we felt were best 
suited to us. It strengthened Jason's 
sense of Jewish identity and gave me 
an opportunity to provide more 
information about Christian beliefs to 
him. Jason made up a prayer for his 
brother, recited Hebrew blessings and 
poem written by a family friend about 
his feelings about his baby brother. It 
gave an opportunity for my husband to 
share fiis memories about his grand
parents as well as a vehicle to express 
our admiration and love for my father's 
sense of faith, family and spirituality. It 
also set the groundwork for the special 
relationship that has developed 
between Alex and his godparents. 

Our naming ceremony for our baby 
was in many ways a microcosm of the 
interfaith issues we have been living 
w i t h for the past twenty years. It 
proved to be a very rich and moving 
experience that propeUed us as a family 
and as individuals to grow. However, 
it had its share of hurt and disappoint
ment. At the conclusion of the cer
emony, our feelings mirrored those of 
the music we selected for our en-
h-ance—What a Wonderful World! T 

Brother's Prayer 
To my brother Alex: 
I have waited for you most of my life. 
I want us to be close even though we 

are ten years apart. 
I have a lot to teach you! 
I love you and think you are cute. T 

ALLAN GRANT, 
lives in Herndon, 
Virginia with his 
wife Beth Passehl 
and their 2-1/2 
vear-old son 
Michael. 

We aren't having a bris." 
"Whaddaya mean we're 

not having a bris?" 
Those statements opened up a 

w o r l d of confronting issues around 
faith, belief, rituals, who we are as 
individuals and what we want as a 
family. It meant that what worked for 
Beth and me as two adults w o u l d now 
be very different w i t h a child coming. 
Having a very successful interfaith 
relationship for over a decade i n 
which we incorporated celebrations of 
both faiths (Catholic & Jewish), we 
were always able to work around 
issues that came between us. We 
chose to have both a Christmas and 
Hanukkah celebration, a Seder, and 
occasionally we l i t Shabbat candles on 
Friday nights. Incorporating these 
rituals was easy, as we were adults 
and we could make choices that f i t us. 
They never seemed to interfere w i t h 
each other, and we could live side by 
side w i t h our mutual beliefs. 

But now our son Michael w o u l d 
soon be here. What are we going to 
do? For a while , Beth was even 
questioning whether to have h i m 
circumcised or not, an option I never 
even considered. When she asked me 
to explain w h y we should have the 
brit milah ceremony which w o u l d put 
h i m through such obvious pain and 
agony in public (and then serve bagels 
and lox afterwards), I was at a loss for 
words. Of course we w o u l d do this. 
It was something I never even consid
ered not doing, and therefore m y 
powers of logic and reason failed me. 

This was really throwing us for a 
loop. When we started to question 
the difference between a brit milah and 
a circumcision, we found ourselves 
coming f rom two very different 
perspectives. For me, there is no 
difference; for Beth there is, and how 
to reconcile these two divergent views 
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F O R U M 
proved to be one of the more puzzling 
aspects of this search. This search also 
snowballed into many other issues: 
not only the questions of circumcision 
itself, but w o u l d he receive a Hebrew 
name, and also if he does have a bris, 
w i l l this mean we're raising Michael 
as a Jew? The next thing we know we 
were arguing about bar mitzvahs that 
cost $25,000 and more. Who needs 
this??? After a period of multiple and 
often heated discussions, after talking 
w i t h close friends and family, and 
after a wonderfully coincidental 
episode of "thirtysomething," we 
were finally able to focus. 

By focusing on what we each 
needed, we relied upon opening our 
hearts to each other. It helped to 
write d o w n our needs and wants, to 
examine and question long held 
beliefs or ideas that seemed important 
wi thout understanding why, or what 
fueled that importance. Indeed, we 
uncovered a number of "shoulds" i n 
thinking through the choices. W i t h 
our individual needs clarified, we 
found out what is flexible and what is 
not. This allowed us to keep the 
immediate issue at hand—to decide 
on a brit milah ceremony or a compro
mise which w o u l d f u l f i l l both of our 
individual needs. 

Ultimately, we chose to have 
Michael circumcised at the hospital 
shortly after birth, to forego the brit 
milah and to have a naming ceremony 
instead. Tlus was not an easy com
promise, but it allowed us the most 
flexibility in making other choices 
d o w n the road. 

Having a naming ceremony of our 
o w n design w o u l d incorporate rituals 
f rom both faiths. By having the 
circumcision, we could carry on the 
Jewish covenant and the need for 
continuity between our family and 
God. Further, if we chose to raise 
Michael as a Jew, this was a place to 
start. The naming ceremony also gave 
us room to make other difficult 
choices. We were already over
whelmed w i t h having a baby and felt 
strongly that we d id not want a large 
family gathering soon after b ir th that 
the brit milah w o u l d cause. We could 
now pick a date eight weeks after 

Michael's bir th for the ceremony and 
the party. 

In addition, we struggled w i t h who 
w o u l d actually perform the circumci
sion and where. D i d this mean 
f inding a mohel—a complete stranger 
to us to do the procedure, or should 
we rely on our trusted obstetrician to 
do the circumcision at the hospital? 
W i t h the trust issue so important, we 
decided to have our doctor do it 
whi le I witnessed and said some 
silent prayers. 

We wrote our o w n ceremony as we 
do for all the holidays we celebrate. 
We gathered ideas f rom Jewish prayer 
books and other spiritual or inspira
tional readings and meditations 
gathered f rom a variety of sources. It 
was a time when we found ourselves 
questioning core concepts of faith. 
This stimulated incredible soul-
searching and fostered new levels of 
closeness in our marriage. It actually 
became an exciting time. We were 
discussing things we probably hadn't 
discussed since college-dorm-all-
night-marathon sessions. The sensi
tive and incredibly personal nature of 
the discussions was exhilarating, to 
say the least. We had some great 
fireworks! 

The naming ceremony became our 
compromise to a traditional brit milah 
and incorporated rituals of family 
participation, prayer, candle hghting, 
washing the child, and most impor
tantly, a formal and public acknowl
edgment of Michael's arrival into our 
extended network of friends, family, 
and history. 

Summarizing, we took stock and 
found out the important issues for us 
were: 
1. Michael w o u l d be circumcised, and 

this meant that the Jewish covenant 
w o u l d be fulf i l led. 

2. Beth decided Michael w o u l d not be 
baptized. 

3. I could honor my grandfather by > 
giving Michael his Hebrew name. 

4. We could bypass the overwhelming 
reality of dozens of people de
scending upon our house a week 
postpartum. 

5. We were able to maintain control of 
the ceremony. . . . 

6. We w o u l d have a great party 
showing off Michael to everyone! 
Overall, the naming ceremony 

enabled us to incorporate our most 
treasured rituals of faith along w i t h 
our prayers for Michael's safety, 
health, and well-being. The ceremony 
was a meaningful and profound 
experience for all of us involved, and 
we are extremely grateful for the 
many opportunities it provided in 
coming to terms w i t h questions of our 
faith and spirituality. T 

An Excerpt From the 
Possehl/Gront Ceremony 

In accordance w i t h the basic 
commandment mentioned in the 
Torah, Michael has been circumcised, 
and this act of faith w i l l forever bind 
h i m to his forefathers, Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob. Let h i m be known in Israel 
as Ze'ev Yitzhak ben Asher. We give 
h i m the name Ze'ev in memory and in 
honor of his paternal great-grandfa
ther; and we give h im Yitzhak which 
means "one who laughs," w i t h the 
hope that his whole life w i l l be filled 
w i t h joy. 

But today we are also incorporating 
the ritual of Brit Rehitzah, or the 
covenant of washing, as a symbolic 
action which closely draws upon both 
Jewish and Christian traditions that 
Beth and I bring to our family. The 
use of water in rituals dates back a 
long, long time in both faiths. The 
most common use of water in a 
newborn's rites is the baptism, or 
christening, where the child is wel
comed into a Christian family, but 
Jews use water for purification rites 
also. Think of the tradition of the 
mikvah, the purification rite. So today, 
we wash Michael's hands in the spirit 
of both faiths which symbolizes the 
pur i ty of his soul. • 
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I P E R S O N A L I T Y P R O F I L E 

Double the Challenges: 
Living in an Interfaith and Interracial Family 

D ebbie Feldman Jones is 38 and 
was raised as a Reform Jew, 
w i t h some exposure to ultra-

Orthodox relatives. She is a graphic 
designer. Weldon Andre Jones is 42, 
w i t h roots in the Baptist and Method
ist churches. He spent most of 
his childhood in a small town 
in northeast Pennsylvania. He 
teaches seventh grade geogra
phy. 

This is both Debbie and 
Andre's first marriage. They 
have a three-year-old child, 
Benjamin Samuel Sender Jones, 
who was named after Debbie's 
grandfather. The family lives 
in a big old house in Baltimore, 
Maryland. D O V E T A I L asked 
Debbie to share their story. 

How did you and your 
husband come together? 
How have you reconciled 
your two very different 
religious upbringings? 

We met while doing volun
teer work in 1986. Never 
having dated a black man 
before, it d idn ' t occur to me to 
see Andre as a potential 
romantic partner, so I got to 
know h i m in a very relaxed ' •• 
way. Each of us was involved 
w i t h someone else while we gradu
ally became friends. Our enjoyment 
of one another's company, our 
mutual trust and respect, and our 
shared values naturally led to a closer 
relationship; this is easy to see in 
retrospect, but took us by surprise at 
the time. 

You ask how we have reconciled 
our different religious upbringings. 
While our backgrounds are different, 
neither of us as adults has actively 
practiced any religion, so there is not 
much to reconcile. We celebrate the 
happy holidays of both Judaism and 
Christianity (which are more ritual 
than actual religion) w i t h family and 
friends. Andre believes in God; I have 

been an atheist since the age of 12. So 
far, our ceremonies do not include the 
participation in a church or syna
gogue, although that may change if 
Benjamin shows an interest as he 
grows older. One notable observance 

Debbie, Andre, and Ben. 

is Passover, which includes the 
traditional food and a brief service, 
during which each guest is asked to 
read a passage of his or her choice on 
the topic of freedom. In this area, as 
in many others, blacks and Jews have 
much to share w i t h one another. 

What are some of the challenges 
and opportunities of being in an 
interfaith and interracial marriage? 

We anticipated problems in the 
beginning, but in seven years have 
had no diff iculty greater than an 
occasional stare. We live in an 
integrated area. We avoid neighbor
hoods where we might be physically 
threatened, primari ly certain white 

work ing class neighborhoods (where 
blacks and Jews individual ly are not 
welcomed either), but we don't feel 
that we've been deprived by that. 

Our greatest challenge so far has 
been to f ind a multicultural preschool 

for our son. It was easv to 
f ind Jewish or Christian 
schools, and nearly all 
white or black schools, 
but f inding something 
beyond token blending 
was not. We settled on 
the YWCA preschool, 
which is secular and has a 
handful of Asian and 
black children, but a good 
representation of black 
teachers. Previous to 
preschool, Ben partici
pated in a biracial play ' 
group, made up of 
children of interracial 
marriages as well as 
biracial children adopted 
by white couples. Our 
goal is to provide Ben
jamin an environment 
where he w i l l see himself 
as part of the family of 
man, rather than as an 
oddity . 

As far as opportunities, 
it has been an indescrib

able experience to see into a second 
culture, as outsiders rarely can. On 
various occasions, Andre has referred 
to himself as Jewish, and I have 
referred to myself as black. He is 
truly one of " m y people," as 1 am one 
of "his . " Each of us sees an insult to 
the other as if it were an insult to 
ourselves. From my side, I can only 
say that it is impossible for a white 
person to feel the burden of being 
black in America, but I am more 
aware of the difficulties than most " 
white people. 

How have your families responded 
to your marriage? 

M y family went ballistic for the 
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first few years, but they have grown 
to accept us and are now acting 
appropriately as in-laws and as 
grandparents. We w i l l most hkely 
always hold m y family at arm's 
length as a result of the damage they 
d i d dur ing their period of hostility in 
the beginning, when both parents 
said many hateful, racist things. M y 
mother d i d not attend our wedding, 
and required several years of counsel
ing to p u l l herself together. M y 
brother to this day has never met 
Andre , and does not allow his 
children to have contact w i t h us. 

Andre's family accepted me 
wholeheartedly as a daughter f rom 
the beginning. In a completely 
nonjudgmental and loving way, their 
attitude was to trust their son to make 
a good choice, and to stand behind 
h i m regardless of their personal fears 
or preferences. I feel very privileged 
to have a second chance at a func
tional family, and feel closer to them 
i n some ways than to my o w n blood 
relatives. 

How have religious institutions 
responded to your fannily 
situation? 

Our only contact w i t h religious 
institutions since our union has been 
my visit w i t h my mother's rabbi, at 
her request, as part of her efforts of 
persuade me of my error i n choosing 
a partner. The only argument he 
could offer me was to remind me of 
my duty to m y family and Judaism to 
help perpetuate our people by marry
ing w i t h i n the faith. (Ironically, had I 
married another non-practicing Jew, 
there w o u l d have been no resistance, 
although the result—another potential 
Jewish child lost—would have been 
the same.) There was no encourage
ment for me to marry my choice of 
partner while still remaining i n the 
Jewish conununity, and I have made 
no effort to do so. Nevertheless, the 
majority of my friends are Jewish 
(many intermarried) and I still 

consider myself to be a Jew, although 
I l ive outside of the very closeknit 
Jewish community in Baltimore. 

What are sonne of the resources 
you and your husband draw upon 
for spiritual guidance? 

Andre's spirituality seems to be 
entirely inner focused, requiring no 
outer source. I feel no p u l l toward 
spirituality or mysticism in any way, 
focusing instead on charitable and 
ethical behavior i n a more secular way 
than that handled by religious institu
tions. 

What are your hopes and fears for 
your son's religious identity? 

M y hope is for Benjamin to be a 
happy and self-confident child, who 
feels comfortable w i t h his place in the 
w o r l d , whatever place that may be. 
M y greatest fear is that if we do not 
give h i m enough of a religious base, 
he may feel it to be a void in his life 
and be drawn to religious extremism. 

What advice do you have for other 
interfaith, interracial families? 

Do not deny your child any part of 
his racial and religious heritage. For 
the relatives of the families, my advice 
w o u l d be to think carefully before 
saying or doing extreme things that 
you might later regret, or that your 
offspring might f ind diff icult to 
forgive. • , .r^ 

The ]ones family is a member of an 
organization called the Interracial Family 
Circle, which primarily serves families in the 
Washington, DC/Northern Virginia/ 
Maryland area. The IFC provides support, 
information, workshops and family activities 
for interracial and intercultural individuals 
and families, and publishes a monthly 
newsletter called Collage. For more 
information, contact the Interracial Family 
Circle at P.O. Box 53290, Washington, DC 
20009. 

Resources from the 
Rabbinic Center for 
Research and 
Counseling: 
IMofRabblsWho 
Officiate at Intennarrlages 
One of the Rabbinic Center's 
services is maintenance of a list of 
218 rabbis who are willing to 
officiate at interfaith marriages. 
Al l of the rabbis on the list are 
members of the Central Confer
ence of American Rabbis or of the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical 
Association. The Centra's list, 
which is available for a fee, is 
updated bimonthly in order to 
insure ti\at the information is as 
accurate as possible. For more 
information, or to obtain a copy of 
the Ust, call (908) 233-2288. 

Workstrop on Rating 
Children 
Whenever a Jew marries a Chris
tian, there are always complex 
issues to face as children are 
anticipated, and as they are bom 
and grow up. Sometimes the 
differences in background can 
seem overwhelming and, even if a 
basic decision about religion has 
already been made, there are 
always new issues that arise. 

If you live in the New York/ 
Philadelphia corridor and would 
like to talk about your concerns 
and aiudeties, an upcoming 
workshop on Raising Oiildten in 
the Intermarried Home can help 
you. Find out how other couples 
are coping, how they have resolved 
some issues that you are still 
stru^Jing with and how you can 
help them with what you have 
done. For more informatioiv call 
(908) 233-0419, or write to the 
Rabbinic Center at 128 East Dudley 
Avenue, Westfield, NJ 07090. 
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P R O G R A M P R O F I L E 

Interfaith Sunday School Lessons: 
The New Haven Group Shares Its Progress 
by Debi Tenner 
Editor's Note: For more information about the 
creation and dezvlofnncnt of the interfaith 
group in New Hiwcn, Connecticut, see 
DOVETAIL, issues 1:3 and 1:4. 

here was a time when I thought 
that we w o u l d never get our 
interfaith education program out 

of the discussion stage, but 1 know 
now that the three years spent on 
growth and discussion were an 
important part of developing it . The 
community modeling of interfaith 
ideals, such as expressing our i n d i 
vidual beliefs, sharing the holidays of 
both religions, and being open to 
learning about both religions almost 
seem more important than direct 
instruction. 

It is important for me to note that 
our commiunity has never been 
interested i n creating our o w n religion 
out of a blend of Judaism and Cfvris-
tianity. Rather, we begin w i t h the 
assumption that these are two sepa
rate religions that happen to have a lot 
in common. We are very w i l l i n g to 
emphasize both the similarities and 
the differences without compromising 
the integrity of either religion. 

Our interfaith community has 

consistently grown in depth and 
supported one another for three years, 
thus creating a super basis for starting 
to teach our children the same things. 
There were some decisions that were 
hard and even some occasional 
compromises—so a strong commu
nity seems to be the first requirement 
for starting an interfaith educational 
program. Issues like commitment of 
money for supplies, a teacher, curricu
lum-bui lding, a small library, and a 
place to meet have been on the 
agenda too. For a while these issues 
consumed almost all our time and 
effort, but recently we streamlined 
into a committee of interested people. 
Keep in m i n d that this story is defi
nitely still being wri t ten! 

Like any good project, planning 
ahead is important, but we also 
discovered that at some point you just 
have to jump in ! We started by 
discussing the educational needs of 
each family very specifically. A t first, 
we only attempted one lesson, a 
Passover and Easter learning session, 
that included learning stations on 
both holidays and ended w i t h our 
th i rd annual seder meal. It turned out 
beautifully, but it was too big a bite 

for one day. We learned that our 
needs seem to indicate that each 
holiday should stand on its o w n but 
be presented w i t h other themes and 
stories that support it f rom the 
"other" religion. 

Next we attempted a lesson on 
Shavuot and Pentecost, two smaller 
holidays that seem to have so much in 
common that it was O.K. to put them 
together. By the end of May 1993, we 
began plans for the 1993-94 Sunday 
school year. It was a great honor for 
me to be chosen by the group to be 
the teacher and curriculum creator. 

The maximum I could create and 
teach for this year was two lessons per 
month. Some families in our group 
have decided that Interfaith Sunday 
School is the only religious education 
their children w i l l have, while others 
are committed to church and/or 
synagogue classes as wel l . We 
compromised by offering two options 
for attendance: once a month and 
tv\'ice a month. Sessions are held on 
alternating Sundays f rom 3:00 to 5:00 
p.m. at the same church that has been 
our adult meeting place (we offer to 
do work projects in exchange for our 
use of the facilities). 

April May 
Theme: Birthdays 

Sept. (lesson 1) 
Theme: Forgiveness 

Sept. (lesson 2) 
Theme: Hospitality 

Oct. (lesson 1) 
Theme: Favorite Stories 

Holidays: 
Passover/Easter 

Holidays: 
Shavuot/ Pentecost 

Holidays: 
High Holidays 

Holiday: 
Sukkot 

Holiday: 
Simchat Torah 

Stories used: 
• Easter story 
• Passover story 

Stories used: 
• Tower of Babel 
• Story of Pentecost 
• Story of Ruth 

Stories used: 
• Abraham and Isaac 
• Jonah 
• Unforgiving servant 
(Matthew 18) 

Stories used: 
• Good Samaritan 
• Abraham and the 3 
Travelers 

Stories used: 
• Everyone brings 
their favorite story 
• Moses and the 
Burning Bush 

Activities: 
• Plant seeds 
• Holiday symbols 
• Holiday foods 
• Holiday traditions 
• Dress in period 
clothing 
• Seder 

Activities: 
• Decorate three 
cakes, shaped like: 
church, stone tablets. 
Tower of Babel 
• Learn to say 
"Happy Birthday" in 
different languages 

Activities: 
• Make a "book of 
your life" 
• Holiday symbols, 
foods, traditions 
• Talk about whom 
you forgive 
• Talk about who has 
forgiven you 

Activities: 
• Make a mini-
Sukkah 
• Holiday symbols, 
foods, traditions 
• Practice "hospital
ity" while serving 
snacks 
• Act out Good 
Samaritan story 

Activities: 
• Make a mini-Torah 
• Holiday symbols, 
foods, traditions 
• Draw a story on 
large rolled paper and 
make crowns and 
pointer (a "Torah 
skit") 
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The most logical 
curriculum I could create 
was one based on holi 
days and themes. Each 
lesson has a holiday, a 
theme (resourcing and 
emphasizing the other 
rehgion), stories from 
both Judaism and Chris
tianity, and hands-on 
activities. Some holidays 
demand more attention 
(i.e. Rosh Hoshanah, 
Christmas, Passover, 
Easter) and thus are less 
able to be "backed u p " 
w i t h an interfaith theme. 

A t times we meet as 
one class, and at others we 
break into age groups: 3-
to 5-year-olds and 6- to 10-year-olds. 
Each lesson is hands-on: we make it , 
be it , or bake it and eat i t . Since we 
only have ten children registered, all 
of our activities have had 
intergenerational emphasis. One 
adult from each family attends each 
lesson, adding a rich variety of 
traditions, music, food, themes and 
games—some of which were not 
planned ahead of time. I get lots of 
feedback f rom the parents, who are 
present for all of the children's 
lessons and can thus further reinforce 
them at home. Parents can help the 
enrolled children w i t h assigned 
homework and pre-lesson prepara
tions, too. 

Developing a curriculum seemed 
frightening at first, but taken in small 
bites i t was easier than I thought. 
There are so many wonderful com
mon themes in Judaism and Chris
tianity that the lessons f low together 
quite nicely. Faith, forgiveness, 
giving thanks, moral choices and 
faithful people are all great themes 
that f i t w i t h holidays all around the 
calendar. Many stories talk about 
"interfaith people" like Ruth. Others 
emphasize the strengths that we can 

Parents and children learn together to make matzah at a 
1992 Passover learning session. 

f ind amidst our diversity, l ike the 
Tower of Babel story. 

The curriculum seemed to fall into 
three trimesters, each one ending w i t h 
a celebration: Christmas/Hanukkah, 
Passover/Easter, and End of the 
Year/Birthday of our Interfaith Group 
Celebration. Learning sessions cover 
all Jewish and Christian holidays, as 
wel l as Halloween (Al l Saints/All 
Souls Day), Thanksgiving, Mart in 
Luther King, Jr.'s birthday, and the 
Holocaust Memorial. W i t h any luck, I 
hope to eventually create three years' 
worth of lessons. We can start 
repeating lessons after that since the 
children w i l l have advanced to the 
next older class by then. Fortunately, 
we still have time to collect our 
thoughts about the upcoming teenag
ers, not to mention the ten babies and 
toddlers wait ing in the wings! 

Our group has two "religious 
advisors" who are immensely helpful 
w i t h information about traditions, 
holidays, and themes that have 
brought the lessons alive. They also 
can point out the stories and themes 
that are to be used dur ing services, so 
our kids are prepared to hear them 
when they attend. We've been using 

The Children's Bible 
by Sandol Stoddard, 
because it is full of 
great short stories and 
pictures. There are 
lots of children's 
resources at local 
bookstores, too. 
Unitarian Universalist 
curricula have also 
been quite h e l p f u l — 
the Unitarians ha\
years of experience 
teaching children 
about religious 
diversity and helping 
children make choices 
about their beliefs. 

It has been such a 
pleasure putt ing these 

puzzle pieces together w i t h and for 
my interfaith group, which gives me 
plenty of room to try new ideas and to 
make mistakes. Group members are 
appreciative, supportive and fu l l of 
ideas as we attempt this vanguard 
process of educating our children to 
both of their heritages, both of their 
birthrights. T ' -» , ^ 

Debi Tenner, mother of a four- and a two-year-
old, teaches the Sunday School class for older 
children in the Neu> Haven interfaith group. 
She currently works in the local public school 
system and has been a summer camp educator 
for the Congregational Churches of 
Connecticut. 

The editor of DOVETAIL, 
Joan Hawxhurst, 
and her husband 
Steve Bertman, 

joyfully announce 
the birth of their 

daughter, 
Sarah Jane Bertman, 

on December 12,1993. 
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Interfaith Baptisnn 
by the Rev. A J. Good 

Have an opinion on an issue relating to interfaith families? Send 
it to DOVETAIL, and we may print it here. As always, inclusion 
in DOVETAIL does not necessarily imply endorsement. 

Joshua's mother is Jewish. His 
maternal grandparents emi
grated f rom the Soviet Union. 

Their Jewish faith has given them the 
strength to survive. 

Joshua's father is Christian. His 
paternal great-grandfather was a pastor 
who participated i n the synod that 
brought the United Church of Christ 
into being. This branch of the family is 
also deeply committed to its faith. 

When Ellen and David, Joshua's 
parents, married, they decided to 
have their children share i n the 
ceremonies of both religions. As 
adults, the children w i l l choose 
between the two. This family has 
been a rich resource for our congrega
tion. When I d i d a series of messages 
on Judaism's major holidays, I called 
on Ellen for ideas and books. She has 
been enthusiastic i n her cooperation. 

Soon after Joshua's bir th , David 
approached me to discuss his son's 
baptism. " W i l l Ellen participate?" I 
asked. David d i d not know. He to ld 
me how uncomfortable he had felt at 
Joshua's circumcision when he had 
been asked to participate as if he were 
a Jewish father. 

A recently concluded adult class in 
which we had explored the origins of 
baptism suggested my next question: 
" H o w w o u l d you feel if I were to 
rewrite part of the l i turgy to empha
size baptism's Jewish roots? I might 
also recast the parents' vows to 
emphasize the two faiths' common 
commitments." David affirmed the 
idea. But we agreed that the new 
wording w o u l d be provisional, since I 
was not sure I w o u l d like the result or 
be able to recommend it . 

The wr i t ing focused on the 
liturgy's introductory statement and 
the vows for the parents. Here is the 
revised material: j 

Introductory Statement 
I Baptism has both ]eivish and Christian 

roots, just prior to the birth of jcsus, 

baptism was the rite that qualified people 
for membership in the faith of Israel. 
John the Baptist used this rite to prepare 
people for a coming salvation. Since the 
beginning of the Christian church this 
has been the mark of entry into Christian 
discipleship. 

It is appropriate that this rite be used for 
this child who will be reared in a family in 
which both Christian and Jewish traditions 
are observed. It becomes for him an 
entrance into the richness of the Judaic-
Christian tradition. 

Questions of the Parents 
Do you desire to have this child 

baptized into the tradition that begins 
with Abraham, travels through the 
wisdom of the prophets, and becomes 
universal in Jesus of Nazareth? 

Will you encourage this child to 
renounce the powers of oppression and to 
embrace the freedom that the Judaic-
Christian tradition professes? 

Do you promise, by your own example, 
to follow the prophetic way of justice and 
peace that flows through both your 
traditions? Will you resist oppression 
and evil, show love and forgiveness, and 
witness to the saving work of God as best 
you are able? 

Do you promise, according to the grace 
given to you, to grow in faith with him, 
to help him be a faithful member of the 
family of Cod, and to encourage him 
toward the maturity that will allow him 
to confirm the meaning of this baptism? 

We decided to make other minor 
changes, such as substituting "the 
household of G o d " for "the church of 
Jesus Christ ." David and I agreed 
that the revisions were w o r t h consid
ering, and I sent a copy to Ellen. 

In my accompanying letter I 
stressed that we wanted to do all we 
could to include Ellen in the cer
emony and to reflect the religious 
environment in which Joshua w o u l d 
be reared. 1 added that I was not 
attempting to obscure the ceremony's 

Christian nature, and that the actual 
baptism w o u l d use the usual 
trinitarian formula. Ellen called to 
tell me that she appreciated these 
efforts and wanted to stand w i t h 
David to a f f i rm the baptismal vows. 

In Jewisti-Christian 
marriages botti \he 
synagogue and ttie ctiurcti 
pressure parents to keep ttie 
children faithful to their own 
rites. No institution, 
however, gives public 
affirmation or encourage
ment to the parents' efforts 
at remaining open to both 
religions. As a result, faiths 
that claim to stand for 
tolerance and strong 
marriages become 
instruments for intolerance 
and marital stress. 

When the baptism was held, the 
response of both sides of Joshua's 
family and of the congregation was 
surprisingly positive. I had expected 
at least a few to question m y right to 
change a traditional l i turgy. No one 
d i d . Instead, several famihes asked 
for copies of the revised l i turgy to 
send to daughters or sons who had 
married Jews, Catholics, Muslims or 
Hindus. 

Another interesting reaction came 
from Steve, Joshua's seven-year-old 
brother. He to ld his mother that he 
l iked Joshua's baptism. Surprised to 
hear a young boy say anything 
positive about a religious ceremony, 
Ellen pursued the matter. Steve told 
her that he had been quite conscious 
of the twofo ld nature of his religious 
identity. For the first time he had 
heard that dualism affirmed i n a 

continued on page 14 
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R f C I P E S 

Passover and Easter: 
Food from an Interfaitti Family 

When I was a child, in our 
house we celebrated both 
Passover and Easter. This 

may seem like a very hard thing to do, 
given the many dietary restrictions 
dur ing Passover. 

Believing that both sides should be 
given an equal chance to celebrate 
these two holidays, our family solved 
this problem. We adhered to the 
Passover restrictions, but on Easter 
Sunday we had a "special" meal. 

1 can remember as a child going 
through the wonderful first two 
nights of the Passover, w i t h dozens of 
family and friends gathering. It 
always seemed that it was either m y 
cousin, who is also from an interfaith 
family, or myself who got to ask the 
famous four questions. We all then 
searched for the hidden Afikomen 
"dessert." We knew that the first to 
f ind it would be given a wonderful gift. 

Then came Easter Sunday, an 
altogether different hoUday. We d id 
not go to church or anything like that, 
but my mother and father would 
always have an egg hunt for me. They 
would also hide Easter treats around 
the house, and I would ha\'e to try and 
find them all. Usually a girlfriend of 
mine would spend the night and be 
there wi th me in the morning to do our 
e\'er-so-careful search for those won
derful little goodies. The Easter meal 
we ate was usually a roast leg of lamb. 
We would have all the trimmings, but, 
w i t h the Passover in mind, we would 
not break bread, instead simply passing 
the matzah. 

Here are a few recipes for the first 
Seder and for Easter. 

Charoset, for the Seder Plate 
This is one of very many kinds. 

1 Granny Smith apple, peeled and 
finely chopped 

1/4 cup finely chopped almonds 
1 teaspoon cinnamon 
3-5 tablespoons of sweet wine 

A l l must be very finely chopped 
and then the cinnamon and wine is 
added. Stir wel l to mix and then chil l 
for use on the Seder Plate. 

CG's Apple Matzah Kugel 
3 matzot 
4 tablespoons chicken fat or veg

etable fat 
5 eggs, separated 
1 cup matzah meal 
1 /4 cup finely chopped almonds 
r ind of 1 lemon, grated 
1 /4 teaspoon salt 
1 large Granny Smith apple, peeled 

and grated 

Dip the matzah in cold water just to 
moisten, then press dry. Melt half of 
the fat in a frying pan. Break up the 
matzah and fry it unt i l i t is quite dry 
over low heat. Beat the egg yolks 
unti l thick and lemony in color. A d d 
the matzah meal and then the fried 
matzot. Mix l ightly, but wel l . A d d 
the almonds, lemon r ind, salt, and 
grated apple. Beat the egg whites 
unti l stiff but not dry, and fold them 
into the the yolk mixture. Pour into a 
greased 2-qt. baking dish. Dot w i t h 
the rest of the fat and then bake at 
350° for 35-40 minutes, or unt i l f luffy 
and light and delicately brown. 

Serves 6-8. 

This next dish can be used for 
either the Passover meal or for Easter 
dinner, as a side dish. 

CG 'S Carrot, Sweet Potato 
and Apple Tzimmes 

(a k ind of "pudding" ) 

3 carrots, peeled and sliced thin 
4 sweet potatoes, peeled and sliced 

thin 
3 tart apples peeled, quartered, and 

sliced 
1/2 cup brown sugar 
salt and pepper to taste 
3 tablespoons chicken fat or veg

etable fat 
1 cup water 

by Cheryl Gavard-Helnmlller 
Cook the carrots and the sweet 

potatoes unt i l tender. Drain wel l . In a 
2-1/2 qt. baking dish alternate carrots, 
sweet potatoes, and apples in layers. 
Sprinkle each layer w i t h brown sugar 
and dot w i t h fat and salt and pepper. 
A d d the water, and cover tightly. 
Bake at 350° for 30 minutes, or unti l 
apples are tender. Remove the cover 
and bake unt i l top is golden. 

Serz'cs 6-8. .• 

CG 'S Roast Leg of Lamb 
Make slits w i t h the sharp tip of a 

knife all over the lamb. Insert slivers of 
garlic in each slit. Rub the lamb with 
oil and season with salt and pepper. 

Slice a large onion and line the 
bottom of the roasting pan w i t h it. 
Place the lamb on top of the onions. 
Pour in 1 /2 cup of water and 1 /4 cup 
of sweet wine. Cover and roast at 
350° for 1-1 /2 hours. Remove the 
cover and drain off the drippings, 
saving for gravy, if you like. Con
tinue to roast unti l the lamb is crisp 
and done to your l iking. 

Remember if vou do make gravy, 
you must use potato starch for the 
thickening agent, to stick w i t h the 
restrictions of Passover. We usually 
also make a mint sauce to pour over 
the lamb slices. I was taught how to 
make this wonderful tasty sauce by a 
dear friend. Dr. Brenda Howel l , who 
recently passed on. Each time I make 
this sauce I think of Brenda and her 
wonderful dedication to UNESCO, 
and all the people of the w o r l d . 

Mint Sauce for the Lamb 
Bunch of fresh mint leaves 
cider vinegar 
sugar, salt, and pepper 
1 /2 cup of boil ing water 

Chop the rrunt leaves very fine. 
Melt about three teaspoons of sugar in 
2/3 cup boil ing water. A d d the 
vinegar, salt and pepper to taste. A d d 
the mint leaves and mix very wel l . Let 
sit several hours or overnight. T 
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R E S O U R C E S 
We Tell If To Our Children: 
A Haggadah for Children and Adults 
a review by Nancy Nutting Cohen 

A re you looking for a Passover 
haggadah that is sensitive to 
the interests and attention 

span of young children, yet also 
inspiring for adults? Do you believe 
that a Passover seder should be a 
joyful celebration, rather than a 
solemn, drawn-out ordeal? Do 
you need something that gives 
lots of user-friendly information 
(how to's, why's , recipes, songs, 
etc.)? If you answered "yes" to 
any of the above, Mary Ann 
Barrows Wark's We Tell It To 
Our Children: The Story of 
Passover may wel l be your 
answer. 

Probably the most unique 
feature of this haggadah is its 
use of puppets to tell the story. 
The Leader Edition ($11.95) 
comes complete w i t h nine 
characters drawn on card stock, 
which children can color or 
decorate, cut out and mount as 
finger or rod puppets (directions 
are included and easy to follow, 
w i t h some help from an adult). 
These puppets then become the 
basis for "acting out" the story 
of Moses, his encounter w i t h 
Pharaoh, and the Exodus. It's in 
this context that the narrator 
explains w h y the table is set w i t h 
bitter herbs, charoset, matzah, etc. _ > 
Children (and adults) of all ages can 
take part, the older children taking 
the more advanced reading parts, 
and younger children taking begin
ning or non-reading parts (there's 
even a sheep puppet who simply 
interjects "Baa, baa" on cue!). Female 
parts are also included in the roles 
of Mir iam, Yocheved, and the Prin
cess. Addit ional Guest Editions 
(without puppets) are available for 
$5.95. 

Another delightful piece of the 
drama is the use of music. Scattered 
throughout the narrative are verses 
set to the melodies of American folk 

songs. These songs can be "picked 
u p " at first reading, adding fun and 
laughter, and involv ing everyone. 
Imagine the lives of the slaves (to the 
tune of " I 've Been Working on the 
Railroad"): 

I've been working on these buildings; 
Pharaoh doesn 't pay. 
I've been doing what he tells me 
Like making bricks from clay. 
Can't you hear the master calling, 
"Hurry up, make a brick!" 
Can't you feel the master hurt me 
Until I'm feeling sick. 
Oh, this is a mess, (2X) 
Oh, this is a mess for Jews, for Jews. 
Oh, this is a mess, (2X) 
Ob, this is a mess for Jews. 

Watch the plot thicken as each of 
the ten plagues is sung (to the tune of 
"She'll Be Coming 'Round the M o u n 
tain"): 

First, God will change the water into 
blood (ick, ick). 

First, God will change the ivater into 
blood (ick, ick). 

There'll be nothing left to drink; 
With no baths you all will stink 
When God changes all the water 

into blood (ick, ick). 

Feel the tension as 
Pharaoh's mood keeps 
changing (to the tune of 
"Clementine"): 

Every time bad things got 
started 

He would almost let them go; 
But as soon as things got better, 
He would switch and tell them 

NO! (shout no). 

See Pharaoh crumble 
under the pressure (to the 
tune of "Itsy-Bitsy Spider"): 

My river and my sun gods have 
always helped me ride. 

Down came the plagues and 
folks think I'm a fool. 

Up comes the slaves' God and 
tells me what to do. 

I'm a roughy-toughy Pharaoh. 
Why won't my gods come 
through? 

Not even Cecil B. DeMille could 
create a more engaging dialogue or 
production than a family and guests 
using this script! 

Interfaith families especially w i l l 
appreciate the user-friendly nature of 
this book. Wark has included detailed 
instructions about the ceremonial 
foods (what they symbolize, how they 
should be prepared, where they go on 
the table), tips for organizing the 
puppet drama, and lots of commen
tary on how to make the most use of 
this particular haggadah. 

The haggadah includes a number of 
additional helpful features: 
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itself to reading between the 
lines. As Wark herself 
explains, "I have raised many 
questions over the years: D i d 
Moses know he was Jewish 
when he was in the palace? 
H o w d i d he know? D i d 
others i n the palace know? 
H o w d i d he feel when there 
were anti-Jewish discus
sions? H o w d i d Moses 
persuade his o w n people to 
go along w i t h him? H o w d i d 
he deal w i t h Pharaoh? What 
was it like when the plagues 
came? . . . I hope you w i l l raise 
and try to ariswer questions too. 
The true celebration of this 
holiday of freedom requires each 
participant to feel the issues, to 
grapple w i t h the inherent dilemmas, 
and hopefully to forge a part of the 
self to deal w i t h the issues as they are 
real i n our lives." 

Ms. Wark is a woman of impres
sive credentials and accomplish
ments, ranging f rom mult iple degrees 
f r o m Ivy League universities to 
teaching law school and serving as 

temple president. Yet she 
believes her "major accom

plishment and joy is being a 
mother." This haggadah is 

proof positive of her 
great love for and 
understanding of both 
children and Passover. 

We Tell It To Our 
Children: The Story 
of Passover (1988) is 
published by M t . Zion 
Hebrew Congregation 
Rabbi's Publication 
Fund and Mensch 

Makers Press. You can 
order i t tf irough: 

Mensch Makers Press, 
1588 Nor thrup St., St. Paul, 

M N 55108-1322, or call (612) 644-
8533. Prices quoted above do not 
include shipping and handling. T 

Nancy Nutting Cohen has degrees in theology 
and religious education and is currently 
working toward a Certification in Spiritual 
Direction. She lives with her interfaith family 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Moses puppet. 

Help in Creating a Naming Ceremony: 
The New Jewish Baby Boole 

a review by Joan C. Hawxhurst 

A fit -'.rti-^ jvn-'J 

• Craig Oskow's many illustra
tions, engaging even if only in black 
and white, help keep younger chil
dren and non-readers interested and 
focused. 

• Blessings during the meal appear 
i n Hebrew, a transliteration of the 
Hebrew, and i n English. 

• Traditional Passover songs, such 
as Had Gadya/An Only K i d , Ehad Mi 
Yodeah/Who Knows One, and Adir 
Hw/God of Might , are also included 
i n Hebrew and English, w i t h music. 
Perhaps the only way this haggadah 
could be improved w o u l d be to 
include a tape cassette of these. 

• A n annotated bibliography of 
additional Passover resources for 
children is listed i n the back. 

• Various suggestions are offered 
on how one might integrate extended 
Jewish family and encourage reflec
tion and discussion of modem 
struggles for freedom. 

This last point leads to the issue of 
how this child-focused haggadah can 
also speak meaningfully to adults. 
Aside f rom the sheer f u n of the 
puppets and songs, the story lends 

; • •>.'<- - / J 
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or Jewish-Christian parents who 
^ have decided to welcome their 

baby w i t h a Jewish naming 
ceremony, a new book offers contem
porary insight into Jewish traditions 
and rituals. The New Jewish Baby 
Book: Names, Ceremonies & Cus
toms, A Guide for Today's Families 
(Woodstock, Vermont: Jewish Lights 
Publishing, 1993), by Anita Diamant, 
suggests ways for parents to combine 
ancient traditions w i t h modern 
practices to create a celebration of 
their child's and family's connection 
to Judaism and the Jewish people. 

Diamant even includes a special 
section for interfaith families. " N o w 

that conversion to Judaism is com
monplace and the intermarriage rate 
nationally is more than 50 percent," 
writes Diamant, "most Jewish fami
lies today probably include non-
Jewish relatives. If this is a reality i n 
your family, a Jewish bir th celebra
tion can raise a host of issues and 
opportunities." 

CalUng her book a "guide to 
choices you probably didn ' t know 
were yours to make," Diamant 
encourages sensitivity to fanuly 
members who may not understand or 
feel included i n the brit preparations. 
She suggests asking them to partici
pate in the ceremony, explaining the 

meaning of the ritual , featuring 
distinctive elements of their culture in 
the reception, and focusing together 
on the joy of having a new baby. 

This book w i l l be very helpful for 
interfaith families that have decided 
to raise their children as Jews. i 
Diamant provides ceremonies, | 
traditional and new, that can be 
copied for handouts, and a list of 
Hebrew names and their meanings. 
The New Jewish Baby Book may also 
be useful for those hoping to create an 
interfaith naming ceremony, offering 
explicit descriptions and explanations 
of Jewish naming practices that may 
be adapted for interfaith use. • 

FEBRUARY/MARCH 1994 DOVETAIL 13 



Good, coutiinicd from page 10 
public ceremony. The baptism had 
given h i m a new sense of wholeness. 

The experience made me more 
aware of a growing problem. Mar
riages across religious boundaries are 
increasing. When both partners are 
devout it becomes impossible to 
choose one of the two faiths for their 
children. The parents then try to 
establish an atmosphere of openness 
to both traditions. In Jewish-Chris
tian marriages both the synagogue 
and the church pressure parents to 
keep the children faithful to their o w n 
rites. No institution, however, gives 
public affirmation or encouragement to 
the parents' efforts at remaining open 
to both religions. As a result, faiths that 
claim to stand for tolerance and strong 
marriages become instruments for 
intolerance and marital stress. 

Rewritten liturgies may only 
partially address this deeply felt 
problem. However, Joshua's baptism 
was an honest statement of the 
religious reality he w i l l experience. It 
was also a public affirmation of his 
parents' efforts to respect each other, 
and to rear their children i n an open 
atmosphere whi le being faithful to 
their indiv idual commitments. T 

Mr. Good is pastor of Community United 
Church of Christ in Champaign, Illinois. 
Copyright 1989 by the Christian Century 
Foundation. Reprinted by permission from 
the November/December 1989 issue of The 
Christian Ministry. 

Back Issues of 
DOVETAIL Available 
Did you miss the early issues of 
D O V E T A I L ? Or lend a copy to a 
friend, never to see it again? Com
plete your set by ordering from the 
following list. Send $4.50 per issue 
to D O V E T A I L , making sure to note 
the issue number. Quantities are 
l imited, so order today! 
Issue 1:1: A n Important New 

Resource for Parents and 
Children of Al l Ages 

Issue 1:2: The Two Cultures 
of Christianity and 
Judaism , , 

Issue 1:3: Christmas and ^ 
Hanukkah: The 
"December Dilemma" 

Issue 1:4: Interfaith Weddings 
Issue 1:5: Grandparents of 

Interfaith Children 
Issue 1:6: Media Portrayal of 

Interfaith Families: 
How the Rest of the 
World Sees Us 

Issue 2:1: Religious Education for 
Your Interfaith C h i l 
dren: How to Decide 

Issue 2:2: Religious Education for 
Your Interfaith C h i l 
dren: Implementing 
Your Decision 

Issue 2:3: Conversion to A 
Spouse's Faith: Who 
Chooses It and Why 

I am one of those former subscribers 
you addressed in a letter I received 
today (December 13,1993). I feel it 
only fair to tell you why 1 choose not 
to continue my subscription to your 
publication. 

I subscribed initial ly hoping to gain 
insight into an ever-growing phenom
enon, certainly one w i t h which I am 
quite famihar as a Reform rabbi in 
congregational life for the past ten 
years. What I discovered, however, as 
I read each issue carefully, was a tone 
and an approach to interfaith mar
riage which concerns me greatly. 

M y first pr ior i ty is to Judaism and 
to Jews, not to conflicted couples who 
seek what I believe is the impossible 
. . . the reconciUation in their children 
of two very different faith traditions. 
I work w i t h many Jews-by-Choice 
and w i t h interfaith families who have 
opted to center their families' lives 
around Judaism. In many cases, they 
are among the most vibrant members 
of our synagogue, and these are the 
fruits of Reform outreach as 1 perceive 
it . 

D O V E T A I L strikes me as too open, 
too accepting to be healthy in the long 
run for the Jewish community, the 
community w i t h which I most 
strongly identify and whose wel l -
being I seek through my work as a 
rabbi and in my life as a Jew. Some
one once suggested to me that a 
person can be so open-minded that 
his/her brain w i l l slide out the back of 
his/her head! The Jewish community 
in 1993,1 believe, can i l l afford such 
open-mindedness. M y plate is 
sufficiently f u l l w i t h the work of 
making Jews more Jewishly connected 
and w i t h drawing close those non-
Jews whose lives are part of the 
constellation of their Jewish spouses 
and partners. D O V E T A I L , as lovely 
as it is, does not help me w i t h those 
goals. 

Elias J. Lieberman, Rabbi 
Falmouth Jewish Congregation 

i • - East Falmouth, Massachusetts 

Request for 
Jewish-Christian Life-Cycle Ceremonies: 

If your interfaith family or group has created any of the following: 

weddings, naming rituals, coming of age ceremonies, 
funerals, or other celebrations, 

, , we'd like to invite you to share your creatioi« with other 
interfaith families. 

D O V E T A I L is plarining publication of a book of 
Jewish-Christian Life-Cycle Ceremonies. 

Please send a copy of your ceremony, along with a brief 
cover letter explaining how you created it, to D O V E T A I L , 

A T T N : Life-Cycle Ceremonies, by April 1,1994. 
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B U L L E T I N B O A R D 
This is the second edition of our new Bulletin Board. Want to find an interfaith group in your area or let people know of one that 
already exists? Send your information to DOVETAIL, and we'll include it here in an upcoming issue. Happy networking! 

Amherst, Massachusetts 
Two existing local interfaith groups. 
Contact: Janet Lehan Bloom 
38 South Mt . Holyoke Drive 
Amherst, M A 01002 
(413)253-3685 ' " 

New Haven, Connecticut 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Christina Giebisch-Mohrer 
49 Brookside Drive 
Hamden,CT 06517 .. . . . 
(203) 287-9110 „ V 

Hartford, Connecticut 
Interfaith Chavurah for Liberal ' " 

Judaism 
Existing interfaith group looking for new 

members. 
Contact: Rabbi Steve Mason 
P.O. Box 270957 
West Hartford, CT 06107 
(203) 233-4932 

Capital District area. New York 
Interested in either joining an existing 

group or forming a new group in this 
area. 

Contact: John and Debbie Toy 
112 Crescent Village Apts. 
Clifton Park, N Y 12065 
(518) 373-8564 

Rockland County, New York 
Interested in forming an interfaith group 

in this area. 
Contact: Eric and Elizabeth Kohlmeier 
3 Findlay Court 
New City, NY 10956 
(914) 639-9380 

South Jersey/Philadelphia 
Bifaithful Families and Children 

Network 
"Bifaithful," a homemade term, means 

that both religions/traditions/cultures 
are celebrated in the home, even if 
children are given one religious identity 
(or none). 

Contact: Sue Hanna (609) 596-6962, 
or M i r i a m Gilbert (609) 753-1173 

Columbus, Ohio 
Gateways: The Jewish Interfaith . 

Connection x 
Existing interfaith group. ,.''''•',1 
Contact: Jan Buchler , v̂̂ " 
1125 College Avenue 
Columbus, O H 43209 . 
(614)231-2731 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
Interested in forming an interfaith group 

in this area. 
Contact: Christine M . Segal 
7675 Shadowhill Way 
Cincinnati, O H 45242 
(513) 489-8840 x276 (day) 
(513) 793-2866 (evening) 

Louisville, Kentucky 
Interested in forming an interfaith group 

in this area. 
Contact: Carolyn Humphrey and 

Fred Gross 
3904 Therina Way 
Louisville, KY 40241 
(502) 423-8583 

Chicago, Illinois 
Jewish-Catholic Couples Dialogue 

Group 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Patty and David Kovacs 
4941 N . Fairfield Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60625 
(312) 275-5689, or ' " " 

Abbe and Dan Josephs ' 
(708) 963-4565 

" -

Minneapolis, Minnesota 
T w i n Cities Support Group 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Chris Simon and Judy 

Sharken Simon 
3446 44th Avenue South 
Minneapolis, M N 55406-2902 
(612) 724-8947 

Houston, Texas 
Looking for an interfaith group in this area. 
Contact: Dan and Melinda Croft 
8026 Big Oak Trail 
Houston, TX 77040 
(713)937-6589 

San Francisco Bay Area, California 
Existing interfaith group. 
Contact: Alicia Torre 
775 Buckland Ave. 
Belmont, CA 94002 
(415)591-9434 

Los Angeles, California 
Newly formed interfaith group. 
Contact: Susan Berns 
4624 Mirador Place 
Tarzana,CA 91356 
(818)609-1832 , . 

Share DOVETAIL with friends and family! 
D O V E T A I L wants to grow! You can help by sending us the names and 
addresses of people you know who might be interested in D O V E T A I L . 
We' l l be happy to send them a free sample copy or a card announcing your 
gift of a year-long subscription. 

Please feel free to attach an additional sheet if your names won't fit here. 

Q Send a free sample copy of D O V E T A I L . 

• Send a gift subscription to D O V E T A I L . Enclosed is m y check for a year's 
subscription at the special gift price of $19.99.* 

• Enclosed is $24.99* for m y o w n subscription to D O V E T A I L . 

Name 

Street Address 

City/State/Zip 
* Colorado residents please add city and state sales tax. 
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ACTUAL SIZE 16 X 20 INCHES 

To order by telephone, call: 

312-755-0880 
Express delivery is available. 
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GOOD To order by mail, 
complete the form 
and send it to: COMPANY 
P.O. Box 3218, Chicago, Illinois 60654 

The Perfect Keepsake 
for Interfaith Couples 
The Ketubah, or Hebrew marriage contraa, has been a 
tradition since ancient times. The intent of this tradition 
is powerful and its meaning universal. A ceremonial and 
artisdc docimient, a Ketubah witnesses a bride and groom's 
promise and commitment to love and honor one another. 

Now, for the first dme, a Ketubah is available in language 
especially suited to interfaith couples. Rabbi Allen Secher 
of Chicago adapted the text and collaborated with an artist 
and a specialist in typography and fine printing to create 
this unique piece. The poetic and egalitarian style clearly 
expresses an inter&th couple's commitment to respea 
each other's heritage. It is a beautiful art piece, a keepsake 
and an ideal gift to reflect your love and support. 

Send me the fi-ee, fiill-color miniature reproduaion. 
I want to examine the colors and text before ordering. 

Send me the fiill-size ketubah. Enclosed is $125 plus 
$ 10 shipping and handling. IL residents add $ 11 tax. 

ADDRESS 

CITY/STATE/ZIP 

TELEPHONE 
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